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AUTHORIZATION TO RENEW 

BURLINGTON’S DOWNTOWN DESIGNATION
In the year Two Thousand Twelve………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, Vermont's downtowns and villages have served as the social and economic centers of our communities for generations and often they play a key role in a region's economy. Almost one fifth of Vermont's economic activity and jobs are based in our downtowns; and 

WHEREAS, recent decades have brought tremendous economic, technological and social changes, often with adverse effects on our downtowns along with the national trend of disinvestments in downtowns; and 
WHEREAS, Burlington’s Downtown is an area of intensive capital investment, both public and private, in buildings, water and sewage systems, streets, sidewalks and parks; and 
WHEREAS, the City of Burlington desires to protect this investment and to preserve the wealth of historic buildings in our downtown, which are built with a quality of construction, craft and style that make Burlington’s downtown an attractive place to live, work and visit; and


WHEREAS, the City of Burlington through the Office of the Mayor, the Church Street Marketplace Commission, the Community and Economic Development Office, Burlington City Arts, the Department of Parks and Recreation, the Department of Public Works and the Department of Planning and Zoning in conjunction with the Burlington Business Association, desire to undertake a program of reinvestment in the City's downtown; and
WHEREAS, this must involve a long-term commitment to enhancing economic opportunities, preserving historic buildings, and improving public spaces and infrastructure in
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the commercial district ensuring the vitality of Burlington’s downtown; and

WHEREAS, the State of Vermont through the Agency of Commerce and Community Development created the Vermont Downtown Program (1998 Downtown Development Act), which provides a number of benefits, including tax credits, loans and grants from various state agencies to designated downtowns; and

WHEREAS, the City was awarded the original Downtown Designation on January 6, 1999 for the area of the Church Street Marketplace; and

WHEREAS, on June 26, 2000, the City Council authorized the City to make an application to the Agency of Commerce & Community Development to expand and renew Burlington’s Designated Downtown; and

WHEREAS, the Agency of Commerce & Community Development approved the expansion and renewal of Burlington’s Designated Downtown in March 2004; and

WHEREAS, the Agency of Commerce & Community Development approved the expansion and renewal of Burlington’s Designated Downtown in March 2007; and

WHEREAS, Burlington must submit a renewal application to the Agency of Commerce & Community Development to renew Burlington’s Designated Downtown on March 5, 2012; and

WHEREAS, the City of Burlington is requesting that the State of Vermont renew Burlington’s Designated Downtown for a period of five years from 2012-2018; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Vermont Agency of Commerce & Community Development requires the City to reserve water/sewer capacity for any future development in Burlington’s
Designated Downtown area; and

3
AUTHORIZATION TO RENEW BURLINGTON’S 

DOWNTOWN DESIGNATION

WHEREAS, on February 20, 2001 the City Council reserved 150,000 gallons per day of both water and sewer capacity and Public Works has confirmed this reserved capacity is still sufficient; and 

WHEREAS, this renewal application requires the City to reserve water/sewer capacity for any future development in Burlington’s Designated Downtown area; and
WHEREAS, Burlington’s Planning Commission at their February 7, 2012 meeting unanimously supported the renewal of the Designated Downtown and DPZ participation as a signatory to the MOU and Community Reinvestment Agreement; and

WHEREAS, the Community Development and Neighborhood Revitalization Committee of the City Council endorsed the renewal of  the Designated Downtown and unanimously agreed to sponsor this resolution at their February 7, 2012 meeting; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council authorizes the reserve of 150,000 gallons per day of both water and sewer capacity for any future development in Burlington’s Designated Downtown area and is intended to supersede all previous reserves in the Designated Downtown District; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council authorizes the Mayor through the Community & Economic Development Office to submit an application for the renewal of Burlington’s Designated Downtown and to execute a Community Reinvestment Agreement with the Church Street Marketplace, Office of Planning and Zoning and the Burlington Business Association.

lb/rwh/c: Resolutions 2012/Designated Downtown Renewal, Community Reinvestment Agreement with Marketplace, P & Z & Burl. Business Assoc. 
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