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SHELBURNE STREET ROTARY
In the year Two Thousand Eight………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
 WHEREAS, the Public Works Commission authorized a study of traffic conditions at the intersection of Shelburne Street, Saint Paul Street, Locust Street, South Willard Street and Ledge Road – the Shelburne Street Rotary. In a report issued in 2002 the Commission identified two alternatives: roundabout and a signalization as meeting the study’s purpose and need and instructed staff to pursue further funding to assess the alternatives and pursue a final design and eventual construction; and
WHEREAS, City staff had pursued inclusion of the project in the Chittenden County Metropolitan Planning Organization (CCMPO) work plan to complete this conceptual work and position the project in the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) either as a highway project or with funds provided by the State of Vermont Enhancement program; and
WHEREAS, the funding for design and construction does not qualify for existing state programs; and
WHEREAS, in the spring of 2007 the Vermont Agency of Transportation (VTrans) notified the City that this intersection had risen in prominence on the list of the State’s high crash locations and that there were funds available through the State’s Highway Safety Program, that would provide for 100% of project costs up to $750,000 (since increased to $1,250,000) to take corrective action.  As a safety project the project development process is streamlined, attempts to 
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make use of existing right of way (ROW) and certain elements normally found in highway projects such as landscaping and amenities unless an integral part of the project is not funded; and

WHEREAS, City staff met with VTrans and CCMPO staff to review the original study and identify actions required to update that work. Subsequently, CCMPO secured the services of Resource Systems Group (RSG) to execute a study to consist of:

· Review past studies and intersection analyses,
· Preparation 2009 and 2019 Design year traffic volumes,
· Evaluation intersection traffic scenarios including signalized and roundabout design options,
· Preparation of an Interim Study Memo,
· Preparation of  detailed conceptual design drawings over orthophotos for the options that adequately improve traffic flow and safety through the study area,
· Presentation of refined traffic analyses and conceptual designs to the City, VTrans and CCMPO staff,
· Finalization of conceptual designs and preparation of order of magnitude cost estimates, and
· Issue Final Study Report; and
WHEREAS, the  results of the RSG work were presented to the public at a meeting on December 11, 2007; at the Ward 6 NPA on January 3, 2008; at the Ward 5 NPA on January 22, 2008 and to the Public Works Commission on January 9 and February 13, 2008; and 
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WHEREAS, at their March 19, 2008 meeting the Public Works Commission received testimony from the public then selected a roundabout concept as the preferred alternative to address the traffic safety issues identified at this intersection; and 

WHEREAS, the Transportation, Energy and Utilities Committee of the City Council reviewed the proposed alternatives and concurs with the DPW Commission selection of the preferred alternative;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the recommendation of the Public Works Commission identifying the roundabout as the preferred alternative be forwarded to CCMPO and VTrans and proceed to the design phase; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that staff continue to work with the CCMPO and their consultants, performing further analysis on the potential for traffic to backup; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that City staff report progress on the design process at approximately 1/3 rd and 2/3 rds completion to the Transportation Energy and Utilities Committee (TEUC), the Public Works Commission and the City Council.  Further, that the concerns of Adams Court and Hoover St. residents be addressed in the design process.  The Commission will make recommendations to the full City Council through the TEUC. Ultimately, the TEUC, after sponsoring a public hearing, will make a recommendation to the full Council for approval.
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