
 

Neighborhood Planning Assembly Draft Minutes 

Date of Assembly : 7 / 24 / 19        Start Time: (Commence): 7:00 PM 

Location: Miller Center                  Finish Time: (Adjourn): 9:00 PM 

Note taker: Hannah Carpino   Please forward these official minutes to: _____________ 

NPA:  

(choose one) 
Wards 
1 & 8 

Wards 
2 & 3 

Wards 
4 & 7 

Ward 
5 

Ward 
6 

Steering Committee Members in Attendance: 

Chris Trombly, Jeff Comstock, Ryon Frink, Ericka Redic, Jenna O’Donnell, Matt Hurlburt,  

Discussion Topics  

 BPD 

 School District Building Committee 

 North Ave Co-op 

 

Actions Taken / Decisions Made  

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Items and Actions: 
 

Introductions and Announcements 

-Chris Trombly is moving to South Burlington after many years of service to the Steering Committee! 

 

School District Building Committee- Clare Wool, Tom Peterson 

-Working with school board commissioner to oversee re-envisioning of BHS and BTC campus 

-Have developed an MOU with the city 

-Tom Peterson of Peterson Consulting has been hired as an OPM (owners project manager) to coordinate 

services of architects, construction management, and contractors 

-Public meetings will occur third Thursday of every month  

-Slide deck will be available on project website 

-Oversight Committee will make sure project is on time, on budget, and will provide regular updates to School 

Board and Board of Finance  

-Peterson Consulting is local, independently owned company with three employees located downtown in 

Maltex building 

-Contact information for Peterson Consulting available on slide deck 

-Updates and progress since November bond vote 

 -Selection of security consultant 

 -Selection of OPM 

 -Conducted two integrative design workshops 

 -Working towards CHPS certification (Collaborative for High Performance Schools), would be first 

CHPS certified school in the state 



 -Selection of construction manager 

 -Environmental testing 

 -Design charettes with faculty and staff 

 -Completed schematic design  

-Schematic design estimate due back on August 19th- SD and estimate must be presented to Board of Finance 

and School Board 

-New bus drop-off configuration for project has been reviewed and approved by Green Mountain Transit 

-Next meeting is Thursday, August 15th at 5:30 PM in the BHS cafeteria  

 

North Ave Co-op – Community Opporunity 

-Formerly known as Farrington Mobile Home Park across from Key Bank on North Ave 

-Trying to create a plan that will save nearby house for sale to be used as space for community 

-House is 1600 square feet historic home, the “Farrington House” 

-Looking for occupants of property, as well as source funding for repairs 

 -“New North End Community Center” 

-Group is led by Ali Dieng, Franklin Paulino, Travis Bragg, Carina Driscoll. Also working closely with Steve 

Hamlin, president of board at North Ave Co-op 

-House will not be officially listed until August 1st, so group is working fast to try to make a plan 

-Brainstorming concepts such as childcare center, satellite library system, incubator space, artist studios, co-

working space, community kitchen, satellite city services, Feed Kids location, healthcare clinic 

-Growing with Wonder preschool is actively looking for space in NNE- seems like a good potential match  

 

Burlington Police Department Q&A - John Murad, Deputy Chief of Operations 

Q: Certain banks downtown have had to reduce ATM hours due to safety issues. What will be done to correct 

this? 

A: Representatives from bank need to be present if officers are to remove someone from ATM vestibules. This 

can be difficult at night time hours. Church St Marketplace director Ron Redmond is meeting with Burlington 

Police Department about potential solutions to this issue.  

 

Q: Can you address issue of cars being broken into? 

A: Two individuals were arrested and put behind bars who were responsible for car break ins and thefts. BPD 

put out a press release. Encouraging folks to lock cars and remove valuables from vehicles.  

 

Q: Are recent City Hall policies getting in the way of policing in Burlington? 



A: Police forces everywhere are having recruitment and retention issues in the past few years. In Burlington 

specifically, no one has left due to these issues. Most move because of their families or other career 

opportunities. The policies of the city have not affected BPD recruitment or retention.  

 

Q: A co-worker whose place of work borders Leddy Park feels unsafe in the early morning. Are there any 

updates about efforts to deal with activity in the park? 

A: Activity at night and in the morning has been difficult to deal with- not just sleeping in cars, but quality of 

life issues. Some people camp unlawfully. There have been no violent situations thus far.  

 

Q: The biggest problem with police leaving the force is that the courts do not stand behind police officers! We 

should be writing letters. 

A: (no answer because no question was asked) 

 

Q: The closure of City Hall Park has meant the migration of a large group of people around the city. How can 

citizens be helpful? We don’t want to inundate BPD with calls.  

A: If you see illegal behavior (such as public drinking, harassment, or fighting), then call the Burlington Police 

Department. Howard Center has a street team which can be called for issues where someone may be 

experiencing a mental health crisis. You should also just talk to people- these are your neighbors! 

 

NPA Funding- Ryon Frink 

-City Council is giving NPAs extra funding 

-Used to have $400/year, which bought snacks and batteries for mics. New budget is now $2500/year per ward.  

-Sign up sheet for anyone interested in figuring out budget  

 

Engagement with Elected Officials 

-Carol Ode 

 -Trying to address aging population by expanding broadband in rural Vermont (H513 was passed with 

$1.3 million of funding) 

 -Affordable childcare is also important if we want to attract young families. This year’s state budget 

addresses critical needs in childcare and education system  

 

-Bob Hooper 

 -Talking to people about roll-out of 5G occurring in Burlington neighborhoods 

 -Vermont credit rating keeps being downgraded due to aging populace, people should be aware of this. 

We need to attract young folks 



 

-Ali Dieng 

 -Water issues might get worse before they get better. Neighborhoods reported sewage in their homes. 

Proud of how Burlington city departments responded to difficult situation. 

 -Passed Diversity Equity and Inclusion Resolution unanimously in City Council.  

-Next initiative will be around homelessness. Trying to use money from the sale of Burlington Telecom to help 

homeless population- tiny home village? 

 -The New North End is a special place 

 

-Jean O’Sullivan 

 -Hats off to School Board and City Council members, who are doing a lot of hard work this summer 

 -Thousands of jobs going unfilled by Vermonters because they don’t have the necessary skills. State 

college system (primarily CCV and Vermont Tech) are taking offer adult career technical education statewide.  

 -Vermont Gas has a 5% mix with natural materials. They are trying to build that mix up to 40% 

renewables, working with ag community  

 

-Kendra Sauers, School Board 

 -Paving at Hunt is finally happening 

 -Finished Superintendent evaluation, delivered it to him  

 -Magnet coaches are now full time (IAA and Sustainability Academy) 

 -Hired new HR director in central offices 

 -Had a board retreat with self-evaluations and strategic goals for next school year 

 

-Franklin Paulino 

 -Serve Week, trying to raise $10,000 for low-barrier “wet” shelter on King Street 

 -Working on a resolution for talking about climate change and tree planting in the city 

  

 

-Q: Working with children of color in Burlington’s school system has made me wonder about their safety in 

light of recent interactions with BPD. The recent videos of police brutality were disturbing, thank you Councilor 

Dieng for your leadership in dealing with these issues and for voting against del Pozo’s reappointment.   

-Ali Dieng: City Council has created 15-person committee to oversee Police commission- personally, I did not 

agree with the committee because I’m not sure what they can accomplish. We need to deal with these issues 

with transparency and stop hiding information from the public.  

 



 

-Q: Vermont has pledged with other states to give electoral votes to whoever wins the popular vote. Why would 

Vermont go against the Constitution? 

-Jean O’Sullivan: The country has substantially shifted since the creation of the Electoral College, which was 

created to address urban-rural divide. The Electoral College tamps down motivation to vote- we are pushing for 

one person, one vote, which is what democracy is about.  

 

-Q: Looking at Community Innovation Proposal, which is requesting a re-build of Ward voting map. Is 

confusion around wards stopping people from voting? 

Bob Hooper: City seems divided pretty easily, doesn’t seem to be a huge source of confusion.  

Franklin Paulino: Information about voting early and absentee ballots could be better, but no one seems too 

confused about their actual polling location. Sometimes people forget their address changed and go to their old 

location.  

                  


