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March 14, 1979

Honorable Gordon Paquette
Mayor

City Hall

Burlington, VT Q5401

Dear Mayor Paquette:
We are pleased to inform you that the Wells-Richardson Complex
has been officially entered on the National Register of Historic

Places.

If you desire further information regarding this nomination,
please feel free to contact us.

Sincerely,

DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION

William B. Pinney
Director
State Historic Preservation Officer

WBP/CHA : rmid

cc: Randall Kamerbeek, Burlington Planning Commission
Arthur Hogan, Chittenden County Regional Planning Comm.
Terrence J. Boyle
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United States Department of the Interior

~_ HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 S
IN REPLY REFER TO: "
RECEIVEDHMAR 1 4 1979
The Director of the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Chris Therral Delaporte

is pleased to inform you that the historic property listed on the enclosed
sheet has been nominated by the State Historic Preservation Officer
responsible for your State's implementation of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966, P.L. 89-665 (80 Stat. 915), as amended. It has
accordingly been entered In the National Regilster of Historic Places. A
leaflet explaining the National Register 1is enclosed for your information
and convenience.
Enclosures




ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE VERMONT

Date Entered MAR 5 1979

Name Location
Wells-Richardson District Burlington

Chittenden County

Also Notified

Honorable Robert T. Stafford
Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
Honorable James M. Jeffords
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For further information, please call the National Register at (202}343-6401.




N

STATE OF YERMONT

AGENCY O DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY (802) 828-3211 MONTPELIER, VERMONT 05602
DEPARTMENTS QOF: . DIVISIONS OF:

Economic Development 828-3221 ‘ ' Administration 828-3231

Housing & Community Affairs 828-3217 ) Historic Prescrvation 828-3226

Vermont Travel Division 828-3236
Vermont Life Magazine 828-3241

October 17, 1978

Dr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register

National Register of Historic Places
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Services
18th and C Streets, N. W.

‘Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Enclosed please find National Reglster nomination forms for the
following:

Wells-Richardson Complex, Burlington, Chittenden County, VT
This property is being submitted under the Historic Preservation
Act of 1966 for inclusion in the National Register of Historic
Places.

Sincerely,

‘ﬂl 44/4% (%5)

iam B. Pinney
Director

State Historic Preservation Officer

WBP/CHEA:xrmd

Enclosure



STATE OF VERMONT

AGENCY OF DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITY APPAIRS

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY (802) 828-3211 ’ MONTPELIER, VERMONT 05602
DEPARTMENTS OF: DIVISIONS OF:

Econamic Development 828-3221 : Administration 828-3231

Housing & Community Affairs 828-3217 Historic Preservation §28-3226

Vermont Travel Division 828-3236
Vermont Life Magazine 828-3241

October 17, 1978

Honorable Gordon Paquette
Mayor

City Hall :
Burlington, VT 05401

Dear Mayor Paquette:

We are pleased to inform you that the Wells-Richardson Complex

is being submitted to the Office of Archeology and Historic
- Preservation for consideration for entry on the National Register
of Historic Places. Notification of acceptance or rejection of
the nomination will follow.

Please feel free to contact us if any further information is
desired. '

. ‘ Sinceselv. _
// WA s
William B. Pinney

Director
State Historic Preservation Officer

WBP/CHA : rmd

cc: Mr. Randall Kamerbeek, Planning Director
Mr. Arthur Hogan, Chittenden County Regional Planning Comm.
Mr. Terrence J. Boyle
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i DESCRIPTON

o . CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE : |

; —EXCELLENT . _DETERIORATED ‘ —UNALTERED ~ L ORIGINAL SITE :

: X000 . —RUINS L _ALTERED. o _MOVED DATE .
i ZFAR __UNEXPOSED o ' : é

) ) k ﬁ ¢
: z J ) DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Wells-Richardson Complex cormrises one urban block in downtown
Burlington bounded on the north hy Colleqn Street, on the west by Pine
Street, on the south by HMain Street and on the east hy St. Paul Street.
On the northern side the block is doninataed by the Wells~Richardson
complex of buildings (4's 3, 13 and 14), while the southern half is
characterized by 20th century buildings and facade remodelings. Archi- -
tectural styles of the 17 buildings within the block include &he Italia- .
mate style (#'s 38, 9 and 10) and the Colonial Pevival style (!'s 1
“through 4). Additionally there are several examnles of factory construc-
tion {(#'s 13, 14 and 15)." ‘ :

" The frontage alonag St. Paul Street demopnstrates an evenness of 3
height and scale, the visual quality of the strestscape being enhanced '
by the existence of open space of City Hall Park eastward across St.

Paul Street. Dramatic sightlines characterize the College Street facades i
as the rulti-storied Wells-Richardson Nuilding (#8) and New England "3
! Hospital Building (§#9) rise with their impressively elaborate Italianate b
= detailing, The Pine Street face of the district has only one building '
; " that faces on it - the Beokstacks (#13), an excellent example of

! adaptive re-use. The structures on Main Street present a first--
guarter 20th century commercial appearance and are noteworthy for -the
variety of uses they onte represented, including an automobile show-

{ room, a candy factory and a hotel,

—— o iy O MY . AL il o A —— - — —— AL Wit B PR .. -

The inventory of buildings is as.follnwg:

1. Walker llotel, 116 Main Street.
i Georgian Reviwval, 1891, altered c. 1210, This 2%-story, gable- ,
roofed wood frame building was constructed originallv as a manufactory
for candy. The stuccoed and brick venrer facade, measuring seven bays :
. - with a central entrance, was remodelled nrcand 1240 by the architect
Louis dewton, with a Georgian Revival "false front"” consisting primarily "

- of a blind, wood parapet with central nedimant at the roof cornice, » ig
avplied wood nilasters and stuccoed pianc nobhila at the second story i
level and a sign in the frieze beneath the pediment reading "Walker
Lodge.". On the first floor, tne threr wostzrmiwst bays have flat- 8

"arched windows, the main entranca has n breken oodimented and denti-
culated door surround with engaged colams and a transom light, and e
the threes easternmost bays consist of a door and two small windows with- f
a shingled hood above them, all results of alterations during the last ?f@
decade. ' ' : '

A local candy manufacturing company by the name of Macrae, Mont-
gomery & Company made arrangements i the late 19%th century to exvand
their business, with assistance from local industrialist V. A. Woodbury.

In 1891, Woodbury and K. B. Walter couwstructed this building,
. N ] . :

)

.
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reincorporating the candy firm as’ the Crystal Fonrect1onary Company with N
Woodbury as president. About 1902 the firm maved to lardger quarters - hafw
and Walker's widow turned this structure into commercial space downstairs D%
and rented rooms unstairs, These uses of the building continue to the 5@3
present. _ . —

2. Vermont Transit Central Torm1na1 133~13% St. Paul Street.

Commercial style, 1891. Xnown originall, as the Woodbury and
Walker Block, this alterad structure was. connccted to the Walker Lodge

(#1). on Main Street by a bridge during the dncade 1991-1902, when . Y
Walkdr Lodge housed the factory of the Crystal Confectiohary Company. gﬁ;-
The company's principal partners, Woodbury and Walk~r, had this block Ea

designed by C. W. Fisher and erected in 1891l. On the first floor were ——

retail stores and upstairs were offices for fhe Woodbury family and the
candy company

This 3- story, brick corner building featnis hrick vnilasters
dividing the flat-arched windows into qroupings of 3, 4 and 3 bays on
the principal {eastern) facade and grouninm 7 2, ~, 4, 2, and 2 .
bays on the southern (Main Street) elovation, ihass pilasters extend iﬁﬁ

unwards into the larqge, corbeled cornice which 1s actually a rparapet P
matching the height of the building next door  (llotel Huntington, #3). ——
The brick corbeling -which exists betweon the pilastnr extensions is - R
topped by cap molding. Single-row brick handing divides the second |
and third stories. The original unpainted bhrick with tinted mortar :
and wood sills are evident on the rear ~levatiemn of the building.

Retail storefronts and Vermont Transit Ffacilities, located on the u

ground floor since the 1230's, have undrroone conkewporary alterations. gﬁ#
In the 1920's the upper floors were converted Lo apartments, which S S
renovation is related to the adjacant structurs, Hotel Huntington, (#3). o
-
. hd
3. lHotel Huntington, 121-131 St. Panl Skrant. ?Zm~
‘ X i
Commercial style, c. 1872 and 1886. This structure is a 3-story ﬁﬂf
brick commercial block whose facade is divided into five asymmetrical * o
secctions by pilasters for a total of 15 bhavs. These divisions reflect
a major rcmodollnq of. the structure into the Inrlinacon Jlotel by Georqe
M. Delaney in 1836. At that time, -a pedimentel pavilion with modillioned ey
cornice and a fourth story with round-arched windows were added to a- e
4-bay section of the block. The facada at this time reflected the pro—
Renaissance Revival style on its mvoer Tloors, while the main floor
JFWPmmercial storefronts were desiqno&‘in Ehar Juatin Anne manner. Losing I

T T e oo W T ool
S e e o e
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to the compctltlon from the nearby Van MNess llouse, the once- prcfltable .
hotel failed around 1910 and was later converted to apartmentss During oot
that renovation the fourth story and pediment were removed. ‘When ’fﬁd
Vermont Transit Lines located their terminal on the corner of Main and o
‘St. Paul Streets during the late 19230's, the market Ffor a hotel was ot

renewed. The llotel Huntington, expanded to include the adjacent Wood-
bury & Walker Block (#2), was opened in the 1940's. The two buildings
" currently reflect the construction of a continuous parapet which served.
to join them at a level about half a story above the third-floor windows.
At the present time they are both beinag remodnled adain as arpartments.

‘The qround floorg of both blocks (42 and 3) consist of contemporary
storefronts of brown ceramic tile with exposed concrete aggregate
"mansards."” The uppar floors are divided horizontally by projecting
sill-courses. The brick pilasters end in corbeled caps above the third-
floor windows, the caps bding.topped by a 1 faot high blind paravet
of brick. Attached to the rear of this hotel is a 19th century, 24%-

. story, gable-roofed brick carriage barn (#27) nwlified as a warehouse
with central doors on hoth levels of the gable ond. Now used as a .
bottling plant, the structure has a high, coursed vrubble stone founda- :
tion, segmental-arched window openings with muetil Cire shutters on the ZR
gable end and a stone lintel over the hasemsnt entrance. S

-

4. Park Square Building, 115-11% St. Pan) trast,

. Colonial Revival style, c. 1834 and c. 1927, 72 3-story, brick
cormmercial block built for W. XK. Brown, -2 mnamifactnror of patent medi-
cines, this structure acquired its stuceoad facade around 1923, the
date of incorporation of Burlington Lodqe 4217 of tho Benevolent

" Protective Order of Ilks of the U. S. The rrmodaling of this building
to serve as their clubhouse includnd ~»mhellishing +ho top of the facade

" with the lotters "BPOE" set within blus meadallions hoelow the stepped,
slichtly raked narapet. Just hencath tho I-tr-rs are three recessed,
round-arched panels, incorporating th» foneastration for the second and
third stories. The sccond story has caserent hay vindows which have
sheet metal roofs., BRetwesen floors there ar~ Jdacorative vertical stucco
ranels. On the third story within each arched panel are four double

. hung sash windows topped by a semi-circular Eanlight above the two
middle windows. The first floor storefront consists of white and

black polished marble with an aluminu~ cornic2 and cantral cntrance
‘with alass door and transom light.
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5. Continental Luncheon Delicatessen, 111 St. Paul Street. ‘
. . e
Vernacular with Italianate additions, c. 1820, 1870, and 1910. ﬁg;
This 3-bay, 4-story brick structure exhibits its early 19th century i
origins in the flat-arched windows of the facade and in the gable- -

roofed 3-story section in the rear of the building. The fourth floor
with round arched windows, large scroll-bracketed frame cornice and
shed roof all reflect the 1870 additions, carried out in the Italianate
style. The storefront on the ground level has transom lights hidden
beneath a 20th century sign. The structure appears to have been built
around 1820 for merchant E. T. Englesby as a 3-story, parapeted-gable ¥
commercial block in the Federal style. The facade was divided into g g
two identical storefronts separated by a firewall. Around 1910 it i
was joined to the building to the north on the corner of College Street —
to form a large plant for the Burlington Steam Laundry. The laundry,

except for this remnant, was torn down after World War II to make room

for the gas station (#6). The old fire wall was thus used.as the new

north wall.

6. Ben and Gerry's Ice Cream Store, 107 St. Panl 3treet.

% B
Moderne style, c. 1950. Because of its style and date of construc- b
tion, it does not contribute to the historic character of the district. pm
7. Paul, Frank & Collins Building, 135 Colleqe Street. Fee
Renaissance Revival style, 1899, Constructed originally as an :
office for Dr. W. l. Englesby, this 2-story, shed-roofed, small-scaled
building is handsomely detailed in elonqgated vellow bricks, used for oy
the walls and as banding to sheath the foundation, and shaped to form gl
hoodmolds for round arches of the sidehall entrance bay and two windows e e
on ground floor. An off-center gabled parapet rises above the cornice, . EEF?

and centered beneath the parapet is a triple window with shaped brick
mullions. Tlanking this window are one small-arched window with a
hoodmold and one polygonal bay window, all at the second floor level.
The first story windows have leaded glass with opalescent panes above
the larger lights. In 1907 this building housed the offices of Walter
R. B. Wilcox, its architect.

P T TN UL PR R .
R L A Y et O
™ B v . -

=&
-
.
A
P
Sy
3
: S
/
2
k!
W
=y
P
L
23
1
ple’




IR B e A B T T e e R LAl Pl St S o i 1) i Ol : e - g N ’ s o

Farm No 10 300a . . ‘ .
iHev 10 74) ‘ : : ‘ % -

UNTIED STATES DEPAR TMENT OF THE INTHRIOR . [FON NP5 USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE TR |

. |RecEivED I
TIONAL REGISTER OF HISTOR!C PLACES L R ;
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM - [PATEENTERED %
.co‘nﬂnuanon SHEET N  TeMnUMBER 7 PAGE 5 |

3. - Wells Richardson Building, 127 Colleas Street.
. . -

High Victorian Italianate style, 1983. Constructed as the main e
office and labhoratory of the Wells-Richardson Comvany, druq and medicine Bﬁﬂ“
manufacturing firm, this richly textured brick structure rises three o
stories above the plate glass and tranaom—llqhtcd storefront level.

Five bays, each with paired windows framed by rock-faced granite lintels
“and sills, are spaced across the facade on each floor, divided by. brick .
pilasters with granite caps.. Other detailing includes the use of various
kinds of arches throughout the fenestration, terra cotta and brick panels
in the spandrels, an elaborately corbeled cornice constructed of-shaped
‘brick and terra cotta, and granite finials placed atop the series of
pilasters, between the center two of which is a panel with lettering . o
which reads "1383 Wells & Richardson." The ground floor bayvs have brick t—-'
corner piers, cast iron nosts, plate glass windows with wood muntins and ’
stained glass transom lights. '

3. - Mew Enagland Hospital‘Supply Co., 1172-12% 2cllaae Street.

[ligh Victorian Italianate style, 1874, This 1had- bcarlnq brick -
huilding is comprised of two distinct snctinns, oned being six stnries i
high, the other, four. Designed in 1374 by Pnhy & Brothers, the six- gai
atory section originally had only four stories. At an unknown later e
date, the upprer two stories were added, and the four- story western- e
section was constructed so that the building has a continuing facade, fepeen
i.e. there is no visible seam between tie two sections. The fenestration . *
for both sections is similiar. On the uaper f¥nors of the 6-story section 7
there are szven bays divided into groups of 7, 3 and 2 windows by heavy, el
projecting, metal cornices with brackot. “n’1 “onted 3ills, el
The cornice decorates and protects the cindon groupings and is echoed R R
by the extremely prominent roof cornir: with large niodillions. The same ﬁ@ﬁ’
window coranices and sills are used to articulate the five bays on the ﬂ%ﬁ
two upper floors of the 4-story sitructurae in their nroups of 1, 3. and T

1 windows. The medillioned roof cornice of this scection is heavier and
and more elaborate, and is detailed with consoles in addition to the
modillions. 'This roof cornice resembles thiat of the 6~3tory section
shown in an early photograph when it had only four stories.’ The second
floor of the present A- story section has been Jdranstically altered by a
previous owner with the imposition of 3 large plate glass windows The
ground story of hoth sections, unified by a 1arqge signboard, was also
altered in the 1950's. "It now has black molished marble fac¢ing below:
large plate glass storefronts. : '

..rf"djf‘}.v e wowy
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‘The Wells & Richardson Co. located their original store at the 125
College Street {or eastern) section of this structure, using tke upper
floors for offices and sales rooms. In 1993 they expanded to the larqge
building further east (#8) now Bennington Potters “lorth, Inc. The
western section was apparently used by another pronrietory medicine

- firm by the namé of Henry, Johnson and Lord.

10. 115 Colleqge Street

) Italianate style, c. 1875. Constructed on a slightly smaller
scale than the building adjacent to the east (#9) this 4d-story brick
commercial block measures four bays wide. . I'2anrative hood moldings
with labels adorn the flat, seaqmental and round-arched windows on the
2nd, 3rd and 4th floors, respectively. The large roof cornice is highly
detailed with consoles, modillionsz and a curved, molded frieze panel.,
"The ground story has undergone contemnorary nlterations and now has
three round-arched bays, one being the entrance, while the other two
are plate glass windows. Between the first an? -ncond floors is a small
cornice above a signboard. This buildinag hovaad the Pope, Berry and
Hall wholesale coffece,tea and spice businwess, L : -
11. 113 College Street

20th century commercial style, c. 19153, A 1l-story brick veneer.

structure, in Flemish bond, this store weasurss four bays on its facade.
The latter has three plate glass windovs with alyminum muntins and
frames, in addition to the door, a sigrbhoard ith can molding above - the
windows and a parapet with concrete coning. ' ‘

12. 111 Colleae Street

© Greek Revival style, c. 1240, A ' -story, 3-bay side-hall plan
residence, this building is construct - ol laizsk in a 7-coursed common
bond pattern with painted stonc lintel: und 5ills. The parapeted gable
ends give an elegance to the house, now crrvaritaed bto apartments, as
does the recessed door with sidelichtuy and pilasters, topped by an
entablature and stone lintel. Attached to the rear of the building
are a l-story cll and a wing with the 3-bay r12hle and facing Pipe Street,

13. The Book Stacks,lilﬂ Pine Street.

_ Vernacular, c. 19305. This 3-Loy, 1-ztory brick former boiler
‘r\@ouse has been renovated into a bhookiotora., Ar#aschod to the Wells-

3
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Richardson Company complex (#14), which 11 sorved as the. heating nlant
after the turn of this c¢entury, the bhuildina features three lagge,
sliqhtly. recessed bays within segmental- arches, articulated by brick Ega

22|

nilasters. The central entrance bay is flanked by two windows with
otone sills and 8 over B panes. Other desiqn detailing includes the
corbelled brick cornice and the tapered and corbelled chimney stack.
Attached to the back of the l-story Dook Staclks ig a 2-story transition
building (13A) between the boiler house and the Wells—Richardson Factory
(#14) which underwent cansiderable renovation c., 1979 and now serves as
.a doctor's office. The southern end of the L-shaped, 2~story section

is known as the Phelps building and is under separate ownership. i

a8

I

14. 'Wells-Richafdsoﬁ Factory, 127% Célleqe ﬂtreet. : ' §§# 

c. 13885. . Set within the block behind the oriqginal Wells-=Richardson
offices (#'s 8 and 9), this 4-story,brick factory building was the main
plant producing the madicines, dyes and othnr orodnets of the drug firm.
The structure, rectangular in plan on an cast-vost axis, is actually
comnosed of two buildings connected by a common fire wall. The eastern-
most section measures six bays square, with the brick having a cast to —
it resembling that of the brick in the Wells-nichavison offices (#8). s
The westernmost scction has a slightly higher roofline, measures 8 bv 7 o
hays and has stone window sills which more closely resemble those of the  yugme

old~print shop (%#15) than those in the adjacant section. The brick used

in this section has a redder cast. Similar featurns of the two-sectioned pee
structure consist of 6 over 6 large-scaled windows sat within segmental Ny
arched openings, the arches outlined by two rows of hoaders. Deeply v
recessed basement level windows have a triple row nf headers. All . .
windows retain metal shutter hinges and some hiave metal-clad wood hutters&ﬁh
On the northeast corner of the structurs is tho main. entrance con31st1ng P

”"

of two arches, one¢ on each wall plane. Th2 brick corner post is braced
with steel. 3 ' '

- 15. Wells—Richardscn‘Printinq Office, 117 Main Street.

Y
f

.
1

| 1818

Second Renaissance Revival elements, 1997. Constructed originally
as the printing shop for Wells & Richardson Company, this large-scaled,
‘4-story brick building is five bays across and einhi bays deep. The
ground floor is detailed as an Inglish basement.with horizontal brick
. banding resembling banded rustication. A concrete beltcourse sets off
‘this main floor with the central entrance flanked by undersized seg-
mental—arched windows with a keystons and voussolrs composed of headers.

A seygmental pedimented door surrcomnd lends a fgrmal tone to what was a
f pactory. Rising three stories hlgh, rounﬂ h01c9d compound arches

R T, T g A Ry
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, form the middle three bays, within which ore ﬂet'seqmental arched'windows
on .the second and third storics and round-arched windows on tha top T s
‘floor. Smaller windows flank the three arched bays. The relieving: R
arches over all the windows are comprised of A-coursed header rows of fifm
brick. The high, corbeled brick cornice is steppnd along a nortion of :

the side elevations to the lower level of the flat roof. Attached to
the third floor of the rear elevation of this structure is a bridge,
woord frame with iron cladding, which extends to the newer section of the
former drug manufacturing buildinq, $14.

An integral component of the Wells-Richardson complex, this promi-

- nent’ factory housed the presses and offices for printing all the adver- ;

tising, pamphlets, and labels for the natent madicire and dye manufacturingges: .

company.  After recent use as a clothing factory, the structure is about ——
to undergo rehabilitation for use as an office huilding.

16. Amours Tire and Batterv Co., 106 Main Stv~ak, 1931,

' This former gas station is constructed of hrick with' concrete

facing, detailed with stuccoed "art deco" ha*‘lwwﬂrkq which frame the “
rolled tile cornice proiecting ahove the flat ro~*J/ The central entrance ke
is framed by plate glass windows with transom lichts. Attached to the ﬁ;&”
office at the rear corner is a concrete bleock ractangular nlan garadge. B
Having only a small deqree of visual intenrito, Fhis structure is non- .
contributory to the dis:rict. [——

17. Champlain Motor 'Company Showroom,'lnﬂIMain Streat,

20th century commercial style, 1919. This 2-story structure,
supported for heavy leoads by interior iron colurns, has a symmetrical

3-bay facade anl measuras seven boys lone bl Pine Strect eleavation
comnosaed of garage space for automobil ¢, i outerior is sheathed
with brick in ¥Flemish bond. The larc:, verersd tripartite vlate glass
" windows, with rilasters as muilinng,'firn“ Lthe douhle-leaf, central
garage entrance. Georgian Revival styla olo unhs nve evident in the
recessed door surround comprised of an entall :ture over a- multi-panead
transom and 51dcllgut Brick piers divide !ae side bays. Above the

second story tripla windows is a snmall, bLlind »arap:t, steppad at the
corners, with sheet matal coping. Interior detailing includes a pressed
netal ceiling and a reaxr concrete ramn to the second floor.,
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| Constructed in 1919 as a Buick dealership, garage and auto business,
.this - structure housed the Champlain Motor Combnny.‘ It was bousiit by

Patrick Donavan in 1929 and he continued the same line of business A
through World War II. This building was one of the First structures i Sy
in the city built expressly to handle the new and lucratlve automobile ——
trade of the 1920's

Numbers 16 and 6 included in the attached sketch map, do not
contribute to the district and are not intended to be 1nc1uded on
the National Reglster.
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i —.1400-1499 -~ARCHECLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION . - LAW. ¥ —SCIENCE

! }.1500-1 599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —.UTERATURE _.SCULPTURE

" 1600- 1600 ~ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION ' — MILITARY T _SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—3700-17889 ~ART —ENGINEERING s —MusIc . —THEATER
X1800-1809 -COMMERCE _.ExPLonA‘nowsansMENT —PHILOSOPHY ) —TRANSPORTATION
X1900- ,_couwmcgﬂoul - XinousTay - © —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __oméa {SPECIFY}

' : __INVENTION : : '
‘ SPECIFIC DATES : ' ] BUILDER/ARCHITECT
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ) : . -

‘yThe Wells-Richardson Complex represents a diversity of building -

types and architectural styles which is characteristic of the City of

Burlington as a whole. Reflecting the full range ¢f 19th century commer-
cial history, the mixture in this block ranqges from a remnant of a

Federal style store to a 1919 automobile showroom. The most outstanding
component of this district is the Wells-Richardson industrial-commercial
complex of five buildings constructed between 1874 and 1907. Other
visually important components are the buildings which underwent remodeling
throughout the first half of the 20th centuryv and presently reflect design

-solutions typical of the Colonial Revival style.

The eity block comprisinq this digstrict contains the following:

.the Continental Luncheon Delicatessen (#5), constructed about 1820 and

renovated in the 1870's in the Italianate style; a Greek Revival style
residence, the Reid liouse (#12); three major commercial blocks (#'s 9,
10 and 8), designed in the High Victorian Ttalianite style and dating.
from the time of Burlington's boom =conomy - the 1870's .and 1830's;

. three factories built near the end of the 19th ¢entury (#'s 1, 14 and 15);

an office building and a large hotel whose facades have been combined in
a 20th century remodeling 1nto apartments (¥'s 2 and 3); and a 1919 auto
showroom( 17). . : :

The eastern boundary of the districk, St. Panl Street, is the ter-
minus of U.S. Route 7, the overland transportatiOA route used from the
carliest days of settlement to reach Durlington from Rutland and points
South. The destination was Court Hou”> Sgquare, adjacent to the district
to the east. The section of St. Paul Street from iain to Pearl Streets
was an important early residential that. These upper four blocks were §
lined with brick stores and homes 2 these structures, only the com- 4
mercial bulldlng at 111 Sst. Paul ot. ({5Y, a vemnant of E. T, Englesby's '
story, survives. ‘ '

Located between the lumber manufacturlng act1v1ty on the waterfront
to the west and the main comm2rcial and retail arc, ~ Church Street -
to the east, the Wells-Richardson Complex contains the physical remains
of another major endeayor of 19th ¢entury Burlington industry. Through-
out five buildings in the block were conductad the manufacturing, ,
advertising, selling and managing activitisg of Yalls~Richardson and

it
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Company, worldwide producer of nroprietary medicines, dyes and food -
coloring. The original store is locatéd at 175 Collene Street«(#9)
and housed offices and sales rooms. A larqger store noxt door (#8) was
added in 1883. When the comnany became nrimarily a manufacturer, it 2
constructed the Ffactory in the interior of the block (#14) . The building e
at 110 -Main Street (#15) was built as a printing office to produce the
thousands of labels and sales-promotional materials used by the company.
Located in what is now a bookstore, the heating plant for the. whole
complex was housed at 118 Plne Streat (#13).

.The history of WLllS,_RlChardaon & Company is one of phenomenal
qrowtn during the last three decades of the 12th century with huge pro-
fits and fortunes resulting from success in the prodnction of a gamut
of consumer items. The wholesale drnag firm of Wells, Richardson &
Company succeeded to the business of llenry & Company in 1872, the latter
having ‘divided from the original firm of Henry, Johnson & Lord of
WJaterbury, Vermont. The £firdt members of thoe firm were Ddward Wells,

A. E. Richardson and ¥W. .T, Van Patten, followod by llenry and F. [1. Wells,
brothers of Edward, all prominent citizens »f “nrlington,

Expanding from the original business of QJ]PS hf wholesale drugs,
the Comnany hegan produeing provnrietary medicines - "XKidney-iWort" and
"Paine's Celery Compound" - as well as "Diamond Dyes" (in 36 colors),
a butter coloring and a milk-~based baby food called "Lactated TFood."
The key to the. company's overwhelming success in marketing these pro-
ducts was their use of the printed medinr to ndvertiss extensively to
the nublic; hence the printing shop (#15). ~hoeecording to one source
contemporary with the company, the advertisinhg expenditures increased
from $4,000 in 1877 to 5150,000 in 1881, vhile the donllar amount of
bhusiness grew from about $5200,000 to cvaor hall-a million. Demand
continued so high that. the company estiblicshed bhranches in Montreal,
London and Sydney, Australia. In 1832 the firm reorqganized into a
corporation under the name of Wells .& “ichardson Company, the stock-
holders remalnlng the same .

In the area of patent remedles, "Paine'’s Celery Compound” was
a particularly phenomenal success, its popularity riding the crest of

the wave of medical quackery. The public was gullible to the appeals L
of the advertising printed for the "Nerve Tonic ‘and Alterative Medicine", yﬁﬁg
but nevertheless may have become addicted to nither the alcohol (21% of L
the content)} or the coca (of which cocaine is a derivative) or both. o

. By the 1390's many customers felt strenathaned and cheered, as hundreds
..'.M"'\f)f testimonials expressed. The coapafon Taunc™yl Ly the Federal
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‘government to force patent medicine manufacturers to show the true.
ingredients of their "cures" resulted in passage of the Pure Feod and
Drug Act of 1906 which effectively eliminated Paine's Celery Compound
from the market. Wells & Richardson Company, lowever, which could fall iR
back on Niamond Dyes and other products, huna on to a decllnlnq bu51ness | p——
for another thlrty years :

As the twentieth century progressed, so 1id the facelifting -and
remodeling of buildings along St. Paul Street and around the corner on
Main Street. 'The Elks Club refurbished a former factory (#4), the
corner commercial block and the Hotel RBurlington (}'s 2 and 3) were
-converted to apartments in the 1920's, and the Walker Lodge (#1) received
a Georgian Revival style facade around 1940. Thus does this complex
demonstrate the varied texture of an everchanaging commercial and indus-
trial area, certainly worthy of the continued use it enjovs.
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The Wells Richardson Company was the largest and most visible of the several manufacturing
concerns whose buildings still occupy the city block. At various times, the tenants of
the buildings not associated with Wells Richardson included a candy manufacturer, two
other patent medicine manufacturers, a coffee and tea merchant, and an early automobile
_showroom. Only one building -- #12, at 111 Colliege Street -- was built without any com-
mercial purpose in mind; however, its construction predated the emergence of the manu-
facturing compani®s and it is in fact a survivor of the block's earlier residential
character. The Wells Richardson Company gives its name to this complex by the fact of

its physical domination of the site, but it is actually a block whose past includes

other manufacturing, and wholesaling activities as well,

The complex does not relate strongly to its surrounding architecture, which has been

slowly disappearing. Across College Street, to the north of the complex, the land has

been cleared and a small drive-in bank constructed. To the west, the opposite side of

Pine Street contains a small house, a vacant area 'used for bus parking, and the side

wall of a building which fronts on College Street.  The south side of Main Street, facing !
the complex, contains an armory building and a much larger modern bank building. The St.
Paul Street side of the complex faces a park. :

The complex as nominated thus presents a self-contained unit of primarily manufacturing
buildings which stand out sharply from their surroundings. This condition would exist

~ by default, due to land uses, but it is enhanced by the strong architectural character
of many of the buildings in the complex.

Because of these surroundings and present land use, the boundaries are nearly self-defining
It is unusual to find a one-block complex, but in this case it is justified by the his-
torical uses of the buildings within the block contrasted with the immediate environment,
from which it is distinctly separated.




MR & ¥ R

KN AJUR BiBLlOGRAPHICAL RE V0 o

¢hild, Hamilton, publisher. dGauscttecr & iidincgs DA roof_orv of Chittandcn

1

County V(’I‘MOTlt for 13882-33. Syracuse, 1. VU0 1883

olbrook, Stewart . The Golden Age of 'manlervy. Mew York: 1959,
HMacmillan. ~

p?aa 2, John. "Trom Patent Medicinas to Poklary," Tha Vermont Belinse 1:3,
Nctober 5, 1977, nurllnqton, V. —
M;EOGRAPHICAL DATA | Onadrangla2 nama: Burlington, VT

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __ 4 : Nuarirancle scale:r 1:24000

UTM REFERENCES

A|1|."3| 1514, :50'1‘91 2[ ,q 59|n| 5[ l"’] LB 7,0
ZONE EASTING : THENG
cliysl lolaialoynd I"? l? 51 96,9 ol ; I IFI".J 13, qm I4.9|?f L8, 9
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The VWells-Richardson Complex consists of nroverty within the area
bounded by thoe eentarlines of Main, Pine, Cnlleq2, and St. Paul Straets,

~ in the City of Burlinoton, VT. .
1 3 ' cwh‘-;“"o . T:"’[‘“’f h_;v»\. \..n {-’{Is

- | ¢ haresd AT clesesT
] 2 .—9-7
me\w orif, * v 7& y

st ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDAHIES

\

STATE : . CODE COUNTY . CODE

% STATE CODE COUNTY . CODE ‘
i NAME /TITLE ) )

Tmma Jane Saxe, Architectural Historian

ORGANIZATION. . 4 DATE _ _
‘ Vermont Division for Mistoric Preservation June 9, 1978 .
i STREET & NUMBER o . TELEPHONE
‘ "Pavilion Building : - (802) 823-3226
: CITY OR TOWN _ . STATE

f w : ‘ Vermont
' STATE HISTOR]C PRESERVATION OF FICER CERTIF ICATION .

'THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL . . STATE o LOCAL

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Actof 1968 (Public Law 89-665), | i -
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated accordmg to the ¥
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Ser\nce | e )

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE / y / LA g Wz | /1 }/ ﬂ !

TITLE State H:Lstorlc Preservatlon Offlcer '/ DATE October 17, 1978

GPO 892.452




e —— LIS PR M S N B Sl v s T
Ced . e e . - R . apEr vt

COLLEGE. & 1°

PINE ST

16 qv 9

|

LAWSON LANE

3A

/S T A T

3

PAUL ST

Phe

-

17

| WELLS =~ RICHARDSON  COMPLEX
.ﬂ- R BURLIMNGTON, VT
' MET Y0 scAtar b
- COMPLEY BCUOMPDAR |
- E NON -~ CONTRIBUSTORY BOILPING




v M
0&0//
,,n:,o ;A:::ouh 7 .N\VAV/
uoiduljing m_ Q‘W
&4 ‘ AN
V / 3 &
N\
./.,
< o8l y2bh/obs 172 &1
- o@qoarw\qqf&«\r_
C oLewrlhjezonh /sl
LN I X2 N oL ] 92bh/o1aThy /A1
uou 0 N | 1 . > ..,, -
.M,‘a.a_ﬂww_wz x%l% v “ ,, A\ L goNFR343Y WD
o .ﬂ | M;’\. ; LS 2 ,_.. Y -
ol e 3 & . ‘
. AN 'Nalo Nimnd
=
: NITAWTD
. Nos QYYH> - STIEN
{Zsv
U0 H20H wconu,..

| N won8ss T
. " - = OE.bY
Juocolbt | N S Gl.EL
J Sd¥0D AIANNS TYOID0T0E0 B, o
ANILNYdAd . MORIFINI dHL A0 INFWIFYdEd BN
T.LINO | QALY.LS d3a.LINN Seye

t
~
,;.’-n..\‘




