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MAXIMUM BUILDING HEIGHT

In the year Two Thousand Nine………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
 WHEREAS, prior to the Burlington City Council adoption of a new Burlington Comprehensive Development Ordinance in 2008 the maximum building height permitted in the Downtown and Downtown Transition Districts in the then governing Ordinance was 100 feet; and 

WHEREAS, a number of public forums and community meetings, including a public hearing, were held during the Ordinance’s drafting process in order to solicit the opinions and recommendations of the Burlington community; and 

WHEREAS, upon discussion and negotiation on the proposed Ordinance, the Council on January 7, 2008 adopted the Burlington Comprehensive Development Ordinance which included an increase in the maximum building height permitted from 100 feet to 105 feet in the Downtown and Downtown Transition Districts, in order to accommodate ground floor retail needs; and 

WHEREAS, building heights of Burlington’s tallest structures in the downtown area and areas adjacent to it are Westlake (100 feet and 10 stories), Decker Towers (100 feet and 11 stories), Courthouse Plaza (80 feet), Key Bank (84 feet and 8 stories), and Cathedral Square (86 feet and 10 stories at its highest point); and 
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WHEREAS, public input throughout the development of the Ordinance and subsequent to its adoption has not favored buildings taller than Decker Towers and the Westlake building; and 

WHEREAS, on February 4, 2008 the City Council established an Ad Hoc Committee on Post Zoning Rewrite Issues to identify “Downtown & Commercial Development priority issues– including mix of residential/non-residential, Pine Street corridor, and Neighborhood Activity Center uses, and review of design review standards;” and 

WHEREAS, in testimony to the Ad Hoc Committee property developers promoted increasing building height limits to over 105 feet in order to maximize property values, profitability, and to accommodate taller 10 story buildings; and 

WHEREAS, input from Burlington residents was not solicited by the Ad Hoc Committee; and 

WHEREAS, previous public forums, community meetings and a public hearing established that Burlington residents do not favor an increase in the maximum building height in the downtown  and adjacent areas; and 

WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of the City Council when setting maximum building height limits to balance the requests of developers with the preference of Burlington residents; and 

WHEREAS, prior to and since an increase in the maximum building height limits from 100 feet to 105 feet, many 10 story buildings have been built, including the recent Westlake building, and no evidence has been presented to demonstrate that increasing building height limits beyond 105 feet is necessary to attract development in the Downtown and Downtown Transition Districts;  
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Burlington City Council hereby indicates its disagreement with the majority opinion of the Ad Hoc Committee on maximum building height.  The City Council specifically disagrees with the recommendation to amend the Burlington Comprehensive Development Ordinance to allow building height to exceed 105 feet in the Downtown and Downtown Transition Districts.
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