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TRAINING OF CITY ELECTION OFFICIALS
In the year Two Thousand Eight………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
 WHEREAS, democracy thrives only when the public’s business and, most importantly elections, are conducted openly and transparently; and 
WHEREAS, in the recent Burlington City elections held on March 4, 2008, the Assistant CAO identified a discrepancy in vote totals in the Ward 7 race for City Council that couldn’t be reconciled; and 
WHEREAS, in an effort to resolve this discrepancy, the Assistant CAO unsealed one of the Ward 7 ballot boxes, absent a court order, so that he could recount the ballots himself; and 
WHEREAS, there is no suggestion that the actions of the Assistant CAO were in any way malicious or fraudulent; and 
WHEREAS, there was a lack of training with respect to the conduct of elections that led to various errors in the election process including the most egregious mistake being the illegal unsealing of a ballot box, despite the best of intentions of all election officials involved; and

WHEREAS, the sanctity of the vote and public confidence in our election process must always be of paramount importance to the City Council and the administration; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Burlington City Council confirms its understanding of Vermont election law that states that once a ballot box is sealed it shall not be 
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opened except by court order or by direction of the Secretary of State’s office or by a recount under conditions laid out in the state statute; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Burlington City Council requests that the Office of the Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) develop a plan for enhanced training for all Ward and City election officials including the CAO and City Attorney, in order to help them both achieve more accuracy in the vote tallies they compile and to better safeguard the sanctity of the ballots themselves; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the CAO is requested to report back to the City Council on such plan by May 12, 2008 with periodic progress reports upon implementation thereafter and election training shall be completed before the next election in September, 2008.
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