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Knodell, Ellis, Wright
HONORING NORTHGATE’S CONVERSION TO 
RESIDENT OWNERSHIP

In the year Two Thousand Eight………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, Northgate has been a thriving, diverse community of 336 apartments available to families and individuals of all incomes in the city’s New North End and is the largest rental housing development in the State of Vermont; and
WHEREAS, in 1985, Northgate's affordability was threatened when plans emerged to convert Northgate into market rate condominiums, a result which would have forced most Northgate residents out of their homes; and
WHEREAS, in 1987 the City Council approved Vermont's first Condo Conversion Ordinance to discourage owners of large apartment complexes from displacing low and moderate income tenants in order to convert rental units into market rate condos; and
WHEREAS, the City's Community and Economic Development Office, the City’s designated housing agencies, Vermont Housing Finance Agency, Vermont Housing & Conservation Board, Housing Vermont and community supporters worked with Northgate residents to preserve their housing, forming a Partnership that included residents in the management and operation of the housing; 
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WHEREAS, nearly 20 years later, Northgate continues to be an important source of quality affordable housing to over 1,000 Burlingtonians, including residents whose Burlington 
heritage traces back generations as well as recent arrivals to our country and its inclusive environment is a living testament to the power of community and resident empowerment; and
WHEREAS, on March 24th, 2008, ownership of Northgate was transferred to Northgate Resident Ownership Corporation (NROC), a nonprofit corporation controlled by the residents of Northgate, insuring that current and future residents of Northgate govern the operation of their homes; and
WHEREAS, Northgate is a 25 million dollar asset and transfer to resident ownership is a testament to the careful stewardship that residents have committed to their community; and
WHEREAS, the City, through its Community and Economic Development Office, its housing division, and its support of nonprofit housing organizations has spent more than 20 years developing the foundation for resident ownership and insuring that Burlington remains an affordable community for households of all incomes, and has assisted Northgate through its long journey to this point; and
WHEREAS, the making of the largest and most stable resident owned community in the entire country marks a significant milestone in the proud heritage of Burlington's support of affordable housing; and
WHEREAS, this achievement could only have occurred with the hard-work of countless residents, community supporters, and City staff; and
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council extends its heartiest congratulations to all the residents of Northgate; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council is proud of the successful conversion to resident ownership and wish the best of luck to residents in this new era at Northgate; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council looks forward to its continuing relationship with Northgate Resident Ownership Corporation, its Board, and its residents.
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