
Public Safety Committee

May 29, 2013
Minutes

(Approved 8/13/13)
Committee Members: Councilors Jane Knodell (JK) (Chair); Norm Blais (NB); 
                                    Paul Decelles (PD);
Staff:   Richard Haesler (RH), CA’s Office; Karen Vastine (KV), CJC; Christine Olofson,   

                                    (CO), BPD; 
Others present:  Tim Cross (TC); Gail Shampnois (GS); Jerry Monock (JM)

I.  5:03 p.m.- Call to Order

II. Approve Agenda and Minutes of 5/8/13
     Agenda approved unanimously on NB’s Motion 
     (RH)  Minutes were not done – although no formal action was taken beyond setting next meetings – that said a summary will be provided along with tonight’s minutes for the next meeting.

III. Pubic Forum

1. Tim Cross – On Water Fluoridation – Notes and compliments the City’s reduction from 1.0 ppm to 0.7 ppm but call for further action in light of recent Harvard 2012 report.  Submits DVD compilation of materials to the committee.  

(RH) accepts DVD to be placed on file.

IV. Neighborhood Safety Initiative
a) Update from Karen Vastine (Community Justice Center) and Christine Olofson (Burlington Police Department)  (joined by Committee members Jerry Monock – community volunteer and Gail Shampnois from UVM Office of Student and Community Relations) re  Organizational Plan 2013-14
Discussion re:

(CO) Neighborhood Safety Initiative –  Goals 
· Increase community connection

· Communication w law enforcement

· Communication lines for suspicious activity

· Community member leadership sought

(GS) Successful Initiative Examples elsewhere

· Report on Ames, Iowa (college community)

· Dudley Street in Boston

· Legacy Projects

· Isham Street example (w/ UVM community coalition)

     (KV) Update on Planning
· Review of January 16 Community Meeting re (a) technologies; (b) Events; (c) communications with public – lead to group formation in March

(JM) – Report from Committee Member (South Hill Section) 
· Ride-a-long experience

· Parallel Justice

· Nixel Alerts

· September Block Party – south Union Street

Next Steps (CO):

· Phase I Survey – roll out begins w the June 27th meeting @ BPD Community Room 

· Other events – Farmer’s Market; Old North End Ramble

· Collection by Labor Day 

· Phase II – Survey Results

(NB) Can we incorporate the Colleges in any of this?

Discussion

Next Steps – continued (CO):

· Phase II – 

(a) September – Another Public Forum

(b) (b) Citizen’s Academy – rollout; expect 20-25 people

(c) Strategies by Neighborhood

(d) Check Immigrant Community Involvement

V. Offenses & Miscellaneous Provisions – Section 21-49 – Church Street Marketplace District Trespass Authority

(RH) Status Update – Chief Schirling indicates that although the Ordinance passed over the winter; the provision was not implemented until the first of May and it is premature to assess it at this point – he will provide a brief update at the August meeting with an assessment and report after the summer.

VI. Resolution relating to Charter Change to Prohibit Assault Weapons and High Capacity Clips
(RH)  Status Update – Again Chief Schirling will provide update at the August meeting – Charter Change appears to be on task with most of the information gathering – RH to contact School Department for their input.

VII. Any Other Business

(JK)  Given that the Community meeting originally scheduled for 6/5 has been rescheduled to 6/27, it makes no sense for us to have our meeting with Chief Schirling on 6/26.  
Discussion follows and the next meeting is set for 8/13 from 5 to 7 in the Community Room at BPD (subject to Chief Schirling’s availability.

VIII. Adjournment

 (NB)  Move to adjourn.

MEETING ADJOURNED at 6:07 p.m.

