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City of Burlington ________________________________________

City Hall, Room 20, 149 Church Street, Burlington, VT 05401
Voice (802) 865-7000





Fax (802) 865-7014





TTY (802) 865-7142

BOARD OF FINANCE
OCTOBER 26, 2009

MINUTES


Mayor Kiss convened a meeting of the Board of Finance at 5:05 p.m. with all members present except Councilor Decelles.  

1.
Agenda


There were no changes to the agenda.

2.
Human Resources:  Step Placement for Peggy Ellis-Green, Executive Secretary for the Mayor


The Board reviewed a recommendation by HR Director Susan Leonard for a Grade 15, Step 5 placement for Peggy Ellis-Green as Executive Secretary to the Mayor. CAO Leopold made a motion, seconded by Councilor Keogh, to approve the recommended Step 5 placement.  The motion passed unanimously.

3.
Burlington Fire Department: Ambulance Fee Increase


The Board reviewed a communication from the Fire Department proposing a $5 increase in certain ambulance fee charges to correspond to approved increases from Medicare reimbursement. CAO Leopold made a motion, seconded by Councilor Keogh, to approve the proposed increase and to recommend approval of the same to the City Council.  The motion passed unanimously.

4.
Burlington Police Department: ANSI Traffic Vests


The Board reviewed a communication from the Police Department noting a need for an additional appropriation of $4,974 to purchase traffic control safety vests pursuant to the new ANSI standards.  


At this point in the meeting, 5:10 p.m., Councilor Decelles joined the meeting.

CAO Leopold made a motion, seconded by Councilor Keogh to approve the request and to recommend approval to the Council of a budget amendment proposal by the Mayor to appropriate $5,000 for new safety traffic control vests.  The motion passed unanimously.

5.
Burlington Public Works: 



A.  ARRA-Plant Blower Replacement


The Board reviewed a request from the Wastewater Division of DPW for approval to purchase a turbo plant blower replacement for the main wastewater treatment plant with the cost to be funded from a grant under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). CAO Leopold made a motion, seconded by Keogh, to approve the purchase of a plant blower replacement from KT Turbo for $85,636.  The motion passed unanimously.

B.  Capital Repairs to College Street Parking Garage


The Board reviewed a communication from the Traffic Division of DPW proposing renovations for the College Street Parking Garage for an estimated cost of $450,000 to be financed over a ten year period at an estimated annual cost of $71,480.  The proposed funding for the project will not require an additional appropriation from the Traffic Fund, however, it will require approval by the City Council of a debt financing for the Garage.  
CAO Leopold made a motion, seconded by Councilor Kehoe, to approve the project and proposed funding mechanism and to authorize the CAO to proceed to secure financing subject to full approval by the Board of Finance and the City Council.  The motion passed unanimously.

6.
Code Enforcement: New Billing Software


The Board reviewed a proposal for the Code Enforcement Office to purchase a new accounts receivable billing system for housing inspection fees for the Department.  CAO Leopold noted that the current AMANDA accounts receivable system was not adequate to properly perform as a billing and accounts receivable system.

The City had had a successful implementation of the NEMRC property tax system a year and a half ago.  The estimated cost of the project would be $26,000.  However, the City would receive a 50% commission on the subsequent sale of the NEMRC software to other municipalities.  
COA Leopold made a motion, seconded by Councilor Keogh, to approve the proposed acquisition of NEMRC software and to defer financing the software to determine the extent of royalty fees to offset the acquisition cost.  Further, the proposal should be reviewed and approved by the IT Department before the City proceeds with the acquisition.  The motion passed unanimously.

7.
Former Gilbane Property


The Board reviewed a communication from DPW Transportation Planner Dan Bradley for the City to proceed with the purchase of the so-called “Gilbane” property pursuant to the proposed South End Transit Center project for a cost of $365,000 to be funded 80/20 by a 
Federal Transportation Agency grant and CATMA, respectively.  CAO Leopold made a motion, seconded by Councilor Keogh, to approve the proposed acquisition and to recommend approval of the same to the City Council.  The motion passed unanimously with four in favor and Councilor Davis abstaining to avoid the appearance of a conflict of interest.  

The meeting of the Board was adjourned at 5:30 p.m
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