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CONCERNING THE BURLINGTON FARMERS’ MARKET
In the year Two Thousand Nine………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, the Burlington Farmers’ Market is an exemplar of the vibrancy of the City of Burlington; and 

            WHEREAS, the Burlington Farmers’ Market has annual gross sales of $975,000.00 for 53 vendors and 5-8 day vendors and provides the largest marketplace in the state for local producers and purveyors of food and crafts in the State of Vermont.  And the Burlington Farmers’ Market contributes $5,000.00 in rental fees and brings many patrons to downtown Burlington on a weekly basis; and  

            WHEREAS, the Burlington Farmers’ Market must turn away dozens of applicants each year because of the lack of space that the City of Burlington affords the Farmers’ Market each Saturday from May through October, from  8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.; and

            WHEREAS, approximately one-half of City Hall Park remains unutilized or underutilized on the Saturdays when the Burlington Farmers’ Market operates; and

            WHEREAS, the Burlington Farmers’ Market would like to utilize as much space as is available in City Hall Park and is further willing to give up use of the additional space on days where events are scheduled a reasonable time in advance;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Parks, Arts and Culture Committee be charged with the responsibility of exploring the expansion of the Burlington Farmer’s Market in City Hall Park by working collaboratively with the City Administration, the Parks and 
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Recreation Department, the Parks and Recreation Commission and the leadership of the Burlington Farmers’ Market; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Parks, Arts and Culture Committee shall report its findings back to the Council no later than the meeting of November 9, 2009 with recommendations for action on this issue.
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