
Public Safety Committee

August 13, 2013
Minutes

Committee Members: Councilors Jane Knodell (JK) (Chair); Paul Decelles (PD);
Staff:   Richard Haesler (RH), CA’s Office; Karen Vastine (KV), CJC; Police Chief Mike Schirling (MS), BPD
I.  5:10 p.m.- Call to Order

II. Approve Agenda and Minutes
Agenda approved unanimously on PD’s Motion

5/29/13 minutes approved unanimously on PD’s Motion

III. Public Forum

There were no speakers at public forum

IV. Neighborhood Safety Initiative

Karen Vastine – update 

Launch – end of June – w survey returns – First Saturday in October (5th) re

City Council/NPA Community Outreach Day

w/ press event the night before in order to capture news cycle

w/ Kristin Olafson – Police Officer – Community Coordinator

V. Offenses & Miscellaneous Provisions – Section 21-49 – Church Street Marketplace District Trespass Authority
(MS) See Summary – 35 first offense; 4 second offense; one third

Note: Overall Police Contacts for the offenders in each category - suggests that the Ordinance is working – Will follow up w a communication in a few months.

Has there been displacement to other areas?  This is unclear at this point.

VI.  Resolution Relating to Charter Change to Prohibit Assault Weapons and High Capacity Clips
Status Update:  School Board has not yet provided material – postponed - staff (RH) to solicit a communication from the Board re emergency plans, etcetera for the 13/14 school year

VII.  Illegal Drug Trafficking 

Presentation by Chief Schirling

Summary of statistics

Letter/Outreach – Distributed re Community Impact Teams
Brazen Robberies and Burglaries are down

Now appears that drug crimes are occurring more among parties that are known to each other – e.g. drug sale rip-off

Agg. Assault – majority at bar closing

Mental Health Issues continue to appear red flagged as a spike in our significant incident requiring police contact

Note – that our methadone clinic which serves 450 – now has a waiting list of over 800

Note – the never-ending link between addiction and crime

(JK) Do we have any data re fencing operations

(MS)  Yes.  Precious Metals; Jewelry; Apple Items; Copper

We have evidence that we are displacing the market to outside of Burlington; there is now addiction issues in even the smallest towns in Vermont – Here in Burlington the Feds are bringing a credible threat w DEA; FBI and Us Attorneys – presence is apparent

(JK) Are there enough resources?

(MS)  Now yes, but the fear is that it could all go away if terrorism causes another refocusing like it did after 9/11

This ties in neatly w Neighborhood Safety Initiative

Neighborhoods and Police working to establish deterrents to crime – See the increased numbers of foot patrol officers in our statistics.

(JK) to staff – please include a PDF of the Stats w the minutes when you put them out.

(MS)  If the word is out on the street that a particular neighborhood is not the place where you want to be engaging in certain illegal activity then we are succeeding – We want to create the “legend” of deterrence.

(JK)  Can I ask the explosive question – where does race factor in the statistics on drugs.  

(MS)  It’s there.  We see it because young black males are recruited from the serving cities to work as “mules.”  Young men too.  They move the product.  And the sources know that it is harder to create long term punishment when your mules are just kids.

VIII. OTHER BUSINESS

Next meeting – sometime after the October community outreach day re the Neighborhood Safety Initiative.  Late-October or Early November.  And we will need that communication from the School Board.

IX.  ADJOURNMENT
(PD)  Move to adjourn.

Meeting Adjourned at 6:08


