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IN SUPPORT OF THE DECISION OF THE 
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION REGARDING 
THE BURLINGTON KIDS PROGRAM

In the year Two Thousand Ten………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, on June 15, the Burlington Parks and Recreation Commission rendered a decision on how to address issues raised with the management and control of the very popular Burlington Kids program, currently run by the Department of Parks and Recreation; and

WHEREAS, this action on the part of the Parks and Recreation Commission came in response to the fact that a management plan was created by a joint management group calling itself the Leadership Council, which plan was created with minimal involvement of parents, the School Board, the Parks and Recreation Commission, the City Council  and the four site coordinators for the Department at the program's four elementary schools; and

WHEREAS, the initial version of the plan developed by the Leadership Council placed in jeopardy the continued employment of the four site coordinators as the program was shifted to the Burlington School District; and
WHEREAS, the proposal of the Leadership Council led to immediate protests from parents who said the loss of the four experienced Parks site coordinators would devalue the program and that under School District control it would become more regimented; and

WHEREAS, at its last meeting, members of this Council postponed a Resolution calling for more transparency in addressing these management and control issues in order to give the Parks and Recreation Commission a chance to arrive at an approach likely to be acceptable to parents; and
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IN SUPPORT OF THE DECISION OF THE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION REGARDING THE BURLINGTON KIDS PROGRAM
WHEREAS, the Parks and Recreation Commission has voted unanimously to create an Advisory Board, with no specific timeline, to lead the effort, which group is charged to seek advice and proposals from Parks Department and School District managers and determine what changes might be needed in the after-school program, and, once it reaches consensus, is to introduce its proposals to the public, the School Board and the Parks and Recreation Commission, with any changes adopted requiring the assent of the City Council; and

WHEREAS, the Advisory Board, intended to have broad membership, is also charged with conducting a full public process;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council fully supports both the decision of the Parks and Recreation Commission to create the Advisory Group and the charges which the Group has been given; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council President shall select a City Councilor to serve on the Burlington Kids Community Advisory Committee.  
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