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Parks & Recreation and Harbor Commission Meeting
Minutes
March 10, 2015

Commission Present: Bossange, Khadka, Hanson and Matson

Staff Present: Bridges, Leugers, Francis, Rogers and Putzier

The meeting was convened at 5:36 p.m. by Commission Vice Chair Bosssage.

Approval of Agenda
Motion was made by Hanson to correct the minutes by changing Item III paragraph two to read “Hanson inquired as to what the process is for residents who want to plant trees.” And correct Item VI paragraph one to read “Hanson stated that she attended the SOS BTV meeting and gave an overview. It was well attended and she expressed her support for the group.”  And finally correct item IX to read “Hanson asked Bridges to explain what the naming of the bike path means.”, second by Khadka, to approve the agenda as amended, motion carried.   

Approval of Consent Agenda
A. Approval of Minutes of February 3, 2015 Meeting
*waive the reading, approve the minutes and place them on file

Motion was made to approve the consent agenda with the indicated corrections to the minutes as requested above by Hanson second by Khadka, motion carried. 

Presentation of Jeff Rockwood Coach of the Year Award
Rogers introduced himself and stated that he organized athletics for many years and several years ago created the Jeff Rockwood Award in memory of the amazing job and dedication that was given by Jeff Rockwood and each year the nominee for the award is chosen by himself and the previous recipients of the award. The award was presented to Cheryl Dowling this year. He then stated how Dowling had been coaching for 5 years and in many different programs. Rogers said she is his most dependable coach in the New North End and how invaluable her service is. The award hangs at the Miller Community Recreation Center and each year the person that is nominated becomes part of the nominating committee going forward.

Dowling stated that it was her pleasure to give back and she enjoyed basketball all her life and was very happy to see the children grow and get better as they get older.

Hanson added that Dowling is a dear friend of hers and stated that she is very deserving of the award and was very appreciative of all the hard work and dedication she provides.

Public Forum (Time Certain 6:00PM, 3 min. per person time limit)
Public forum opened at 6:00 p.m.

Chris Lines of Seventh Generation, stated that he would like to have the bike path be more of a recreation use and would like to see pause spaces for exercises and as a user stated that he still sees as just a path and wants to focus more on the pause places and finding ways to include fitness specifically on the path.

Hans van Wees, Hotel VT, stated he felt it would be very good to see the path go along the water side. He had two questions; wanted to know where to cross Penny Lane and how crossing would work, Bridges said the whole area will be realigned later, not this summer but a realignment will diverge down Lake Street, better signage, power lines are going underground and removal of all clutter.
Second question was would the path be cleared in the winter for cross country and snow shoeing on the path. Bridges said the department has been experimenting with grooming the path this year and can't get through certain areas; can run, ski and bike but not completely remove the snow. Bridges also stated he had received a lot of positive feedback regarding the grooming this season and was not in favor of salting the path, it would be a big expense and the salt would go into the Lake, he felt a good compromise was found and would like to groom from Leddy to Roundhouse Park next year.

Hanson commended the department with striking a very good compromise around the winter uses, loves pause places, mentioned the trees and would like to think about planting a variety of trees that are native to Vermont. Hanson also loved the idea of fitness exercise spaces along the path.

Khadka asked if there is a plan to do anything with the large open space in the urban reserve and Bridges said that space is the deep water port and the only deep water port to bring boats in and out and has been left for future discussions on next uses, operating under conditional use that is currently happening.

Kristi Dagati, UVM student stated that if there were information kiosks that would be a good place to post the different types of trees and have people identify them and it would add an educational piece to the path.

Bossange asked for an update as the project is going through the process in the spring and Bridges said definitely would need to come back to the Commission at that time anyway for approval on several of the other pieces. Bridges also stated there will be a lot of construction but minimal disruption.

Matson asked about the kiosks and what that would look like and was told by Parizo that it could have varied information depending on what information was desired and the location of the kiosk.

Francis stated for the record that the UVM group was a sustainable group and looking at different areas of study in regards to the bike path.

Public forum closed at 6:20 p.m.

Presentation of Bike Path Phase 1b, Pause Place Development and Renaming
Erin Parizo from VHB introduced herself and stated that phase 1b consists of the urban reserve section of the bike path. She then stated that she would go through a number of slides and show what was planned for this particular section of the path and where they are to date and when the expected deadline for completion would be. 

Construction from Penny Lane down to Perkins Pier also known as phase 1a was reviewed and explained that this section went through to October 2, with completion of Silver Linden Alley (trees), realignment around Waterfront Park, installation of drivable grass and waterfront sidewalk, excavation/sub-base from King Street to Maple Street and concrete pads and curbs. Anticipated continuation of phase 1a is April 13 with a completion date of May 18th, finish up paving, intersection, landscaping and other small items.

Phase 1b goes to the upper limits of what there is funding for, funding goes to the end of the urban reserve, with more needed buy in to fund the remainder of the path. The goal is to connect from waterfront north access area to end of the urban reserve and to realign the path more to the west closer to the water.

Existing conditions of the path are between 8-9 feet, moving and enlarging the path will improve it dramatically, 25-40 foot buffer between the path and the waterline, path itself is 15 feet wide with ten feet between the path and the dog park area.  There is many impervious areas and the goal is to remove as much concrete as possible, trying to make more inviting and the existing path would be removed.

Proposed pause places would be College Street, dog park water access and Texaco beach. Parizo showed a design plan of the proposed dog park pause place which included benches, bike racks, seats and stairs. The Texaco Beach pause place would include a kiosk, beach access, bike rack and staircase as well as benches.

Shoreline improvements would include localized areas of shoreline restoration, identification of 14 improvement sites, varying characteristics and currently assessing areas to address, would not get to all 14 but assessing by urgency and safety. Will also look at tree impacts and replacements, goal is to replace on a one to one basis, arborist will be working with VHB on picking out the specific trees. Vegetation improvements would include shoreline stabilization, landscaping and place making.

Schedule for the project consists of beginning construction in July 2015 with completion in November 2015.

Burlington College Property Discussion
Bridges said that since he last met with the Commission an agreement has been met with Gil from the Land Trust and others such as Farrell, the new owner and came to a multi-user agreement, does not change what happens next. The interested parties that signed on will come up with a framework and a number of public meetings that will be managed by an outside consultant. The fee will be shared with the other partners. Some of the topics will be; added public access and connectivity, recreation and open space. The first public meeting will be about what are the values that all have to move forward.  Bridges would like the Parks & Recreation Commission and the Conservation Board to keep this item on their regular monthly meeting agendas to allow for public process to continue and for further input. This provides another opportunity in addition to public process. The Land Trust, Housing Trust, City and Farrell want to make sure the old north end is involved in the process.

Hanson asked about the working group and who the member that would be appointed by the City Council is and was told by Bridges the person had not been announced yet. Hanson also added that adding a member from the SOS group would be very beneficial and would like to see that view point represented. Bridges said it was his understanding that it would be a City Councilor and Bossange said he agreed with Hanson in having a representative from the SOS group. Bridges said that he would relay that sentiment to the group.

Director's Items
Bridges gave a staffing update; part time custodial position was filled by a temp that had been doing the position, hired a new maintenance worker Alex who comes with lots of experience, from Berlin, VT, posted for part time administrative position at the MCRC, currently filled by seasonal and in process of filling, in the process of interviews for electrical worker position, about to review applications for the marketing and outreach position, quite a few applications. Francis will be leading that search, looking forward to bringing someone on board very soon. Bridges stated that it was a good time to be hiring for this position with the vacancy of Leugers as she did much outreach to others and this will help to fill that gap. Announced the event Join the Jam to help get funding for the Recreation and Nutrition program, working with the Fletcher Free Library since they serve many also. Asked all to attend the event and the goal would be to get more people to the event. This event along with the Eggstravaganza and the Ice Show are all on March 28th. In the interim with Leugers vacancy in Recreation Rogers will be covering and Bridges will be providing support to the events folks and the other members of the leadership team will also help. Bridges will be taking a good look at the needs during this transition and Rogers will be very valuable in this process.

Commissioner's Items
Bossange updated group on the Burlington Parks Foundation stating it had its monthly meeting this past Monday and the signature project is to raise one million dollars for the bikepath, had a quiet campaign so far with a press conference in early May and will have a public launch soon. Foundation continues to get other specific donations as well. Bossange concluded by saying the Foundation is alive and well, meeting monthly and has been helping with other projects within the City. 

Bridges added that part of the monies received through the Foundation from Seventh Generation helped get the current Big Belly trash cans that are used at the Waterfront.

Adjournment
Motion was made to adjourn at 6:45 p.m. by Bossange second by Hanson, motion carried. 
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