








                 Councilor Shannon
REQUIRING GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS FOR DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT.

In the year Two Thousand Eight………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
 WHEREAS, Burlington’s Municipal Plan Community Vision: A “Sustainable” Burlington states: If we succeed, Burlington is a leader in the development and implementation of energy efficiency measures that reduce energy costs, enhance environmental quality, improve security and sustainability, and enhance economic vitality; and
WHEREAS, the Burlington Legacy Project asserts that we must “implement energy conservation measures” in order to achieve our goals of sustainability by 2030; and
WHEREAS, Burlington’s current zoning ordinance has no requirements that buildings should meet any “Green” or “sustainability” standard; and

WHEREAS, Burlington’s emissions have continued to grow despite the unanimous commitment of the Burlington City Council to form and join the 10% Challenge and reduce our Green House Gas Emissions by 10% from 1997 to 2010; and

WHEREAS, increasing the city’s Green Building stock will help both businesses and residents achieve the goals of the 10% challenge; and

WHEREAS the environmental impacts of buildings include 36% of total energy use, 65% of electricity consumption, 30% of greenhouse gas emissions, 30% of raw material use, 30% of  wasteate  output and 12% of potable water consumption annually for all U.S. commercial and residential buildings; and
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WHEREAS, recent dramatic increases in the cost of energy is causing severe impacts to our economy; and

WHEREAS, municipalities are increasingly adopting Green Building Requirements for both public and private construction including Los Angeles, Boston, San Francisco, Portland, OR, Washington, D.C, and Scottsdale, AZ.; and

WHEREAS, Green buildings not only decrease negative effects on the environment; they also generate substantial operating cost savings for building owners and tenants, reduce our dependency on imported energy, and enhance worker health and productivity; and

WHEREAS, the LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Green Building Rating System is a national green building standard developed by the U.S. Green Building Council; and

WHEREAS, in recent years several highly respected private, public, and non-profit Burlington organizations have successfully built sustainable LEED certified buildings without the benefit of bonuses or incentives including the UVM Davis Center, Lake Champlain Chocolates, Dealer.com, Main Street Landing, and ECHO; and

WHEREAS community benefits of LEED certification include improving quality of life and  easing the strain on local infrastructures; and 

WHEREAS a 2004 Davis Langdon Adamson (national cost estimating firm) report found no statistical difference in construction costs between 45 LEED and 93 non-LEED buildings; and

WHEREAS, increasing the number of LEED certified buildings in Burlington would be a meaningful step towards reaching the City’s sustainability goals; and

WHEREAS, the buildings we build today are our legacy to many future generations;

; and 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Burlington consider requiring LEED certification in all new buildings and major rehabilitations in industrial, commercial, mixed use and residential high density zonesall the Downtown, Enterprise and possibly the Neighborhood Activity Center Districts;  and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Planning  Commission is directed to develop a proposed ordinance to require such LEED certification and present their recommendation at the November 10, 2008 City Council meeting.
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