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BOARD OF HEALTH 

Austin Sumner, Chair • Mary D. Hart • David Casey • Ian C. Galbraith • Caroline Tassey  

HEALTH ADMINISTRATOR                                                        INTERNS:   

Linda Ayer                                                                                   Emma Hevey – Grace Hevey 

HEALTH OFFICER 

William Ward 

 

MINUTES FOR REGULAR MEETING OF  

BURLINGTON BOARD OF HEALTH  

DPW  645 PINE ST 

THURSDAY, JULY 12, 2012 5:30 PM  

 
Attending:  Austin Sumner, David Casey, Ian Galbraith, Mary Hart, Emma Hevey, Grace Hevey  William Ward, Linda Ayer  

Absent:  Caroline Tassey,                                                     Public:  Chris Wagner, Steve Niemic, Anna Niemic.  Jen Smith,    

                                                                                                           Nicholas  Parrish, John Berino, Maggie Leugers 

Meeting called to order by Chair, Austin Sumner at 5:35 PM    

 

ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION 

1. Approval of Agenda and Minutes 

of Prior Meeting  

Agenda Amendments: Re-ordered, and Tabled 

discussion of Assessment until August –. 

Public Forum moved to later on agenda on current 

issue of  Blue Green Algae  

Approval of  June 14, 2012  

 minutes 

 

Approval of amended agenda 

 



 

 

2. Speaker’s Panel - BOH Strategic 

Plan 

Participants:  Burlington Farmer’s Market (BFM), 

NNE Market, O.N.E. Market representatives 

 

Jen Smith:  Agriculture, Craft, Prepared Food  

member of BFM who coordinates the vendors.  

Vendors on their steering committee (self 

governed).   

 

Chris Wagner: (BFM) outlined procedure:  

Application to serve hot prepared foods is sent to 

Health Dept. which issues licenses. 

 Must follow all state/federal laws re: 

food handling.   

 3 strike policy for expulsion: i.e., 

showing up late, leaving trash,  hand 

washing facility – must follow all 

state fed laws,    3 strike policy, 

showing up late, leaving trash 

behind 

90 vendors – rely on VDH inspectors for violations 

and they have not been present. 

Challenges:   

 Getting messaging down better; identify 

what pages of statutes and websites to look 

at.  

 Where to send people regarding licensing 

and other regulations.  

 How to clarify  criteria of what a  vendor 

needs to provide for safety and proof of 

licensing and training  

 

Steve Niemic: (NNE) – every market has a 

different message re: regulations; doesn’t need to 

enforce. Food safety is a primary concern:  they do 

require liability insurance. 

 

Austin Sumner:  Before food is allowed, is the 

BOH needs to provide some clarity around 

appropriate licensure.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOH to consider providing resources and to assist 

with safety personnel that can investigate concerns.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

vendor qualified to be there? Is the food prepared 

on the market site or off site? 

 

Response from Market reps:  Vetting process isn’t 

focused on food safety.  However, everyone is 

brought in on a one year trial.  Farmer’s market 

standards are:  

 vendor needs a license,  

 liability insurance, and  

 pay fee to have stand   

 

Markets are seeking guidance to design some kind 

of matrix showing types of criteria and how to 

meet, where to go, etc.  

 

Farmer’s Market is becoming more of a “festival”.  

Concerns regarding from where are vendors 

sourcing.  

 

No legal counsel has validated liability issues.  

Parks and Rec contract states that the individual 

vendor would be responsible.    

Need to provide application listing:     

A. Who needs to submit an application 

B. Which type of license 

C. Food preparation on site 

D.  Off-site safety regulations.   

 

BOH mission is to assure that the markets can 

continue to function “safely”.   

 

How can BOH facilitate start up of  next season?  

Currently, all applications and concerns are 

addressed through CEDO or City Council.   

 

What happens from 8 – 4:30 is critical.  BOH is  

requesting city health officer to  talk to vendors at 

 

 

Direct questions to  1-800 455 -8450 which is the  

food & lodging program in the state. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Austin Sumner  to ask Gene Bergman, city 

attorney, regarding liability concerns related to 

serving food at Burlington Farmers’ Markets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

site, however, that would require additional time 

and training.   

 

Chris Wagner states that the Farmers’ Market 

would pay to have an inspector and doesn’t want to 

get involved in “enforcement” action.    

 

Can BOH encourage Parks and Rec to approve the 

FM application in January v. April? This would 

give vendors time to meet the safety standards; get 

products in place  and be vetted by the FM; 

especially food vendors.   

 

This should be a priority in BOH community 

assessment related to  nutrition programs and 

regulations.     

 

Discussion to be continued. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOH to collaborate with Farmers’ Market, Vt Dept 

of Health and UVM Extension to provide trainings 

to vendors about regulations etc.   

 

 

3. Public Forum Maggie Leugers, Parks and Rec,  has received 150 

calls reporting blue green algae on 7/14/12 

 

Algae reported in standing water on Leddy Beach.   

Not near a water intake. Town Health Officer 

(THO) List serve has reported sightings at Texaco 

Beach,  Missisquoi. 

 

Q:  How does city validate that algae is a health 

problem? Who makes the determination if it is 

algae? 

VDH says they can only do an advisement.  

  

With a visual inspection and a water sample the 

State Lab will confirm; citizen patrol to monitor.     

 

Algae grows in shallow pools of water and is water 

temperature determined.  Results in irritation to the 

skin; dogs swim in it, inhale it and then die.    

Alert postings re: blue green algae -  at Leddy, 

North Beach,  and Boat House, installed by Parks 

and Recreation.     

 

 

 

 

 

BOH to work through Health Officer with Parks 

and Rec and the VT Dept of Health to make a 

determination to close a beach.  



 

 

 

4. Chair’s Report 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

HIPPA Update –  nothing to report 

 

BOH Self-Assessment Tool  

 

      FAHC Hospital Drug Disposal –  

John Berino, Occupational Environmental 

Health Program Coordinator at FAHC 

 

Agenda item precipitated by FPF response to 

proper disposal of drugs from a hospital employee 

stating a department practice of flushing down the 

drain.  

 

Report and Discussion from FAHC:  

Current Hazardous Drug Waste Regulations from 

EPA are 30 years old with the  EPA regulating 

disposal of  a handful of drugs.   Over 100 

hazardous drugs were identified 6-7 years ago. 

 

FAHC is the first in nation to implement a drug 

waste program and disposal  60,000 lbs /year.  

 

Narcotics ARE NOT considered hazardous.   

 Current procedure addresses the need for 

narcotics to be wasted with a witness 

because of the drug abuse.   

 Current practice for legally wasting drugs 

is to flush and document, thus following 

institutional guidelines.  

  DEA standards for wasting the narcotic 

do not specify that it needs to be flushed.   

 Bulking with other solvents creates 

logistical issues with chain of custody as 

each sample needs to be escorted.  

 

 

 

All Board Members to complete assessment tool 

for discussion at August meeting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAHC is a designated storage facility because it is  

large quantity generator of hazardous drugs.  To 

feasibly meet DEA regulations, this is the process: 

 Hospital must dispose every 90 days.   

 Majority of drug wastes are solvents from 

processing patient samples.   

 The hospital drug waste is insignificant in 

the larger context.  

  Most of impact on water supply is not 

from regulated drugs but rather over the 

counter drugs; septic plants cannot process 

anti-depressants, antibiotics, etc.   

 Lockboxes are broken into thus are 

impractical.   

FAHC contracts with:  

Triumvirate Environmental – licensed and 

certified to haul drug waste to high temperature 

incineration in NH.   Enpro is a local company 

which reuses drug waste containers.   EPNS  

are the spill responders.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOH recommends that:  

 FAHC continue to evaluate and update 

processes for disposal of medications.    

 FAHC document disposal of drugs 

(waste/delivery). John Berino will check 

this out.    

 

 

Overall FA has been responsible in their drug 

disposal.   Board will not be taking any further 

action.    

 

 

5.  Members’ Reports 

 P.O.P.E. (Pesticide Ordinance 

Public Education) 
 

 School Inspections 

 

 Immunizations   

 

 

 Urban Agriculture Task Force  

 

 

See attached report:  Appendix A 

Developing website via city links. 

 

 

School Inspections - Resume discussions in August. 

 

Mary Hart is sending immunization to North 

Avenue News  NAN etc. school.   

 

Link:  http://burlingtonfoodcouncil.org/our-

projects/uatf/   

Re: self-policing concept with interest groups to get 

 

 

 
 New BOH leadership will be assigned in 

August for School Inspections.   BOH to 

schedule 3 remaining school inspections 

 

 David Casey and Caroline Tassey will draft a 

FPF posting on immunizations due on August  

13, 2012 

 

 

http://burlingtonfoodcouncil.org/our-projects/uatf/
http://burlingtonfoodcouncil.org/our-projects/uatf/


 

 

 

 

together and design a  protocol in raising animals 

and slaughtering.  
 

6. Staff Report 

 
Code Enforcement Updates   

NALBOH –             

 

 

FPF/Web Updates:  

 

 

See attached report:  Appendix B   

Ward 4 property discussion at NPA 

regarding registered vehicles as a public 

health hazard.  It is not.  

 

Remove fluoridation pamphlet.  Insert 

links to CDC: VT Dept. Health, and 

FluorideAlert.com 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Board decided to continue monthly Front Porch 

Forum subscription for now. 

 

7.  Agenda Items/Next Meeting  Speaker:  Catherine Suiter – FAHC Community 

Health Assessment  

BBOH Assessment – schedule meetings  

F-35 

Immunizations Posting 

NALBOH Report 

Invitations for Speaker’s Forum 

 

Tuesday,  August 14, 2012, 5:30  Contois 

Auditorium   

8. Adjournment  7:45 PM   

 


