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City Hall, Room 20, 149 Church Street, Burlington, VT 05401
Voice (802) 865-7000





Fax (802) 865-7014





TTY (802) 865-7142

BOARD OF FINANCE
SEPTEMBER 29, 2009

MINUTES OF MEETING


Mayor Kiss convened the meeting of the Board of Finance at 5:10 p.m. with all members present.
1.
Agenda


The agenda was amended by adding the following items:


2.5.  DPW Equipment Maintenance Position


4.5.  Revised Resolution for Purchase and Financing of Police Vehicles for FY 2010


9.     Resolution Regarding the Certificate of Public Good and for Burlington Telecom

2.
Department of Public Works: ARRA Stormwater

CAO Leopold reported to the Board that he met with the City Attorney and had resolved the question whether the Department of Public Works with the approval of the City Council could enter into a loan agreement for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funding for certain stormwater related capital projects.  CAO Leopold advised the Board that the Department did, in fact, have the approval subject to approval by the City Council to enter into loan agreements for the proposed projects to improve the City’s stormwater management infrastructure.  CAO Leopold made a motion, seconded by Councilor Keogh, to accept the report and to recommend to the Council approval of a resolution to authorize the City to accept a loan of $1,324,000 from the State of Vermont with 50% of the loan to be paid back over twenty years with an interest rate of 2% with the remainder of the loan to be forgiven.  The motion passed unanimously.

2.5.  
DPW Equipment Maintenance Position


The Board reviewed a request by the Department of Public Works for authorization to create a temporary Mechanic position in the Equipment Maintenance Facility so that a current staff person could be temporarily promoted to Division Manager to replace the current Manager, Rob Green, who would be deployed to Afghanistan. The temporary position will be fully funded within the existing budget appropriation for the Division.  CAO Leopold made a motion, seconded by Councilor Keogh, to approve the request to provide for a temporary placement for a Division Manager and to backfill the vacant Mechanic position vacated by the person to serve as Division Manager.  The motion passed unanimously.

3.
Burlington Police Department: ICAC Grant # K078


The Board reviewed a request from the Police Department for an appropriation of a $199,999 grant from the US Department of Justice for a continuation of the Internet Crimes Against Children Transport Program to Fiscal Year 2010.  CAO Leopold made a motion, seconded by Councilor Keogh, to approve the request and to recommend to the Council approval of a budget amendment proposal by the Mayor to appropriate the grant.  The motion passed unanimously.
4.
Burlington Fire Department:


A.
Fire Grant #02140-77121-001


The Board reviewed a request by the Fire Department for a budget amendment to appropriate a grant of $807 for staff expenses to participate in the State of Vermont HAZMAT Initiatives Program in July, 2009.  CAO Leopold made a motion, seconded by Councilor Keogh, to approve the request and to recommend to the Council approval of an appropriation budget amendment by the Mayor to appropriate $807 as a grant from the State of Vermont.  The motion passed unanimously


B.
Fire PPE Grant #009


The Board reviewed another request from the Fire Department for the appropriation of a $421 grant for equipment.  CAO Leopold made a motion, seconded by Councilor Keogh, to approve the request and recommend to the Council approval of a budget amendment by the Mayor to appropriate a grant of $421 for equipment.  The motion passed unanimously.

4.5. 
 Revised Resolution for Purchase and Financing of Police Vehicles for FY 2010


CAO Leopold provided the Board a resolution amending the resolution of the previous week authorizing the purchase of Police vehicles for Fiscal Year 2010.  CAO Leopold advised the Board that the previous resolution was incorrect in that it authorized the purchases totaling $116,000 instead of the correct amount of $140,418 and stated that a trade-in of $4,500 was part of the consideration of the purchase when in fact the trade-in credit was $2,500.  CAO Leopold made a motion, seconded by Councilor Davis, to approve the revised resolution and to recommend approval of the same to the City Council.  The motion passed unanimously.

5.
Burlington Electric Department: Position and Compensation for the Director of 
Operations at McNeil Station


The Board reviewed a memo from John Irving of the Burlington Electric Department relative to additional information on regional comparables for compensation for an Operations Director for the McNeil Woodchip Plant.  Mayor Kiss made a motion, seconded by Councilor Keogh, to accept the memo and to recommend to the Council approval of the recommended compensation range of $72,200 to $120,000 for the position of Director of Operations of the McNeil Plant.  The motion passed unanimously.
6.
Westlake Marriott Parking


Community and Economic Development Director Larry Kupferman advised the Board that the Westlake Marriott Expansion Project would require the leasing of four parking spaces on Cherry Street to Westlake Marriott Construction Project to provide for staging to proceed with the project.  This lease would be for a period of between one and two years and would terminate with the conclusion of construction.  The  City Charter requires that any such leasing of space beyond 30 days must be approved by the City Council.  Director Kupferman advised the Board that the City had negotiated a proposed compensation rate consistent with current leasing policy and that a resolution would be prepared for the City Council for the next meeting for approval of a lease of sufficient duration to complete construction of the project.  CAO Leopold made a motion, seconded by Councilor Keogh, to accept the report.  The motion passed unanimously.
7.
Community Economic Development Office: 

A.
 Moran Update



CEDO Director Kupferman and Development Consultant David E. While provided the Board a status report on the Moran Center project.


B.
Contract amendment Freeman French and Freeman


The Board reviewed a request by Director Kupferman for authorization to amend the current design and engineering contract with Freeman French and Freeman for renovation of the Moran Center to include the design and engineering of the Skate Park for $18,651. CAO Leopold made a motion, seconded by Councilor Keogh, to approve the proposed amendment to the Freeman, French and Freeman contract.  The motion passed unanimously.

C.
Contract amendment White & Burke


The Board reviewed another request by Director Kupferman for approval to amend the contract with White and Burke for $65,000 for development services relative to the Moran Center Project.  CAO Leopold made a motion, seconded by Councilor Keogh, to approve the proposed contract amendment.  The motion passed unanimously.
8.
Expected Executive Session 

A.
Condominium Conversion Case
 


B.
Moran


C.
Burlington Telecom


CAO Leopold made a motion, seconded by Councilor Keogh, to enter into Executive Session to discuss negotiations relative to a condominium conversion project, negotiations regarding the tenants of the Moran Center and to provide a briefing for the Board on the fourth quarter finances and operations of Burlington Telecom for the period ending June 30, 2009.  The motion passed unanimously and the Board went into Executive Session at 6:05 p.m.


At approximately 6:35 p.m. Councilor Davis left the Executive Session.


The Board came out of Executive Session at 7:15 p.m. 


CAO Leopold made a motion, seconded by Councilor Keogh, to recommend to the Council a proposed resolution of a condominium conversion negotiation subject to an Executive Session with the Council.  The motion passed unanimously.

9.          Resolution Regarding the Certificate of Public Good and for Burlington Telecom


The Board reviewed a proposed resolution to authorize the City Attorney to file a petition with the Public Service Board seeking relief from Condition 60 of the CPG.  CAO Leopold made a motion, seconded by Councilor Keogh, to approve the proposed resolution and to recommend approval of the same to the City Council.  The motion passed unanimously.


The meeting of the Board of Finance was adjourned at 7:17 p.m. 
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