
 

Neighborhood Planning Assembly Draft Minutes 

Date of Assembly: 8/26/20   

Start Time: 7:02 

Location: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8028715104 

Finish Time: 9:01 

Note taker: Liam Daugherty 

NPA:  
(choose one) 

Wards 
1 & 8 

Wards 
2 & 3 

Wards 
4 & 7 

Ward 
5 

Ward 
6 

Steering Committee Members in Attendance: 

Ward 4: Eric Corbman, Jeff Clark, Alexander Farrell 

Ward 7: Linda Deliduka, Matt Hurlburt, Jeff Comstock 

Discussion Topics  
• 7:00-7:10 - Ground Rules, Introductions 
and Announcements  
• 7:10-7:50 - Elected Officials (School, 
City, State)  
• 7:50-8:15 - Jenna Olson DPW - Water 
Dept. Update  
• 8:15-8:35 - Jon Murad - Recent break-
ins, Public safety 
• 8:35-9:00 - Spencer Chapin - Winooski 

Ave design, plan, feedback 

Actions Taken / Decisions Made  
• Immediately following Agenda Item 
• Generally includes: electing a new steering committee member, 

voting as a body to send a formal communication to the City, 
decisions to spend money. 

 
Attendees: 
Linda Deliduka Matt Hurlburt Patrick Kearney 
Jeff Comstock Jeff Clark Denise Kall 
Eric Corbman John Eisemann Mike Brennan 
Bridget Posik Ian Bleakney Ali Dieng 
Martha Molpus Alex Farrell Franklin Paulino 
Sarah Carpenter Martine Gulick Nicole Losch 
Bob Hooper Peter Ireland Sylvia Knight 
Shirin Hart Carol Ode Matt Kehoe 
Birgit Bozek Carol Roch Robert Wright 

 
 
Agenda Items and Actions: 

I. 7:00-7:10 - Ground Rules, Introductions and Announcements  
a. No announcements made.  

 
II. 7:10-7:50 - Elected Officials (School, City, State)  

a. School – Martine Gulick 
i. School will start September 8th with a hybrid model of attendance.  

ii. Concerns regarding transportation on city buses for high school students having enough 
room. 



iii. Ian: brought up questions around the status of ventilation in the schools, and numbers of 
students at the high school. Discussion ensued around upgrading ventilation, ways to 
promote air circulation, and the nature of student pods 

b. City – Sarah Carpenter, Franklin Paulino, Ali Dieng 
i. Franklin: information on the forum on Facebook for Wards 4&7, UVM re-opening and 

testing rates. 
1. Bob: Questions how fast results come back for UVM, different answers are given.  

ii. Sarah: discussed park re-openings and the various rules and changes surrounding them, 
legal issues regarding the CityPlace development, and water issues at the state level. 
Mentions deadline for the Census on September 30th. 

1. General discussion around CityPlace and parks ensued. Franklin brought up the 
importance of a gate at Leddy park.  

2. Martine: Asks about re-surfacing of the tennis courts at Leddy. Sarah confirms 
they will be.  

3. Matt: Asks about the relationship between the City and the CityPlace 
development. Sarah speaks on how quickly this whole situation developed, and 
the status of building permits.  

iii. Ali: Talked about the litigation with CityPlace and priorities in relation to that with 
education, COVID, and finances. Discussed the mural downtown near the carpark, and 
the Equitable Sharing Program of the Police Department.  

1. Jeff: Asks a clarifying question about the mural being stored at the Burlington 
airport. 

c. State – Bob Hooper, Carol Ode 
i. Bob: Spoke on general discussions in the house including colleges, climate change, 

seatbelts.  
ii. Carol: Discusses pandemic unemployment assistance and insurance, an upcoming talk on 

the 2021 fiscal budget, economic projections for 2021, and the work the committees in 
the house and senate do surrounding systemic racism, schools, global warming, 
healthcare, mental health. Also speaks about the Everyone Eats program and clarifies 
how COVID relief money can be spent.  

1. Matt: Asks what the federal relief funds will go towards. Carol lists various social 
and economic issues that money will be used for.  

2. Martine: Asks about COVID stimulus for education. Carol and Bob clarify the 
money is not necessarily meant or possible for that use.  

 
III. 7:50-8:15 - Jenna Olson DPW - Water Dept. Update  

a. Presentation on Burlington’s water system and infrastructure. 
i. There is a large amount of water to deal with in general. 

ii. Discussion on a combined sewer system, reduced overflow sites, and improvements on 
discharges. 

iii. There are issues with cyanobacteria related to phosphorous and stormwater runoff.  
iv. The phosphorous reduction is a multi-faceted approach.  
v. An integrated plan for increased water quality with wastewater, stormwater, and combine 

sewer system is in its last stages.  
1. It will be the umbrella in which all the water programs live 

vi. Discussed potential solutions to many water issues and feasibility to each of these 
solutions.  

vii. Community involvement at some point in the process occurring in September. 
1. Sylvia: Has a question about sharing information regarding sources of 

phosphorous.  



2. Birgit: Asks about funding behind stormwater and wastewater improvement for 
the integrated plan. Jenna discusses the variety of places they receive funding 
from.  

3. Ali: Inquires about the possibility to assess the quality of water in individual 
households. Jenna is unsure about the feasibility of such technology. Spencer 
Chapin does mention water is regularly tested in the city for water quality.  

4. Sarah: Brings up that this is a state issue and suggests possibly bringing state 
actors in this issue. Jenna suggests reading the 2015 State of the Lake Report for 
more information regionally about the sources of phosphorous.  

 
IV. 8:15-8:35 - Spencer Chapin, Nicole Losch - Winooski Ave design, plan, feedback 

a. Presentation on the Winooski Ave corridor 
i. There is a vision for the corridor to balance safety and development. 

ii. Implementation goals including pavement markings, continuous bike lanes, physical 
protections, and improvements to transit stops and crosswalks.  

iii. Shows mockups for street marking improvements along Winooski Ave. 
iv. Shows schedule and the project information should be available online starting in 

September.  
1. Sarah: Curious on the timing for planning north of Pearl Street. Spencer discussed 

how COVID changed the timeline of that particular part of the project.  
2. Linda: Requests input be considered from people in the New North End who use 

Winooski Ave frequently. 
3. Jeff: Asks about changes south of Maple. Nicole discusses how the format will 

generally stay the same.  
4. Franklin: Provides feedback generally on the project regarding two way traffic.  
5. Matt: Inquires about how the study shows the relationship between number of 

lanes and traffic flow. Nicole talks about several traffic studies that were 
completed before the study was done to support traffic operations in these new 
configurations. Spencer mentions how the traffic will be monitored.  

6. Ali: Talks about an upcoming bike safety event happening soon in the New North 
End, and thanks the presenters.  

 
V. 8:35-9:00 - Jon Murad - Recent break-ins, Public safety 

a. Presentation on  
i. Discussed recent protests in Burlington and Battery Park regarding noise ordinances and 

safety. 
ii. Talked about recent investigations into gunfire in the New North End.  

iii. Spoke on Oakledge and Leddy park incidents, and potential solutions put in place to 
promote safety in the community.  

iv. Addresses burglary in the community as well.  
1. Linda: Asks about sending reminders on Front Porch Forum regarding car safety, 

and requesting numbers to contact when someone sees something.  
2. Sal: Inquires about updates on bike theft. Jon does not have specific updates 

regarding this issue.  
3. Ali: Asks Jon about the Equitable Sharing Program. Jon elaborates on the 

purpose, policies, history, scale, and process of the program and its use in the 
Burlington Police Department. Also speaks on the results of staffing reduction 
through attrition.  

VI. Adjourn: 9:01 PM 
 
Please Remember to Enter Adjournment Time!                    


