




Councilors Paul, 
        

Blais, Bushor, Wright
ONGOING AND FUTURE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE 
CITY OF BURLINGTON AND THE UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT

In the year Two Thousand Twelve………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, since 1990, the City of Burlington and the University of Vermont have recognized the mutual benefit to the City and the University of entering into written agreements designed to foster the common interests and welfare of the municipality and the institution of higher learning, and
WHEREAS, the previous written agreements between the City and UVM include the following

· a November 6, 2000 Agreement (updating a March 21,1990 Agreement) relating to housing, parking, traffic and other matters

· a September 26, 2007 Letter of Agreement in which the University recognized “UVM’s financial commitment to the City in consideration of its impact upon the City, in exchange for the City’s provision to UVM of customary Municipal services for the benefit and general welfare of UVM as well as City residents and visitors”.  The Letter of Agreement was limited in scope to fees for services, taxes, and continuation of services to include police and fire services.

· an April, 2009 Agreement relating to Zoning Amendments addressing “concerns . . . about the impact of student housing on residential neighborhoods throughout the City” and recognizing UVM’s obligation to “make good faith efforts to reduce the impact of UVM students on neighborhoods”; and

WHEREAS, the 2000 Agreement was designed to be in effect for ten years, and the 2007 Agreement is due to expire on June 30, 2012; and
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WHEREAS, it continues to be in the mutual best interests of the City of Burlington and UVM to have in place written agreements that set forth the respective duties and obligations of the parties; and
WHEREAS, the City Council is of the opinion that any renewals or extensions of the Letter of Agreement between the City and UVM should include provisions addressing the following issues:

· As a companion to the parking management plan they already develop and implement, the development of a 5-year traffic and circulation master plan for the UVM campus that supports and implements a long-term and comprehensive development vision for the campus, addresses current and anticipates future campus development and travel patterns, identifies needs and community impacts, and ensures comprehensive solutions to cumulative impacts both on and off site. 
· Given the nature of the limited vehicular use and the extensive pedestrian and bicycle traffic, as well as the lack of resources to enforce the current configuration, a closure of Davis Road to all vehicles except emergency vehicles

· Given the increased enrollment at UVM and the increased traffic in the City, and the availability of Car Share, a  5 year plan to reduce the number of UVM-related vehicles coming to Burlington 

· Given the increased late night traffic of students from the downtown area  to the residential neighborhoods, a re-routing of the campus shuttle to Main Street (from South Willard Street to University Heights), and the implementation of a systematic foot-patrolled law enforcement program on Thursday, Friday, and Saturdays from 10 p.m. until 3 a.m.
· A commitment and a plan on the part of the University over the next ten years to house 75% of its undergraduate student body on-campus. 

· Protecting and preserving the existing acreage of Centennial Woods, including creating and maintaining adequate boundaries for animals and vegetation and not permitting any new roads or pathways through the woods 
· A plan for UVM to create additional on-campus housing for upper classes (3rd and 4th year)
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· Given the ever growing number of problems in City neighborhoods, providing additional staff to UVM’s Community Outreach office; and
WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes that a majority of UVM students are respectful, law-abiding members of the Burlington community who provide a significant benefit to this City;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this City Council, in recognition of the upcoming expiration of the 2007 Agreement with UVM, requests that the Mayor and administration immediately commence, on behalf of the neighborhoods most impacted by the conduct of UVM students, discussions and negotiations with UVM to reach a written agreement that is designed to create a high quality of life for Burlington residents, ensures that UVM continues to take responsibility for their students and hold them accountable for their conduct and behavior and  provides a framework for continued collaboration between the City and UVM. 
lb/kas/c: Resolutions 2012/UVM – Ongoing & Future Relationship between the City and the University of Vermont 
2/7/12
Given the upcoming completion of the Redstone Lofts complex which will add 400 students to this area and the adjoining community neighborhoods, as well as the addition of a stadium on University grounds that is slated to accommodate 2,500, an updated traffic study in the Redstone area to review the 2003 traffic study taking all these factors into account
