
Public Safety Committee

December 10, 2013
Minutes

Committee Members: Councilors Jane Knodell (JK) (Chair); Norm Blais (NB));
Staff:   Richard Haesler (RH), CA’s Office; Karen Vastine (KV), CJC Director, Jerry Monock (JM) CJC Volunteer
Also Present: David Charns, WPTZ
I.  5:01 p.m.- Call to Order

II. Approve Agenda and Minutes
Agenda approved unanimously on NB’s Motion

8/13/13 minutes – postponed upon motion by JK – not reviewed prior to meeting
III. Public Forum

There were no speakers at public forum

IV. Neighborhood Safety Initiative

JK – provides background leading to the survey which was conducted re Neighborhood Safety and community involvement.
KV – update will also present an update to City Council on Monday - will serve as a preview for a City posting – hoping for committee suggestions going forward – 

JK – there were indicators of selection bias 
KV – synopsis

JM – City effort on how to organize community building activities – block parties – gardens, etcetera.  Looking for City support for these activities.
KV – Note – there was not a group in Ward 5 – forming their own safety initiative – reference Officer Olafson

JM – Nixel alerts to a subscriber list

KV – we have had a lot of success with see/click/fix – similar initiatives for graffiti, etcetera
JK – also talk about the citizen’s academy

KV – will ask the chief to address this on Monday

JM – also descriptors of 911 to closure process

KV – suggestions for engaging the public at the NPAs

NB – Police presence goes a long way toward people feeling that their concerns are being heard

DC – Q & A w WPTZ – McClure lobby at Fletcher Allen on December 11th

IV.  Safety Protocols in Schools

JK – We reviewed Mr. Irish’s response to our queries – there might be some follow-up questions - See in Winooski – were there after action review of previous protocols? – was there any follow-up?  What are the protocols for lockdowns?   Is there regulations for/of visitors to the schools?  What is the practice?

V. Banning Weapons other than guns

NB – Summary of referral from Charter Change – I know that the Chief has expressed concern re knives in bars – but I feel that this can re rolled into inquiry for after the ballot item on guns

IV.  Any Other Business

No next meeting scheduled

Meeting Adjourned at 6:06


