Councilors Bushor,      Keogh
Open Government Committee’s recommendations 
about information technology

In the year Two Thousand Nine………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, the Open Government Committee made numerous recommendations about the City’s Information Technology (IT) functions (attached); and

WHEREAS, the recommendations included a call for a centralized IT department, a consolidated IT platform and web technology capable of supporting all intra- and inter-departmental needs, as well as increased public access to the full range of information about City government; and 

WHEREAS, the IT Office commented on the Open Government Committee’s recommendations in a memorandum dated December 11, 2008 (also attached); and

WHEREAS, the IT Office was generally supportive of the main recommendations and noted that most had also been recommended by the Web Governance Committee; and

WHEREAS, the IT Office described the steps necessary to achieve the technical goals outlined by the Open Government Committee;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Burlington City Council supports the Open Government Committee’s IT recommendations and calls for the creation of a centralized IT department and asks the Mayor to present a plan for the creation of such a department as soon as possible with implementation scheduled for the end of 2009; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the new department should be staffed with existing City employees currently working in various departments, some of whom may require reclassification; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council requests that the Administration purchase the software applications necessary to achieve the goals described by the Open Government Committee and that staff be given appropriate training.
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