Councilors Shannon,        Ellis  
MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS
In the year Two Thousand Nine………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, the Mayor will be starting a search for a new Parks and Recreation Director; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council as a co-equal partner in government wishes to assist the Mayor, since it will ultimately be called on to confirm the Parks Director; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and all other elected and appointed City officials are bound by the restrictions and requirements of the Charter; and
WHEREAS, the Burlington City Charter states:  “In making department head appointments and in evaluating their performance, the mayor shall consult with the applicable city commission.  Applicable commissioners shall be invited to participate in interviews for department head selection; shall formally participate in the annual evaluation of a department head; and shall make a formal recommendation to the mayor concerning the reappointment of a department head;” and
WHEREAS, there are at least 2 other sections of the Charter that also speak to Mayoral appointments, some of which is directly in conflict with the section quoted previously; and
WHEREAS, there are questions about the processes concerning appointments and what actions the Council and Mayor must take in order to appoint a new Director upon the resignation of the former one; and
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WHEREAS, resolving these questions serves the best interests of the City and the Residents of Burlington; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council requests an opinion of the City Attorney as to the requirements, restrictions, and allowances of the Charter regarding Mayoral appointments including reappointments, new appointments, and interim appointments at the July, 2009 City Council meeting; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council respectfully requests that the Mayor advise the City Council of the results of his consultation with the Parks and Recreation Commission as part of the process for approval of the appointment of a new Parks Department Director.
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