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Gutchell, Paul
WHETHER TO ESTABLISH RESIDENCY RESTRICTIONS 
FOR REGISTERED SEX OFFENDERS

In the year Two Thousand Eight………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
 WHEREAS, the tragic death of 12-year-old Braintree resident Brooke Bennett 

has precipitated new debate over criminal penalties for convicted sex offenders in Vermont; and

WHEREAS, while this debate has unquestionable merit, the Burlington City 

Council recognizes that prevention remains an integral component of efforts to reduce the number of young people victimized by sexual predators; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Barre, on July 29, 2008, became the first Vermont 

municipality to establish residency restrictions for registered sex offenders, prohibiting any registered sex offender from establishing a residence within 1,000 feet of any school--public or private--or municipally owned park, playground or recreational facility and imposing civil fines of up to $500 for sex offenders who violate the ordinance, as well as for landlords, homeowners and state agencies who aid in the violation; and

WHEREAS, by adopting this ordinance, the Town of Barre joins approximately 400 communities in 23 other states which have taken similar action; and 

WHEREAS, while the City Council is mindful that such an ordinance should not 
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be viewed as a panacea to the problem of child sexual predators, it may be a 

valid tool in helping to protect Burlington's youth, which this Council must be 

ever vigilant about;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this Council requests that its Public 

Safety Committee consider whether the City should establish residency 

restrictions for registered sex offenders and report back to this Council with 

recommendations by the date of the Council's second meeting in September 2008.
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