








                Councilor Montroll
BURLINGTON TELECOM CARRIAGE POLICY REVIEW 
In the year Two Thousand Eight………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
 WHEREAS, Burlington Telecom is a municipal utility owned by the people of the City of Burlington; and 

WHEREAS, in Spring 2005 following installation of fiber to deliver voice and internet services to a number of government offices and several large businesses, Burlington Telecom began construction of an expanded network to deliver voice, video and internet services to homes and businesses throughout Burlington; and 

WHEREAS, in February 2006 Burlington Telecom began voice, video and internet service delivery; and 

WHEREAS, cable television programming offered by Burlington Telecom is generally determined by the General Manager based on the city’s generic carriage policy; this carriage policy, however, has not been reviewed or adopted by the city council; and   

WHEREAS, following complaints in Spring 2008 the General Manager made the decision to eliminate the Al-Jazeera English network from the menu of channels offered by Burlington Telecom to its subscribers; and 

WHEREAS, Mayor Bob Kiss asked the General Manager to delay his decision in order to allow Burlington residents to express their opinions on the decision; and
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WHEREAS, subsequent to the General Manager’s decision, the Burlington Telecommunications Advisory Committee and the Cable Advisory Committee, following a series of public forums, advised the General Manager to continue to air the Al-Jazeera English; and

WHEREAS, the General Manager’s decision, the intervention of the Mayor and the public forums conducted by the two advisory committees revealed that currently there is no formal process to review programming decisions made by the General Manager; and

WHEREAS, while decisions relating to programming could, under city charter and applicable regulations, be made by the city council and the mayor, it is not in the best interests of the residents of the city of Burlington for the mayor or the City Council to be involved in decisions regarding specific content delivered by the Burlington Telecom cable network; and

WHEREAS, it is in everyone’s best interest if a formal policy regarding the city’s carriage policy and a process for reviewing programming decisions made by the General Manager were in place.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council hereby agrees that the General Manager of Burlington Telecom, in consultation with his or her staff and the city attorney’s office, should, in the first instance, make all decisions regarding the carriage of any particular channels over our cable network consistent with the city’s carriage policy; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council also agrees and acknowledges that neither it nor the mayor should be involved in the direct regulation of content on our cable network other than through generic carriage policies; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that given the council’s decision to forego its ultimate right and responsibility to oversee decisions made by the General Manager regarding content and its recognition that an alternate method of oversight is therefore necessary, the council hereby tasks its Transportation, Energy  and Utility Committee, in consultation with the Burlington Telecom Advisory Committee, the General Manager of Burlington Telecom and the city attorney, to develop a process to review and/or appeal a decision of the General Manager on programming content; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Burlington Telecom Advisory Committee be requested to review the city’s current generic carriage policy and recommend to the council whether the policy should be adopted by the council or amended.
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