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DOWNTOWN PLAN 

In the year Two Thousand Nine………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, the City of Burlington serves as an example of livability for other cities in this country and has won many awards for sustainability, intelligent development and preservation of historic resources and neighborhoods; and
WHEREAS, it is our desire and obligation to make Burlington inviting and welcoming to all by encouraging an appropriate vision for our Downtown District that includes a place where residents and visitors can work, eat, shop, play and live; and

WHEREAS, many people in the development community have objected to the requirement that no more than 50% of new buildings downtown be constructed for residential purposes; and
WHEREAS, as there is currently little economic incentive for developers to construct commercial buildings downtown; and
WHEREAS, there was a resolution brought forward by the last sitting City Council to allow for increased building heights in our Downtown District that was defeated, in part, due to the public not having a sufficient forum to voice concerns and share ideas; and
WHEREAS, this City Council understands the need to move forward with creating a vision for our Downtown which will provide a balance of living space, work space, retail and recreational opportunities; and
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WHEREAS, this City Council also understands that the public must be engaged as a valued partner in this discussion and their input must be sought and encouraged; and
WHEREAS, this City Council understands and values the work of the Downtown Partnership, their community outreach and the results of updating its downtown plan and the strengths, challenges, trends and strategies for the future vitality of Burlington’s downtown; and
WHEREAS, it is in the interest of Burlington residents and taxpayers that we do our part to promote a vibrant Downtown District both for ourselves and as a tourist attraction; and
WHEREAS, it would benefit both citizens and developers to have a clearly articulated vision, followed by an ordinance that lays out the requirements to achieve that vision; and
WHEREAS, this City Council desires to delve deeper into why and how development should occur, recognizing that often competing interests which change over time have contributed in part to a lack of detailed downtown planning; and
WHEREAS, this City Council recognizes that the city is at a disadvantage when various funding or other implementation opportunities are available because we have not clearly delineated our goals, priorities and plans; and
WHEREAS, this City Council also recognizes the work of many other planning efforts in addition to the Downtown Partnership, such as the Transportation Plan, the Marketplace side streets improvement, the 3D downtown modeling project, streetcar study, progress on the waterfront development and the downtown transit center and the role each plays in doing all we can to look at all aspects of our downtown plan; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council requests the Planning Commission and the Department develop a Downtown Plan that reflects the community vision for downtown as stated in the Municipal Development Plan; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Downtown Plan must be thoroughly vetted through a process that will include the developers that will have to use the plan, downtown residential and business communities, as well as the larger Burlington community all of whom are stakeholders in our downtown; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Planning Commission and the Department will develop a proposed scope of work for the development of this Plan for consideration by the City Council no later than the second City Council meeting in October, that will include the recommended scope of the planning area to be studied, a scope of work for the development of a Plan that includes but is not limited to an analysis and recommendations regarding market conditions, obstacles to developing commercial buildings, traffic and parking, infrastructure, urban design and land use; a budget with potential funding sources and a time line for completion; a strong public involvement plan and likely project partners; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Planning Commission will be responsible for guiding the public process and for making necessary modifications to the proposal based on public comment; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this process will include well-advertised meetings where the public will feel welcome, included and encouraged to give comments and that such meetings will be held at times that many residents are able to attend, such as evening meetings and at least one meeting during the day for those who cannot attend evening meetings and that there will be ample opportunity for online feedback and other avenues of communication so everyone who wishes to can be included.
lb/kas/c: Resolutions 2009/Downtown Plan [Municipal Development Plan; Building Heights; Planning Commission]
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