           Councilors @CCPrezShannon,






            @CouncilorAdrian, @karen_paul, @rachelsiegelbtv
RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF SOCIAL MEDIA 
IN TRANSPARENCY AND COMMUNICATION
In the year Two Thousand Twelve on International Foursquare Day (April 16, 2012)
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, the 2012 Burlington Mayoral Election has been recognized by social media experts such as @rnadworny as the first time Burlington saw both Mayoral and City Council Campaigns actively and effectively engaging the constituency in social media; and

WHEREAS, the campaigns, the media, and the public were actively engaged in discussions about the candidates and issues using the Twitter hashtag #BTVmayor; and

WHEREAS, the way people get the news, participate in political discourse and communicate with elected officials is evolving through the use of social media; and

WHEREAS, the phrase "BTVmayor" is well known in social media circles to reflect discussions about Burlington's Mayor; and

WHEREAS, @Steve_McIntyre (Steve McIntyre) of Burlington has registered, and controls the Twitter handle "@BTVmayor" and is willing to give this handle to the Mayor of Burlington; and

WHEREAS, Mayor @MiroBTV is already giving Newark, New Jersey Mayor @CoryBooker a run for his money with his tweeting skills; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the official Twitter handle of the Mayor of Burlington's office shall be @BTVmayor and shall remain the property of the office (not the office holder); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the tweets sent using the @BTVmayor handle may be delegated by the Mayor to any member of his administration or any other advisor or consultant at the discretion of the Mayor and that the purpose of using this handle will be to foster a more transparent and direct dialogue between the Mayor’s Office and #BTV residents; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council respectfully requests that, as the first official act, the @BTVmayor handle be used to “check-in” to City Hall using “foursquare,” on this day in recognition of International Foursquare Day and to allow the real Mayor of City Hall to attempt to reclaim the title currently held by another.
lb/kas/c: Resolutions 2012/Social Media – Importance re Transparency & Communication
4/5/12
