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ELECTRICITY - 

Regulations for operation of department; 
Reservation of space on poles for signaling systems; 
When permits not required; 
License required

That Chapter 12, Electricity, of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Burlington be and hereby is amended by deleting Sections 12.2 and 12.3 thereof in their entirety and by amending Sections 12.22 and 12.58 thereof to read as follows: 
Sec. 12.2.  Regulations for operation of department.  Reserved.
(a)   Authority to adopt regulations.  The electric light commissioners are hereby empowered to make such rules and regulations as in their judgment may be necessary for the satisfactory operation of the municipal electric department, which rules and regulations shall become effective upon approval by the city council.  

(b)   Liens for unpaid bills:  

(1)   Definitions:

a.   Delinquency  is defined as the failure of the ratepayer to tender payment for a valid bill or charge within thirty (30) days of the postmark date of that bill or charge or by a "due date" at least thirty (30) days after mailing, which shall be printed on the bill and which shall control in the absence of a postmark.  

b.   Ratepayer  is defined as the person or persons deemed to be the actual user of electric service as reflected in the records of the Burlington Electric Department.  

(2)   Bills for electric service shall become due when rendered.

(3)   All owners of real estate property, whether residing within or without the City of Burlington, to which electric service is supplied are liable to the City of Burlington for the charges for providing such electric service.

(4)   Charges for electric service shall be a lien upon the real estate pursuant to 32 V.S.A., Section 5061 and Section 114 of the Burlington City Charter, so long as the lien is recorded with the Burlington City Clerk.
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(5)   Notwithstanding the provisions of subparagraphs (3) and (4) above, the lien shall not be enforceable against the owner of the real estate property if the owner does not occupy said real estate property and/or does not otherwise have an account for electrical service to that property. In that event, the sole remedy for delinquencies shall be against the ratepayer and the ratepayer shall be liable for charges for electric service attributable to the ratepayer.

(6)   In the event that the owner is but one of several ratepayers occupying said real estate property, the lien shall be enforceable only to the extent of the electric charges actually attributable to the owner.

Sec. 12.3. Reservation of space on poles for signaling systems.  Reserved.
On every pole erected in any public street or on city property for sustaining wires for any purpose, the zone below the wires of all electric distribution systems and above the wires and cables of telephone and telegraph companies is hereby and shall be reserved to the city for the installation of all municipal signaling systems.

Sec. 12-22.  When permits not required.
   No permit shall be required for the following work:

   (a)   The connection of portable devices to suitable receptacles which have been permanently installed;

   (b)   The installation, maintenance or alteration of electric wiring and equipment to be installed by or for a public utility or public service corporation for the use of such utility or corporation in the generation, transmission, distribution or metering of electric energy, or for the use of such utility or corporation in the operation of signals or the transmission of intelligence.
   (c)  The installation of low voltage control wiring .(under 50 volts) for heating, ventilating, air conditioning and central vacuum systems in owner occupied, single family homes

Sec. 12-58.  License or apprentice registration required.
   No licensed master electrician shall permit any person employed by him or her to install, alter or repair electrical wiring, fixtures or apparatus unless such person is licensed hereunder to do the particular work or registered as an apprentice and working under the direct supervision of one who holds a current master or journeyman electrical license from the State of Vermont. The ratio of licensed to unlicensed people shall be as required by 26 V.S.A., Chapter 15.

*
Material stricken out deleted. 
**
Material underlined added.
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