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To: The Burlington Board of Health 

From: Bill Ward/Health Officer
Date: December 11, 2014
Subject: Code Enforcement update from the Health Officer for November/December 2014
Operations
· Initial inspections of 2208 rental units were completed in the first 11 months of 2014.   We are maintaining pace with the units with expiring Certificates of Compliance, so the number being below the targeted 3,000 is not substantial because it means we are keeping pace with required compliance of the rental housing stock.
· Two rental units on Maple Street were declared unfit on November 15th due to insufficient heat and missing smoke/CO detectors.  The posting of “unfit” was removed on November 21st when the re-inspection found the units in compliance.
Key projects for November/December
· One of the FY 15 Departmental goals of our office was to reduce incidents of disorderly rental properties by more than 10 Percent.  The goal was set after last year’s community survey revealed noise complaints were the number 1 concern in some Wards of the city and the 4th highest concern citywide. 40 Percent of the respondents said they were extremely concerned about noise.   The other top 3 survey concerns were burglary, car vandalism and speeding which Code Enforcement does not have a direct corrective link to.   Our efforts have included a variety of techniques including secondary property inspections, landlord/tenant notifications, community leader phone calls to property owners, and joint site visits by Code/UVM at properties with 3 or more new incidents of noise complaints this semester.  These efforts are in addition to all the work the Police Department has undertaken to address the same issue. After the first semester the results are promising.  Weekend noise incidents are down from 442 incidents in 2013 to 341 in 2014.  See the statistics breakdown on the attached sheet for more information on this.
· I attended a Healthy Homes training seminar with the other Burlington Deputy Health Officers on November 25th.  It was hosted by the Burlington Lead Program and was attended by public health and housing practitioners in the area.  The training objective was to aid in the assessment and treatment of housing-related health hazards.
Front Porch Forum

The Code Enforcement office is now active on Front Porch Forum to facilitate direct communications across the 20 Burlington Neighborhoods.  I will update you about the training held on December 3, 2014.
Budget 





 
Budgeted 
Available    Expended    Percent used year to date
Board of Health Budget year to date 

$5,500.00 .00      $5,250.00     $250.00  
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