1
2

MEMO

TO:

Burlington City Council
FROM:

Kenneth A. Schatz, Esq., City Attorney 

RE:

Utilization of short titles; short form questions for proposed charter changes
DATE:

January 19, 2012

Consistent with our usual and customary practice, I would request the City Council to pass a motion at its January 23rd meeting approving the use of the attached summaries of the ballot questions on the proposed charter change amendments.  The motion should state that summaries are being utilized because the City Council determines the questions are too long or unwieldy to be set out in complete form.  It should also be noted for the record that complete copies are available for inspection in the Chief Administrator’s Office and available to individuals upon request to the Chief Administrator’s Office.
In addition, upon review I do not believe the advisory ballot question regarding revenue and investment policies approved by the Council on January 9, 2012 is clear or grammatically correct. Consequently, I request your approval of the following revised version of the advisory ballot question:
“Shall the City of Burlington and its government urge the governments of the United States and the State of Vermont to adopt revenue and investment policies that: (1) reduce the growing disparity of wealth, (2) make the richest people in the U.S. (the top 1%) and the largest corporations pay a fair share and equitable portion of their income in taxes, and (3) strengthen the social and economic security of the vast majority (the 99%) of the people of the United States?"

Enclosures

lb/c: KAS 2012/City Council re Short Form Questions for 3-1-12 Annual City Meeting
Short Form Titles and Text for March, 2012 Annual City Meeting Charter Change Questions

Charter Change – Personal Property Tax Exemption
Shall Sec. 81 of the City Charter be amended to increase the personal property tax exemption from $2,500 to $45,000?

Charter Change –Increase in Annual Borrowing Authority for City Capital Improvements
Shall Sec. 62(f)(1) of the City Charter be amended to increase the annual borrowing authority for capital improvements, additions and replacements for general City purposes from $1,000,000 to $2,000,000? 

Charter Change –Increase in Annual Borrowing Authority for Burlington Electric Department Capital Improvements
Shall Sec. 63(a) of the City Charter be amended to increase the annual borrowing authority for capital improvements, additions and replacements for Burlington Electric Department purposes from $1,000,000 to $3,000,000? 

lb/c: KAS 2012/Short Titles and Text for March 6, 2012 Annual City Meeting 

