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USING PERVIOUS CONCRETE FOR 

PAVED SURFACES IN CITY 
In the year Two Thousand Nine………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
 WHEREAS, the City of Burlington serves as an example of livability for other cities in this country and has won many awards for sustainability and “walking the talk” in terms of environmental stewardship; and
WHEREAS, it has been determined that nearly 40% of the Phosphorus loading in Lake Champlain is attributed to stormwater runoff and wastewater discharges from urban areas of which Burlington is the largest urban area within the watershed; and
WHEREAS, the City of Burlington has recently enacted an ordinance to address the issue of stormwater which is very important and vital to our community and one of our most valued resources, our waterfront and Lake Champlain; and
WHEREAS, Low Impact Development practices and strategies consistent with the EPA January 2008 Action Strategy:  "Managing Wet Weather with Green Infrastructure" includes pervious surface treatments as a best management practice; and
WHEREAS, research has shown that paving parking lots, alleys and sidewalks with pervious substances reduces runoff and increases infiltration resulting in less impact on lake and Waste Water Treatment Plant with fewer incidences of Combined Sewer Overflows; and
WHEREAS, research also shows stormwater passing through pervious base and subbase is essentially a sand filter which improves the stormwater quality by filtering contaminants out; and
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WHEREAS, recent studies from the University of New Hampshire and other respected sources have shown that pervious and permeable surface materials are reliable when used in a cold climate such as we have in Vermont; and
WHEREAS, similar studies have also shown pervious and permeable surface materials are cost effective and have a life similar to that of oil-based pavement while being far more environmentally-friendly and are better suited in addressing stormwater runoff; and
WHEREAS, preventing pollution is far less costly than removing and remediating pollution after the fact; and
WHEREAS, it is in the interest of Burlington residents and taxpayers that we do our part in preventing pollution to our water source, our recreational resource, our tourist attraction, and the crown jewel of the Queen City, Lake Champlain; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Burlington City Council hereby establishes that the City should work toward reducing Urban runoff within the City by setting an example on City properties by using pervious pavement materials wherever feasible; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that to establish “feasibility” the City Council respectfully requests the Administration work with all applicable City Departments to create criteria to use in evaluating and determining when pervious and permeable pavers are appropriate and suitable for the application on parking lots, sidewalks, alleys and streets; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the City Council requests that a report including the evaluation criteria to be used for pervious pavement be presented to the City Council no later than March 9, so that a plan will be in place for our upcoming paving season; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that if the City determines that pervious pavement should not be used for any particular paving project (other than street paving) that the reasons for this be presented to the Commission or Board overseeing the department responsible for paving.
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