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COMPLETE STREETS-New Sidewalk Projects

Bullets points for PW Commission Discussion-1/21/15

BACKGROUND

e The City’s Sidewalk Program currently has 133 miles of existing sidewalks,
and is currently carrying S500K/year.

e To fund the existing sidewalk system, under an assumed 40 year
replacement life cycle the program would need $2.0 million/year

e There are 4.7 miles of new sidewalk projects identified.

e To construct the additional 4.7 miles of new sidewalk the city would need
4.7x5280x5200/ft=54,963,000

e To advance a new sidewalk through the various phases of design and
construction will require between 3-5 years. Using state and federal
funding does require more of an involved process and will use the full 5
years.

e We currently have a numerically ranked list of streets requiring a sidewalk
based on what refer to as a PPI(Pedestrian Propensity Index). This ranked
prioritization has some flaws within the method of scoring. We expect at
the close of our process, working with our consultant Sally Swanson we will
have a better system of ranked prioritization for sidewalk projects.

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS

e As staff, we believe because the process to advance new sidewalk projects
takes a long lead time (3-5 years) it will require a long term planning
strategy that gets our sidewalk projects done in advance of our paving.

e To achieve that objective the Paving Plan should prepared on an annual
basis, and should project 10 years into the future.

e With the 10 year Paving Plan in hand would be in the position to identify
and advance new sidewalk projects for streets planned to be pave 5+ years
out.



It is our belief the complete streets concepts for new sidewalks can only be
achieved through the long range planning and coordination of the two
programs.

Packaging paving with sidewalk improvements does not capture the
efficiencies of a large paving contract.

We believe that with limited funds for sidewalk improvement projects, new
sidewalk should be primarily funded through state and federal grants.

New sidewalks are considerable higher unit cost than replacing existing
sidewalks $200/ft versus S73/ft.

As an alternate, we could choose to dedicate some of the exiting $500k to
new sidewalk projects however it would be at the expense of maintaining
the existing sidewalk system, and done at a higher unit cost.



