








                     Councilors Ellis, 








        Decelles, Kaplan, Dober





         







DISC GOLF COURSE AT LEDDY PARK 

In the year Two Thousand Nine………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, the discussion about disc golf at Leddy Park has been a high profile  issue for nine months in the new North End; and

WHEREAS, testimony by professional naturalists has predicted that the introduction of disc golf would have a serious negative impact on the vitality of the Leddy Park woods and the integrity of the diverse ecological structure of those woods; and

WHEREAS, testimony by numerous citizens who have been using the trails in the woods since the city acquired the property in 1971 suggests that the introduction of disc golf would effectively displace general pedestrian use of the woods; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Kiss in an open letter to the Parks and Recreation Commission has stated, “…disc golf is not an appropriate activity for Leddy Park in the areas where it’s proposed and I recommend against it. … Open space at Leddy Park—in this case the woods in question— 

isn’t wasted space. … It’s clear that Burlington residents use the Leddy Woods for recreation and disc golf disc golf carved out of the woods is likely to be an intrusion on this use;” and
WHEREAS, Wayne Gross, the director of the Department of Parks and Recreation in an open letter to the Commission has written, “.. my view is that the development of the disc golf course, regardless of size and exact location, would have a significant adverse impact on the woodlands of Leddy Park. Given the strong public support for preserving the natural qualities of these woodlands, I recommend that a disc golf course not be built in Leddy Park;” and

2

DISC GOLF COURSE AT LEDDY PARK
WHEREAS, at its meeting on May 19, 2009 the Commission voted to continue the already nine month long evaluation of the appropriateness of disc golf at Leddy Park by shifting the discussion to the appropriateness of a nine hole course in contrast to an eighteen hole course; and

WHEREAS, a nine hold course is not likely to ameliorate the disadvantages of an eighteen hold course and might even increase them because it would orient the course closer to the access path leading from the proposed senior housing center in the current DMV property 
immediately adjoining the Leddy Woods; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of the New North End and of Burlington as a whole deserve a timely resolution of this long evaluation process;
NOW, THEREFORE, E IT RESOLVED that appreciation be expressed to the disc golf study group, to the Parks and Recreation Commission, to the Director, Wayne Gross, and to the numerous citizens who have contributed to the discussion of disc golf at Leddy Park; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council hereby determines that building a disc golf course of any size at Leddy Park is not appropriate and that building a disc golf course of any size at Leddy Park is hereby prohibited.
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