
 

Neighborhood Planning Assembly Draft Minutes 

Date of Assembly : 9/23/20  Start Time: (Commence): 7:00 PM 

Location: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8028715104 

Finish Time: (Adjourn): 9:00 PM 

Note taker: Liam Daugherty   

NPA:  
(choose one) 

Wards 
1 & 8 

Wards 
2 & 3 

Wards 
4 & 7 

Ward 
5 

Ward 
6 

Steering Committee Members in Attendance: 

Ward 4: Eric Corbman, Jeff Clark, Jenna O’Donnell 

Ward 7: Linda Deliduka, Matt Hurlburt, Jeff Comstock 

Discussion Topics   
§ 7:10-7:40 - Elected Officials (State, 

School, City)  
§ 7:40-8:00 - Supports for Vermonters | 

Everyone Eats / Shiftmeals - Brittany 
Sperber & Hannah Baxter | CVOEO - 
Travis Poulin  

§ 8:00-8:20 - Absentee Ballot Voting 
Update - Jeff Comstock  

§ 8:20-9:00 - VT Senate Candidates 

Actions Taken / Decisions Made  
 

 
Attendees: 
Jeff Comstock Linda Deliduka Jeff Clark 
Jenna O’Donnell Eric Corbman Carol Ode 
Bob Hooper Sylvia Knight Bob Wright 
Birgit Bozek Matt Hurlburt Chris Pearson 
Mark Barlow Robert Bristow-Johnson Martine Gulick 
Stephen Hamlin Ian Bleakney Lea Terhune 
Ericka Redic Brittany Sperber Tom Chittenden 
Kumulia Long Kesha Ram Chris Pearson 
Virgina Lyons   

 
Agenda Items and Actions: 
 

I. 7:00-7:10 - Ground Rules, Introductions and Announcements  
§ Birgit Bozek: Directs the NPA to Steps to End Domestic Violence website for fundraising for the 

Steps for Social Change event. Clarifies the bill number Carol introduced: H8-38 
 

II. 7:10-7:40 - Elected Officials (State, School, City)  
§ State 

i. Carol: Spoke on a bill presented in the house regarding surface water in Vermont, 
COVID-19 economic recovery and relief, and unemployment insurance troubleshooting. 
Clarifies what inter-basin surface water is, and speaks on the impact of climate change on 
surface water and groundwater availability.  

ii. Bob: Discusses the bill H9-52 presented on the floor, a bill regarding special elections 
and ballots. Housing trust fund money was boosted. COVID, future public events being 



changed like Town Hall Meeting Day. Criminal Justice training criteria, police 
responsibilities, use of force bill was passed, cop accountability, unemployment check 
inconsistencies.  

1. Sylvia: Asks about number of the bill on the use of force.  
2. Jeff Comstock: Asks about coordination between state police and city police use 

of force criteria. Bob speaks about how that is an area being worked on currently.  
§ School 

i. Martine: COVID is affecting the school experience, moving to phase 3 from phase 2 re-
opening, changes yet to be decided. High school closed due to high PCB levels, testing 
and removal of PCBs will ensue. Speaks on limitations and challenges with the hybrid 
model. Sunday 27th, BSD and BTV community leader meet and greet with Patrick 
Brown, and Tom Flannigan, among others.  

1. Ian: Question about the timing of the abatement of high school with relation to the 
re-design of the high school. Martine responds that there is no answer right now, 
but some different ideas of approach to this issue have been discussed.  

2. Jeff Comstock: Speaks a bit about why there is a difference between the EPA 
PCB limits and Vermont State limits.  

3. Jeff Clark: Inquires about why it took so long for this information on the PCBs to 
be discovered. Martine answers that COVID delayed the testing dates and 
coordination between the different organizations became more difficult.  

4. Mark: Raises a concern about the budget increases for the re-envisioning due to 
this PCB testing.  

§ City 
i. Sarah: Speaks on a resolution passed to re-evaluate the governance of police, general 

discussions that are happening around policing in Burlington, the passing of rank choice 
voting for city councilors, concerns around UVM students returning, changing hours and 
infrastructure at Leddy park, and reminds every one of the water quality survey put out 
by the water department.  

1. Birgit: Asks if Burlington is unique in its approach to changing its city charter vis-
à-vis police violence, and if this relationship between the city and police is unique 
for its size. Sarah can’t speak to outside of Vermont but this relationship is unique 
within the state, and a consultant has been hired to help guide this process.  

2. Ericka Redic: Raises concerns about city council attitudes towards no-cause 
evictions, firing of police officers, and other issues. Sarah discusses a bit about 
just cause evictions in other states.  

ii. Franklin: Spoke about resolving the “three officer” issue with the city council, 
discussions around what is needed for police reform and community engagement, and 
rank choice voting. 

iii. Ali: Gave thanks to several people in the meeting, and the schedule of the F35s.  
§ Robert Bristow-Johnson: Expresses his support of ranked choice voting, and the process 

surrounding it.  
 
III. 7:40-8:00 - Supports for Vermonters • Everyone Eats / Shiftmeals - Brittany Sperber & Hannah Baxter 

• CVOEO - Travis Poulin  
§ Brittany: Generally explains the role of and mission of Everybody Eats distribute food to the  

community in a collaborative effort. Brittany@skinnypancake.com. Also discusses the 
distribution process of working with Localvore and the Intervale Food Hub. 

i. Linda: Asks what Brittany is specifically looking for in terms of community help, about 
participation criteria, and types of meals. Brittany responds about the myriad of ways 
distribution has been facilitated, the low barrier for participation in this program, the 
several types of meals for a variety of dietary concerns.  



ii. Birgit: Inquires how many meals the community may need at full capacity. Brittany 
estimates around 6,000 meals per week could be consumed till the end of the year in 
Chittenden County.  

iii. Jeff Clark: Suggests the Miller Center for a location for distribution. Linda suggests the 
senior center and Alliance Church.  

 
IV. 8:00-8:20 - Absentee Ballot Voting Update - Jeff Comstock  

§ Jeff: Talks about where people can find links to the absentee ballots online at the Burlington City 
website. Shares that there will be droboxes available for ballots, ballots have begun to be mailed 
out, and other options for returning ballots.  

i. Discussion ensues around various aspects of voting, using ballots, mistakes made on the 
ballots, and what to do on voting day.  

 
V. 8:20-9:00 - VT Senate Candidates 

§   6 candidates present their goals, history, plans, and ask for support in the upcoming elections.  
i. Tom Chittenden: Regionalization, climate change, and creating more opportunities. 

1. Ali: Asks about Tom’s stance on the protests at battery park.  
ii. Kumulia Long: Speaks about personal history, representation within the county, taxation, 

Lake Champlain cleanliness, the protests in Battery Park. 
iii. Ginny Lyons: Discusses recent work in the Senate, services for the aging population in 

Vermont, diversity within Vermont, the protests at Battery Park 
iv. Chris Pearson: Discusses his focus on economic, racial, and environmental justice, 

various bills that relate to those issues, and the protests at Battery Park.  
v. Kesha Ram: Talks about cleaning up lake Champlain, current changes within 

communities, professional history in the legislature, solutions to housing, the police 
union, the protests in Battery Park 

vi. Erica Redic: Discusses opportunity to the American Dream, taxes and regulation in 
Vermont, the protests in Battery Park.  

§ Questions for candidates: 
i. Birgit to Kesha: Asks about the role of the Police Union in this discussion surrounding 

the protests in Battery Park. 
ii. Sarah: Inquires about taxes related to school funding and regionalization.  

iii. Ali: Asks Kumulia Long’s stance on the F-35. Kumulia speaks about the purpose of the 
F-35s, and understands the concerns in regards to noise.  

 
Adjourn: 9:00 PM 


