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RE: .~ Champlain Parkway Public Process Update

The recent public process on the Champlain Parkway consisted of a series of four

meetings designed to present the details of the project to the public. In addition, it
was used as an opportunity to inform the public about the Act 250 process and to
discuss elements of the design that not dictated by the Federal Highway
Administration’s Record of Decision. ' |

The meetings were heid on May 25 and 26 and June 9and 10, Approximately 80
people attended the meetings. There were a number of issues that came up in each
of the meetings that are highlighted below: *

* Pedestrian and Bike Amenities on the Champiain Parkway — There is a lot of
interest in ways in which the Champlain Parkway can strengthen pedestrian and
bicycle connections throughout the city. Specifically, the public indicated their
desire for pedestrian activated signals along the corridor, safe routes to school

and a bicycle/pedestrian facility along Pine Street.

» The project will include pedestrian activated push buttons along the signalized
interse_ctions. In addition, crosswalks will be provided along Pine Street at the
following non-signalized intersections: Locust. Howard, and Kilburn.

» With respect to Safe Routes to School, the city remains committed to add
sidewalks where there are currently none and this project will add a sidewalk
along the west side of Pine Street as well as on one side of Sears Lane for the
length of the street that is within the project limits. It should be noted that the
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majority of pedestrian improvements to Sears Lane are proposed with the South
End Transit Center. However, the Parkway will provide SIdewalks Ieadlng up to
and away from the crossing of the Parkway.

 Many of the citizens at the meetings were concerned that the level of traffic on
Pine Street combined with its many uses and on street parking make it unfriendly
to the non-commuter cyclist. Thé City agrees that it is beneficial to have a facility’
that is separated from the street that can carry bicyclists and pedestrians from
the south end into the downtown district. As a result, we are now proposing a
wide sidewalk (between 8’ and 10’} be constructed along the west side of Pine
Street between Lakeside Avenue and Kilburn Street. At Kilburn Street, the
sidewalk will revert to 5’ wide with a free belt.

Speed Control — Questions were raised about what measures will be mcluded to
control speeding, particularly as the traffic transitions from 189 to the Parkway.

The design will incorporate speed reduction measures east of the Route. 7 bridge

so that traffic heading west will begin to slow from 55mph to 30 mph further in

advance than formerly planned. By the time the traffic passes the sotithern end

of Pine Street, the speed limit will have been reduced to 35mph and will be at 30

mph by the time it reaches Home Avenue: The design team will work with

Burlington Police Department to incorporate any additional des;gn elements that
they need to properly enforce speed on the Parkway.

Shared Use Path between Queen Clty Park Road and LakeSide Avenue IsSues
were raised about final routes and connecttvnty between sections of the path and
the city’s street and sidewalk network. :

The shared use path between Home Avenue and Flynn Avenue will be
connected to the Lyman, Morse and Ferguson cul-de-sacs. Access east to west
to Briggs Street from the Parkway is not included in the design because the
limited access nature of the facility does not permit pedestrian or bicycle crossing
between blocks. In addition, a path from Home Avenue to the end of Briggs .
Street is not possible at this time because we have no rights across the private
property between the two. However, the distance between blocks is
approximately 1600 feet between Home and Flynn and 1000 feet between Flynn
and Sears Lane. Access is provided at each intersection (Home, Flynn, Sears,
and Lakeside) to provide connectivity to city streets and sidewalks.

The existing shared use path on the west side of the Parkway ends at Queen
City Park Road. Although this pro;ect does not include improvements to. Queen
City Park Road for pedestrians and bikes, the City can decide to pursue these
improvements with a different project and source of funds. This should be part of
a larger planning process for Queen City Park Road that will be partially
dependent on the City of South Burlington’s plans for that area as well.
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_ There is-also a shared use: path that will conriect-the southern eénd of Pine Street
“with: Shelburne Street (Route:7)just south of the:Priée: Chopper parking-iot.

Provisions will be made in the design of his facility to' make the. Shelburne St

termlnus safe for blcyc!es to safely eX|t the path and enter the szdewalk on Route

The de3|gn has hrstorlcally mc!uded ; -n ‘ornamentaI fence o both S|des of the
Avenue-and Laki , ‘ s net:aretjuirement
- and therefore can be removed --ilt -‘is our oplnlon at thls time- that should: be

'Concerns were: ralsed a ou" _hefEnglesby%lrook ross|
g 'sthetlcs and wildlife: crossmg; concerns The crossir

- Jncorpo "‘te '

- Dlrectlonal srgnage was ralsed by some resrdents as a.concern. The crty wrll
mcorporate afull wayflndlng plan into the design. The Parkway will be treated as
a‘gatéway-into the Clty from'the south: and visitors will be directed to local aréas

“of interest-as well- as pa ng. The'signage plan-will-also inclide speed-control

; -S|gnage ‘'school route:sighage and our standard recommended Ianguage about

the use of truck air hrakes" S

Som‘ esrdents -are concerned about cut thro'- gh trafflc between Shelburne
'_'Stree and Pine: Street; particulatly along :
that'this movement will:not be favorable by the majonty of motonsts However )

“the possrbmty will always 8xist, as it does niow, for commuters o cut through

- streets such-as Locust-to-avoid signals-and-such. If cut through and speeding
becomé more of a problein after the construction of the Parkway, the City will
work W|th resrdents to-come-up’ wrth a traffrc control plan for Locust Street
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- The! Clt_y, State and-;manyf"resments feel |t |s* bene_f_ clal to erect the S|gnals on

'able to respond to many of these rssues thh possrble:\soir‘.ltlons It is lmp_ortant to
note that there are some who remaln opposed to the prOJect For those opposed to

However there were proponents -of the prolect at each meetmg who reminded us all
of the issues that the:residents in.the. Home and: Fiynn Avenue:neighborhoods have
been. living wrth for many: years These residents specifically identified the use of

neighborhood streets as a truck route and for commuter cut through traffic. This has
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been occurring for decades on streets not designed to handle the weight or volume
of traffic. In addition, we were able to discuss the economic benefits of the Parkway
in terms of providing access to Burlington’s industrial area and to the growing
business district on Pine Street. While the northern portion of Pine Street will see
additional traffic, the installation of traffic signals will ease congestion and increase
levels of service in this area.

The next step in the process is to submit the Act 250 application. The design team
had hoped to submit the permit application in early August. However, given some of
the proposed design changes and other permitting issues, we now anticipate the
filing of the application in late fall to be more realistic.
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