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REQUESTING BURTON SNOWBOARDS TO WITHDRAW 
THEIR LOVE AND PRIMO BOARDS FROM SALE

In the year Two Thousand Eight………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
 WHEREAS, Burton Snowboards recently released its 2009 Coalition line, which includes Love boards featuring vintage Playboy centerfolds and Primo boards depicting cartoon storyboard images of self-mutilation; and

WHEREAS, Burton Snowboards, a successful Burlington-based enterprise and an iconic part of the Winter sports brand, has remained loyal to Vermont ski areas since its inception and the presence of its headquarters in the state lends Vermont a certain cachet in the eyes of those who love the popular sport of snowboarding, but its Love and Primo boards are nevertheless provoking real concern among more than just "an isolated group of individuals," to include this City Council; and

WHEREAS, there is certainly nothing illegal in marketing snowboards with these images and this does involve, as Burton correctly notes, a right to freedom of artistic expression, but it is also true that with any freedom there also comes responsibility and accountability; and

WHEREAS, it is irresponsible in these times to market such snowboards when families, communities and educational institutions are striving to end sexual and domestic violence, with exploitative images such as on these boards contributing to violence against women by both sexually denigrating and objectifying them; and
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WHEREAS, since there are significant numbers of youths who have mental health issues and for whom self-harm is a serious problem, the use of the self-mutilation scenes seem to make light of the act  and are particularly disturbing; and

WHEREAS, the visuals on these snowboards likely appeal to Burton's target market, but our region's ski areas must market to a larger audience, one that includes families with impressionable children and mature adults who should not have to be exposed to images of sex and violence when on the ski slopes;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Burlington City Council now joins the 

Vermont Network Against Domestic and Sexual Violence, Vermont Business and Professional Women,  the Girl Scout Council of Vermont and the White Ribbon Campaign of Vermont in decrying the Love and Primo boards and requesting that Burton Snowboards withdraw them from the market; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be sent to Burton 

Snowboards CEO Laurent Potdevin.
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