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DRAFT

ADJOURNED MEETING, CITY COUNCIL

MONDAY, MAY 12, 2008

CONTOIS AUDITORIUM, CITY HALL

 7:12 P.M.

PRESENT:  Councilors Adrian, Bushor, Ashe, Paul, Ellis, Wright, Keogh, Shannon, Montroll,

       Decelles, Gutchell, Knodell, Berezniak and Mayor Kiss

ABSENT:   Councilor Davis
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY:  Ken Schatz, Gene Bergman, Richard Haesler, Jr.
OFFICE OF THE CLERK/TREASURER:   Ben Pacy, Lori Olberg, Sue Trainor
PRESIDENT WRIGHT PRESIDING:
1.
AGENDA

On a motion by Councilors Knodell and Bushor add to the agenda item 6.5.  RESOLUTION:  Authorization to Submit 2008 Burlington Consolidated Plan One-Year Action Plan; note the correct sponsor for item 8.02.  RESOLUTION:  Church Street Marketplace and Downtown Burlington (Councilor Ashe); remove item 6.18.  COMMUNICATION:  Jonathan P.A. Leopold, Jr., CAO, re: Board of Finance Minutes for May 1, 2008; remove item 6.19.  COMMUNICATION:  Jonathan P.A. Leopold, Jr., CAO, re: Board of Finance Minutes for May 5, 2008.  
2.
PUBLIC FORUM
President Wright opened the public forum at 7:30 p.m.
Name



Ward/Affiliation


Subject
Dan Fivel
Downtown Partnerships

Should include downtown residents
Roger Cole
College Street Sidewalk Quadricentennial

There being no one further coming forward, President Wright closed the public forum at 8:36 p.m.
3.
COMMUNICATION:
City Councilors, re:  General City Affairs
Councilor Berezniak expressed appreciation to CEDO Director Kupferman for attending the NPA Ward 2/3 meeting to provide an overview of the structure and various functions of CEDO.  Councilor Keogh outlined the Let’s Get Walking promotion from the Vermont Department of Health.  He encouraged other councilors to get on the Front Porch Forum and help organize groups in their ward.  Councilor Paul informed councilors of the ribbon cutting at the Lund Family Center’s new residential facility.  Councilor Montroll notified councilors of a resolution that will be coming to the Council at the next meeting which seeks to form a joint committee with the School Board and the City Council.
4.
COMMUNICATION:
Mayor Kiss, re:  General City Affairs 
The Mayor announced that a proclamation had been issued today for Chronic Fatigue Syndrome Awareness Day.  The Mayor went to the Going Green Expo which was attended by over 200 businesses and organizations attempting to work on global warming and carbon footprint issues; he was given an Environmental Hero award for the efforts being made by the City of Burlington in this regard.  This week there will be a Police Memorial Day and Burlington Police will be recognizing officers killed in the line of duty.  The first Open Government Meeting public forum will be held this month.
5.
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Councilor Shannon was disappointed to report that the Planning and Zoning Committee did not have a date scheduled to meet to discuss PUD’s.  Finding a date that was available continued to be very difficult.  Councilor Montroll wanted to be sure City Councilors knew that the “clickable agendas” of the City Council meetings were up and running at Channel 17 (cctv.org).  Councilor Bushor reported that the Institutions & Human Resource Policy Committee would not be done by the end of June with their reporting; they now expect to be finished by the end of September.   Councilor Paul stated that the Parks, Arts and Culture Committee met with the new Director of the Intervale and, despite the major changes that are occurring there, they plan on reporting to the Council at the end of June on the status of the Intervale.  President Wright reported that the Ad Hoc Committee on Zoning has developed a proposal to replace the 50/50 provision that deals with the development in downtown and this will be presented to the Council.  
6.
CONSENT AGENDA
On a motion by Councilors Knodell and Bushor, the Council voted unanimously to accept the consent agenda as amended, thus taking the indicated actions on the following consent items:

6.01.
RESOLUTION:
Authorization to Execute Construction Contract for City Hall Steps 





Project (Board of Finance)

*waive the reading and adopt the resolution

6.02.
COMMUNICATION:
Carol Duncan, Capital Program Manager, DPW, re: City Hall Steps





Restoration

*waive the reading, accept the communication and place it on file

6.03.
RESOLUTION:
Reclassification and Title Change of Burlington City Arts Director of





Administration Position (Board of Finance)

*waive the reading and adopt the resolution

6.04.
RESOLUTION:
Addition of Two Non-classified Customer Service Representative





Positions for Burlington Telecom (Board of Finance)

*waive the reading and adopt the resolution

6.05.
RESOLUTION:
Authorizing Burlington Electric Department to Enter into ISDA 





Agreements (Board of Finance)

*waive the reading and adopt the resolution

6.06.
COMMUNICATION:
Ken Nolan, Director of Resource Planning, Burlington Electric





Department, re: ISDA Enabling Agreements Authority

*waive the reading, accept the communication and place it on file

6.07.
RESOLUTION:
Authorization to Enter into License Agreement to Maintain Tables and 





Chairs On a Portion of the City’s Right-of-way With Bern Nation, Inc. 





d/b/a Bern Gallery (Councilors Davis, Ashe, Berezniak:  License 





Committee)

*waive the reading and adopt the resolution

6.08.
COMMUNICATION:
Carlton Dunn, Member, Board for Registration of Voters, re: Resignation

*waive the reading, accept the communication, place it on file, advertise the vacancy and send a letter of appreciation to Carlton Dunn thanking him for his time served on the Board for Registration of Voters

6.09. TOBACCO LICENSE APPLICATION (2008-2009):  Lam Family LLC, d/b/a 1130 Market,

         1130 North Avenue

*waive the reading, accept the communication, place it on file and approve the 2008-2009 Tobacco 

License Application for Lam Family LLC, d/b/a 1130 Market

6.010. INDOOR ENTERTAINMENT PERMIT APPLICATION (2008-2009):  Muddy Waters, 

184 Main Street

*waive the reading, accept the communication, place it on file and approve the 2008-2009 Indoor

Entertainment Permit Application for Muddy Waters

6.011. TOBACCO LICENSE RENEWAL (2008-2009):  The Bern Gallery, 135 Main Street

*waive the reading, accept the communication, place it on file and approve the 2008-2009 Tobacco 

License Renewal for The Bern Gallery

6.12.
COMMUNICATION:
License Committee, re: Discover Jazz – Entertainment Permits 2008

*waive the reading, accept the communication and place it on file

6.13.
UMBRELLA ENTERTAINMENT PERMIT APPLICATION (May 29, 2008-June 8, 2008):


Discover Jazz Festival, May 29, 2008 through June 8, 2008
*waive the reading, accept the communication, place it on file and approve the Umbrella Entertainment Permit Application for the Discover Jazz Festival, May 29, 2008 through June 8, 2008

6.14.    SPECIAL EVENT INDOOR ENTERTAINMENT PERMIT APPLICATION (3 days only):


Daily Planet, June 4th & 5th, 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.; June 7th, 5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.:  Jazz Duo or

Solo

*waive the reading, accept the communication, place it on file and approve the Special Event Indoor

Entertainment Permit Application for the Daily Planet for three days only: June 4th, 5th and 7th 

6.15.    SPECIAL EVENT INDOOR ENTERTAINMENT PERMIT APPLICATION (10 days only):


Scuffer Steak and Ale House, 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 a.m., Jazz offerings—to be determined—

*waive the reading, accept the communication, place it on file and approve the Special Event Indoor

Entertainment Permit Application for Scuffer Steak and Ale House for ten days only

6.16.
COMMUNICATION:
Jon Kaplan, Interim Safe Routes to School Coordinator, VTrans to




Charlene Wallace, Local Motion, re: 
Local Motion Recipient of Partial 




Funding for the 2008/2009 School Year

*waive the reading, accept the communication and place it on file

6.17.
COMMUNICATION:
Vermont Rural Fire Protection Task Force, re: Invite to the Upcoming




Insurance Servicing Organization (ISO) Workshop

*waive the reading, accept the communication and place it on file

6.5.
RESOLUTION:
Authorization to Submit 2008 Burlington Consolidated Plan One-Year 




Action Plan (Councilors Knodell, Ellis and Gutchell:  Community




Development and Neighborhood Revitalization Committee)

Councilor Knodell made a motion, seconded by Councilor Ellis, to waive the reading and adopt the resolution.  Councilor Knodell highlighted the amendments that were incorporated into the Action Plan after the last City Council meeting.  Some of the amendments include the removal of the language about population growth to 65,000 over the next 30 years, on-the-record review now was consistent with the resolution that was adopted by the City Council, a section on CATMA was added, and some implementation strategies for the Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy area also were added.  Councilor Ellis praised the final report and appreciated the CEDO Office’s efforts.  The motion passed unanimously.
7.
PRESENTATION:
Energy and Environmental Coordinating Committee (E2C2), re:




Suggestions to Advance Sustainable Transportation in Burlington
Jennifer Green, Mary Sullivan and Deb Sachs presented a report to the City Councilors and discussed the seven recommendations that were developed by the Committee.   Councilor Ellis asked about the funding source for any of the transportation recommendations.  Mary Sullivan replied that it could not be tied to the property tax and needed to be determined by elected officials and the Legislature.  Councilor Bushor asked about biodiesel blend and if Vermont farmers could provide soybeans for biodiesel.  She also expressed concern about the Park and Ride recommendation creating a bottleneck and problems for Centennial Woods. Her last concern was the car share concept; she wanted the Planning and Zoning Department to be involved as well as the Department of Public Works.
Councilor Gutchell supported the report but had concerns about item 3 in the report.  His concern was that the actual cost to produce these alternative fuels is very expensive and food is being diverted for the creation of these fuels.  Councilor Shannon agreed with Councilor Gutchell’s concern of turning food fields into energy fields.  She commented on 15 minute bus service and said that it would require a gas tax to implement.  She thought it might be a good idea to bring it to the voters. Councilor Shannon then applauded the idea of using the Southern Connector as a Park and Ride location.  Her final comment addressed organizing the numerous garbage haulers that service the City residents so as to reduce the number of trucks that run through the neighborhoods.
Councilor Ashe asked about other comparable communities that may have used street cars.  Mary Sullivan said that there were several communities in the planning stages and one community in Virginia that had streetcars.  Councilor Keogh appreciated hearing about railroads, because he felt the City had not dealt with the western corridor as they should.  In addition, he believed in 2-cents on the gas tax going to public transportation; CCTA needs this assistance.  Councilor Decelles appreciated the report.  He noted that the Committee suggested a bond and he asked if there were any particular items that they felt strongly about getting funds for.  The Committee was basically looking for a funding source other than the property tax, such as a 2-cent gas tax; however, looking at the funding and the bond request would be the second phase of the project.
7.01.
COMMUNICATION:
E2C2, re: Suggestions to Advance Sustainable Transportation






in Burlington



 

At the request of President Wright, and with no objection from the remaining Council, the action 

taken on this item was to waive the reading, accept the communication and place it on file.

8.
PRESENTATION:
Ron Redmond, CSM Director and Jeff Nick, Chair, Church Street





Marketplace Commission, re: Summary of Downtown SWOT Analysis





and Suburban Competition 
Ron Redmond and Jeff Nick provided a summary of the retail market competition. In addition, the Downtown Partnership wants to look at the analysis that was done a number of years ago and update the information, looking at the next 25 years.   Ron Redmond would like to come back on September 1st to provide the Council with the findings of this new analysis.  

Councilor Bushor asked about the College Street Shuttle’s hours.  She believed that people who park and work on the hill may come downtown in the evening if they could return easily to their vehicle.  Councilor Shannon was concerned about the connectivity of the stores on the side streets and the fact that now offices are taking up spaces rather than retail.  Councilor Keogh believed the key to the success of downtown retail is customer service.  Councilor Berezniak asked if prospective retailers have a certain requirement for parking.  Councilor Decelles asked about the need for hotel rooms.  Ron Redmond said the need is increasing.  
Councilor Montroll wanted to be sure that the report doesn’t just focus on retail, as downtown is more than that.  He also requested that the parking garages that are full have information on other garages that have available parking spaces.  Councilor Adrian asked at what point, as a society, do we determine how much more stuff we really need.   
Councilor Ashe asked if an updated survey of the Marketplace businesses had been done recently.  Ron Redmond said one was done in December of 2007.  Councilor Paul suggested that the private parking lots be asked to allow visitors to park there during the evening hours.  In addition, she wondered if paving with bricks on the side streets may increase the foot traffic to those areas. 
8.01.
COMMUNICATION:
The Downtown Partnership (CEDO, BBA and CSM), re: 





DOWNTOWN: The Next 25 Years
At the request of President Wright, and with no objection from the remaining Council, the action

taken on this item was to waive the reading, accept the communication and place it on file.

8.02.
RESOLUTION:
Church Street Marketplace and Downtown Burlington 





(Councilor Knodell, Ellis, Gutchell and Ashe) 
Councilor Ashe made a motion, seconded by Councilor Knodell, to waive the reading and adopt the resolution.  He then asked that the resolution be amended to read “Be it resolved that the City Council hereby requests” rather than “directs.”  The amendment was approved unanimously.  The Council voted on the resolution, as amended, with the vote being 12 in favor; 1 absent (Councilor Davis) and 1 opposed (Councilor Adrian).  
9.
COMMUNICATION:
Larry Kupferman, CEDO Director and Richard Haesler, Assistant City 




Attorney, re: Update on Champlain College Negotiations 
Mayor Kiss began the presentation outlining the proposal that the City Administration and Champlain College have been negotiating.  He noted the number of individuals he spoke with who believe that Champlain College did a great job of managing their students and of designing and constructing their buildings.  The Administration would like to see a four point agreement drafted and signed by Champlain College for a fee for service that is tailored to Champlain College; a parking solution that supports Brown’s Court and additional parking; work toward having faculty and staff be residents of the building; and coordinate the planning for the Eagle’s Club and Brown’s Court sites. He believed that Champlain will agree with these requests and would like to have the City Council agree with these points. 
Champlain College Vice President David Provost stated that Champlain College supports the method of paying the fee for service; Champlain’s position has always been that they would build enough parking for the students that lived there.  Champlain did commit to looking at the faculty and staff housing and committed to oversight of the facility.  Champlain has always maintained that if they purchased the building they would begin immediately to meet with the City to work on the plan.  
Councilor Keogh was concerned about the lost tax property revenue and would like to look carefully at the fee for service that is negotiated.  Councilor Knodell urged the Mayor and Mr. Provost to bring some type of agreement in writing to the next meeting so that action can be taken regarding this topic at the next Council meeting.  Councilor Gutchell expressed his support for the proposal and his appreciation of the efforts of Champlain College.  Councilor Shannon asked what efforts were being made to supervise the parking.  Mr. Provost outlined the efforts being made to increase bus ridership to reduce the carbon footprint and outlined other alternatives that could be used to encourage parking in the satellite lots.
Councilor Montroll noted that it was not the students that were taking up parking spots but commuters.  Councilor Bushor appreciated the four points that were outlined but was also concerned about additional details, such as the style of the unit so it could be converted, the number of students or the mix in the building, and what the building will be utilized for if it were not used by students. Councilor Berezniak asked the Administration to look into converting the rental units of those students who were leaving apartments to go to student housing into single family homes.  
Councilor Ellis saw the partnership with Champlain College being a plus as far as the housing in Brown’s Court was concerned.  Councilor Ashe was concerned about this decision being a blueprint for future housing needs of the College.  Councilor Paul asked that students currently in Ward 6 be moved to this new building; that as student numbers increase housing always be available; that one bill be given to all students with tuition, room and board included so that students have no choice but to live on campus; and, finally, that the Mayor look at having the Brown’s Court housing be owner occupied rather than rental units.
President Wright asked that the Council be prepared to vote on this proposal at the next meeting.  

10.
ADJOURNMENT
On a motion by Councilors Gutchell and Paul, the Council voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 9:23 p.m.
Attest:


Lori Olberg, Administrative Assistant and Sue Trainor, Executive Secretary to the CAO

