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HONORING MR. JOHN WHITEHEAD TUCKER III

In the year Two Thousand Nine………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, John Whitehead Tucker III recently passed away on September 1, 2009 after a long life of working for racial justice in this country and specifically in Vermont; and
WHEREAS, Mr. Tucker was born in 1935 in Philadelphia, PA, served in the Air Force during the Korean War, and attended Fordham University; and
WHEREAS, Mr. Tucker was very active in the U.S. Civil Rights Movement; and
WHEREAS, Mr. Tucker initially moved to Vermont in the early 1980s to attend Goddard College and during his first years in Vermont organized an effective movement to block the Ku Klux Klan from entering Burlington; and
WHEREAS, Mr. Tucker left Vermont and returned in 1993 to Burlington and dedicated his remaining years to working for racial justice and against racism in Vermont; and
WHEREAS, Mr. Tucker served for 10 years (1994-2004) as the Director of the Racial Justice & Equity Project at the Peace & Justice Center in Burlington where he led educational and community-based advocacy efforts to address racism in our community, our schools, and institutions, including our Police Department and city government; and
WHEREAS, Mr. Tucker and the late Mr. Lawrence McCrorey, among others, were responsible for calling attention to issues of job and housing discrimination, racial profiling, and the need for better health care for people of color in this state; and
2

HONORING MR. JOHN WHITEHEAD TUCKER III
WHEREAS, Mr. Tucker served on the Vermont advisory board to the U.S. Commission

on Civil Rights and helped to author a groundbreaking study on racism in Vermont public schools that lead to legislative change and school policy changes regarding school bullying and harassment; and
WHEREAS, Mr. Tucker was a founding member of the Vermont Rainbow PUSH Coalition chapter, an organization founded by Rev. Jesse Jackson working for social change and to make the American Dream a reality for all people of color; and
WHEREAS, after retiring from the Peace & Justice Center, Mr. Tucker continued to be a tireless voice and advocate who stood up for justice and spoke the truth about the experience of people of color in Vermont and beyond, including raising funds for victims of Hurricane Katrina; and
WHEREAS, Mr. Tucker will be sorely missed, but his leadership has inspired and challenged many Vermonters to continue to work against racism in our state;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council recognizes the contributions of Mr. Tucker to the City of Burlington and State of Vermont; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council respectfully requests a copy of the resolution be forwarded to the Mr. Tucker's family upon signature by the Mayor with our thanks for his work for the betterment of our community and state.
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