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NOVEMBER 4, 2008 SPECIAL CITY MEETING --

PROPOSED CHARTER CHANGE RE: PENNY FOR PARKS

AUTHORIZED

In the year Two Thousand Eight………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
 WHEREAS, City Parks and their improvements have a value of nearly $70 million; and


WHEREAS, they generate millions of dollars annually for our local economy either through direct operation or associated tourism spending; and 


WHEREAS, there is an estimated annual need of $500,000 to keep these facilities in good condition; and


WHEREAS, recent history reveals that an average of only $90,000 has been devoted to maintain these assets; and


WHEREAS, currently, there is not adequate funding available to meet this need; and


WHEREAS, increasing the municipal tax rate by 1 cent to be dedicated exclusively for the capital improvement needs of City parks and community gardens would generate approximately $355,000 in new revenue; and


WHEREAS, properties identified as City Parks enumerated in Section 22-1 of the code of Municipal Ordinances would be eligible for funding as well as Community Garden sites under the control and management of Burlington Parks and Recreation; and


WHEREAS, funding would be used exclusively for capital improvement needs and cannot be used for operating expenses; and
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WHEREAS, eligible projects would include the repair, renovation, replacement, or expansion of existing park facilities as well as the construction of new facilities in existing parks; and


WHEREAS, individual projects would be authorized by the City Council as part of the annual budgeting process; and 


WHEREAS, funds not appropriated and not spent in one year would carry over to the following fiscal year and remain in a special fund for this purpose until spent.


NOW, THEREFORE, SHALL IT BE RESOLVED, that the following question be placed upon the ballot of the Special City Meeting to be held November 4, 2008:


“Shall the Charter of the City of Burlington, Acts of 1949, No. 298 as amended be further amended to add a new Section 102e. thereto to read as follows:

§ 3-102e. Annual assessment for park use authorized.

The city council shall annually assess upon the property grand list of the city to assist in meeting the appropriation made for the use of capital improvement needs of city parks and community gardens, a tax which will, in the judgment of the city council, be sufficient to assist in meeting such appropriation, but the rate shall not exceed one cent upon the dollar of said property grand list, except when a larger rate shall be authorized by the legal voters of said city. Such tax shall not be included within the limitations of the amount of tax for city purposes prescribed in section 99 of this Charter.?"
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AND, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in accordance with 17 V.S.A. Sec. 2645, public hearings on the above-proposed amendment of the Burlington City Charter shall be held on ________________ at ______________ and on _________________at ___________________ in Contois Auditorium, City Hall, Burlington, Vermont.
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