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STATEWIDE RALLY ON MAY 1ST 
FOR HEALTHCARE AS A HUMAN RIGHT

In the year Two Thousand Nine………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
 WHEREAS, on May 1st, Vermonters from around the state will be gathering at the Statehouse to call on policymakers to consider healthcare as a human right; and
WHEREAS, the Burlington based non-profit, the Vermont Workers' Center, has organized the rally and it is sponsored by over 90 different community and labor organizations; and

WHEREAS, we must shift the way Vermont addresses health care and health insurance; and
WHEREAS, more than 66,000 Vermonters (including an estimated 11,000 children) lack health insurance and thousands more are covered by high deducible health insurance plans, placing an unnecessary burden on Vermont families. As a result, many Vermonters restrict or avoid medical or dental care to avoid financial hardship; and
WHEREAS, thousands of Vermonters have lost their jobs in recent months with the collapse of the banking and financial system, and are also losing all their employer provided health insurance; and
WHEREAS, according to a study commissioned by the State Legislature, a single-payer healthcare system would not only cover everyone, but save the state $51 million a year, as it would cut down on administrative waste and eliminate corporate profits. Overall, the average 
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Vermonter would pay significantly less under a public system than they currently pay to private insurers; and
WHEREAS, the City Council in January, 2005 passed the attached resolution putting an advisory referendum concerning the creation of a universal and comprehensive health insurance system on the ballot of the Annual City Meeting; and

WHEREAS, Burlington voters approved the aforementioned advisory referendum in March, 2005; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that as a City Council, we endorse the rally and encourage Burlington residents to attend to support healthcare for all Burlington residents and Vermonters.
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