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NAMING THE RESTORED GOSSE COURT ARMORY 
AS THE ROBERT MILLER COMMUNITY AND  

RECREATION CENTER

In the year Two Thousand Eight………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
 WHEREAS, regarding the City's long-standing desire to  restore the Gosse Court Armory, its Armory Planning Committee was initially forced to recommend only the partial restoration of this facility due to the lack of funds, the original estimate for the entire project being in excess of $2,000,000; and

WHEREAS, while the phased approach for this project was estimated at $1,270,000, the funds available from the City totaled only $720,000, with the Planning Committee seeking donations for the restoration before the City would invest any further funds beyond this amount; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Committee's fundraising efforts met with numerous disappointments until prominent Burlington businessman Robert Miller was approached.  After  reviewing the plans and condition of the Armory, Mr. Miller offered to manage the project without compensation, serving as purchasing agent; determined that it would be necessary to complete the entire building in order to make it fully functional, estimating that he could achieve  this for under $1,000,000, less than half of the original  estimate; indicated he could complete the project in three months in spite of the original estimation that it would instead require six;  and
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WHEREAS, by now the Armory is substantially completed - on schedule, on budget, and most importantly: in beautiful condition, energy efficient, and sure to be a very important multi-use, multi-generational public facility; and
WHEREAS, additionally, when there was still a gap in funding, Mr. Miller made a cash contribution of $100,000; and

WHEREAS, for all  these reasons, on October 9, 2008, the Parks and Recreation 

Commission adopted a  Resolution formally recommending to this Council that the Gosse Court Armory be named the "Robert Miller Community and Recreation Center" in honor of  Mr.  Miller's outstanding efforts, expertise and generosity in making this facility a reality; and

WHEREAS, as expressed by the Chairs of both the Parks and Recreation Commission and the Armory Planning Committee:  "There is  absolutely no question that this Center was made possible solely through the contributions of Bob Miller.  If there is any public facility deserving the name of an individual, this is surely it;”
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Burlington City Council is both 

pleased and proud to accept  the recommendation of the Parks and Recreation Commission and to so name the Gosse Court Armory as the "Robert Miller Community and Recreation Center;” and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be sent to Mr. Robert 

Miller.
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