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AUTHORIZATION FOR BURLINGTON CONSERVATION 

LEGACY GRANT RE: 17 MYRTLE STREET PROPERTY
In the year Two Thousand Eight………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
 WHEREAS, the Burlington Conservation Legacy Fund was created to support the acquisition and stewardship of conservation land by the City, including the funding of land acquisition of significant natural areas, important open spaces and urban green spaces; and


WHEREAS, an application to the Conservation Legacy Fund Program has been submitted by the Avant Garden Neighborhood Association, a group of neighbors in the Old North End, to acquire a lot at 17 Myrtle Street to be used as a community garden/pocket park; and


WHEREAS, the parcel is owned by Catamount/Burlington LLC and although they have submitted plans to build a residence on the site, they are also offering it for sale to the City at the price of $65,000; and 


WHEREAS, the Avant Garden Neighborhood Association came before the Conservation Board on April 7, 2008 and before the Parks and Recreation Commission on April 15, 2008, hoping to secure their joint recommendation for the proposed purchase of the property; and


WHEREAS, the Parks and Recreation Commission did not recommend the purchase of the property, citing a desire to preserve funds for other potential purchases; and
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WHEREAS, the Avant Garden Neighborhood Association came before the City Council on May 5, 2008 and made a presentation concerning their application to the Burlington Conservation Legacy Fund Program; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor proposed to the City Council to appropriate up to $69,000 from the Conservation Legacy Fund for the purchase of the 17 Myrtle Street property by the City and for capital improvements to said property; and

WHEREAS, the City Council set over its consideration of the Mayor’s proposal so that the terms and conditions of the proposed purchase could be clarified; and

WHEREAS, the City and Catamount/Burlington LLC have agreed upon a purchase price of $65,000 including all closing costs for a fee simple conveyance of the lot at 17 Myrtle Street by the City from Catamount/Burlington LLC to the City; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Finance convened on June 2, 2008 and has approved and recommends that the City Council approve the purchase of the 17 Myrtle Street property for $65,000 and that the City Council approve an appropriation for up to $69,000 from the Burlington Conservation Legacy Fund Program (allowing an additional $4,000 for necessary improvements to the property); 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council hereby appropriates $69,000 from the Burlington Conservation Legacy Fund to acquire land at 17 Myrtle Street and make necessary improvements to said property; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council hereby authorizes the Mayor to execute all necessary documents to purchase the 17 Myrtle Street property at a price of $65,000, subject to the prior review and approval of the City Attorney; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council hereby requests that the Burlington Conservation Board and the Parks and Recreation Commission shall develop and/or provide a report to the City Council which provides a recommended process and criteria for evaluating future proposed purchases with Conservation Legacy Fund monies; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council requests that the Planning Commission evaluate the importance of providing for “green spaces” within Burlington neighborhoods (such as the 17 Myrtle Street property) and report back to the City Council as to its conclusions and as to whether these conclusions are supported by current zoning. 

lb/rwh/c: Resolutions 2008/Legacy Fund – Purchase of 17 Myrtle St. for Community Garden (Pocket Park)
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