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INITIATING CREATION OF A COMPREHENSIVE 
MASTER PLAN FOR THE URBAN RESERVE

In the year Two Thousand Nine………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, the 40-acre Urban Reserve was created in 1992 upon the City of Burlington's purchase of Waterfront property from Central Vermont Railway, with a purpose stated in the Burlington Waterfront Revitalization Plan as being "[t]o reserve the right for future generations to determine what level of development should occur at this site;" and

WHEREAS, the Department of Planning and Zoning prepared the Interim Use and Stewardship Plan for the Urban Reserve, which was adopted by both the Planning Commission and the City Council in October 1997 and intended to cover the next 10 to 15 years, provisions of which include the following:

· Completion of a comprehensive master plan for the property, including extensive public participation and review will be required prior to any future development;

· Consideration should be given to the future sale of some or all of the development rights to entities such as the Vermont or Lake Champlain Land Trusts;

· Long-term planning for the property is the responsibility of the Planning Commission with staff support from the Departments of Planning and Zoning and Parks and Recreation and the Community and Economic Development Office;

· Final adoption of any long-term plan for the property will be initiated after the completion of the 2006 Municipal Development Plan (MDP), and will be adopted not more than 15 years from the adoption of this Plan (October 2012); and

WHEREAS, it proved difficult for many Burlingtonians to envision what the future of the decommissioned Moran Plant should be absent any discussion about the future of the immediately adjacent Urban Reserve; and
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WHEREAS, planning for the future of Burlington's Downtown Waterfront must be accomplished incorporating both water-side and land-side activities and considering land use, urban design, transportation and infrastructure needs and opportunities in a comprehensive and coordinated way; and

WHEREAS, it is almost three years since the adoption of the 2006 MDP and thus the time for a Citywide discussion about the future of the Urban Reserve is clearly upon us, perhaps especially in view of current economic conditions; and

WHEREAS, to provide context to such a Citywide discussion the City Council recognizes that approximately half the Urban Reserve--nearly all lands west of the Bikepath--are filled lands and are therefore subject to the Public Trust Doctrine and must be "managed for the public good" as defined by the Vermont Legislature, with uses satisfying this requirement being at present:

· governmental facilities such as water and sewer plants, coast guard and naval facilities, roads and accessory transportation facilities and parking services;

· indoor or outdoor parks and recreation uses and facilities including parks and open space, public marinas, water dependent uses, boating and related services;

· cultural activities including theaters, museums, art and cultural uses of the lake;

· freshwater and other environmental research activities; and

· services related and accessory to the uses permitted above, including restaurants, snack bars and retail uses; and

WHEREAS, the Council additionally recognizes that a portion of the funding received for the City's purchase of the Urban Reserve came from a  grant from the Vermont Housing and Conservation Fund which required that "no less than 50% of the . . .property should be retained as public open/recreation space or conservation land" and included as part of the easement the following elements:
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· 8 acres of shoreline running the entire length of the property to a width of at least 100 feet;

· a 1.5 acre natural area designated to protect an endangered plant community;

· a public open recreation area reserved for the use and enjoyment of the citizens of Burlington to consist of at least 13 acres, with the specific locale and extent of the public open recreation portion of the easement to be defined at a date prior to construction of any buildings or structures on the Urban Reserve;  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that in accordance with the Interim Use and Stewardship Plan for the Urban Reserve, the City Council requests that the Burlington Planning Commission in conjunction with the Department of Planning and Zoning and CEDO, and in consultation with the Council's Parks, Arts and Culture Committee, develop a proposed Work Plan, subject to Council approval, for the creation of a comprehensive master plan for the Downtown Waterfront, including the Urban Reserve, such Work Plan to encompass: 1) an effective process inclusive of the public and their input; 2) a realistic timeline for completion; and 3) all anticipated budgetary needs; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed Work Plan is requested to be presented to the City Council at its meeting on March 9, 2009; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that CEDO is requested to arrange a walking tour of the Urban Reserve for the benefit of this Council at some time prior to the March 9, 2009 Council meeting; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be sent to the Burlington Planning Commission and the Directors of the Department of Planning and Zoning and CEDO.
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