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A TEMPORARY FUEL SURCHARGE ON TAXICAB RATES
In the year Two Thousand Eight………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
 WHEREAS, the Charter of the City of Burlington, Sec. 48XVII and the Code of Ordinances Chapter 30 of the City of Burlington, the City Council has the authority to regulate the fare rates applicable to all taxicab rides originating within the City of  Burlington; and

WHEREAS, the City council, pursuant to §30-36 of the Code of ordinances, has established a yearly adjustment in taxi rates through the use of the Public Transportation Index; and

WHEREAS, A 4% increase for taxicab fares was made pursuant to the Public Transportation Index beginning  July 1, 2008 for Airport/metered Taxi’s and August 1 for non-metered taxis; and 

WHEREAS, the Public Transportation Index (PTI) ostensibly takes into account the increased costs of fuel; and

WHEREAS,  the Taxi Issues Working Group was established to address concerns related to taxicabs operating within the City of Burlington, including issues regarding taxi fares; and

WHEREAS, while the Working Group is not prepared to propose any additional  permanent increase in taxicab fare rates at this time, the Working Group recognizes the high current price of gasoline and the resulting burden on taxicab companies and drivers; and
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WHEREAS, the Working Group also recognizes that the taxi owners/drivers suffered the affects of rising fuel prices before the PTI increases took effect; and 

WHEREAS, at its meeting on August 12 , 2008, the Working Group voted unanimously to recommend to the City Council that it provide for a temporary $.25 fuel surcharge on taxicab rides as a “catch up” measure; and

WHEREAS, this surcharge in conjunction with the recent increase will result in an increase in taxi fares of between 7% and 8% for the 2008 -2009 year and will aid taxi drivers/owners in recouping some of their losses while not severely overburdening consumers.


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City Council hereby establishes a temporary fuel surcharge ("the surcharge") in accordance with the following terms and conditions:


(1) Any taxicab license holder may, but is not required to, impose the surcharge described herein.


(2) The surcharge is $.25 per ride for rides beginning within the City of Burlington or the 

Burlington International Airport. 

(3) For metered Taxi’s, the surcharge will not appear on the meter but will be added to 

the fare. 

(4) The surcharge may be assessed beginning on the date written below and expiring on 

March 1, 2009, at which time it will automatically terminate unless extended by the City 

Council.

(5) In addition to the placard required by Section 30-39, each taxicab driver assessing the surcharge shall ensure that a notice stating the surcharge rates and expiration date established by this resolution is prominently displayed in the passenger compartment of the taxicab.    
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