








                Councilor Bushor
Recommendations from the Open Government 
Committee to the Department of Planning & Zoning

In the year Two Thousand Nine………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, the Open Government Committee presented a number of recommendations addressed to the Department of Planning and Zoning (attached); and 

WHEREAS, the Director of Planning and Zoning commented on these recommendations in a memorandum dated December 11, 2008  (also attached); and 

WHEREAS, in his memorandum the Director stated that “there are a number of activities and initiatives that the Department is either already pursuing or intends to pursue over the coming months,” as well as other “creative ideas and insights that we are happy to try to incorporate into our ongoing procedures and materials as staff time allows;” and 

WHEREAS, the City Council discussed the recommendations of the Open Government Committee and reviewed the Director’s memorandum at a work session on January 26, 2009 and reaffirmed its support for more timely public access to information about the activities of the Department of Planning and Zoning.;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Burlington City Council hereby requests that the Director of the Department of Planning and Zoning provide a report on the Department’s progress in implementing the recommendations of the Open Government Committee at an October meeting of the City Council; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Burlington City Council endorses two specific recommendations including C.2. (which calls for notification of administratively-approved 
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projects that are not de minimus and such notification should not be limited only to abutters but include other property owners within close proximity) and D.3. (which suggests that developers of “major” projects be required to present to the NPA in the affected Ward); and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Burlington City Council requests that the Director return to the Council by no later than the first meeting in December with a plan to implement these two recommendations.
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