









Councilors Shannon,
 Wright, Paul
PROCESS AND CRITERIA FOR USE OF 

PENNY FOR PARKS FUNDS
In the year Two Thousand Twelve………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, in November, 2008 the voters approved a tax known as Penny for Parks; and

WHEREAS, issues have been raised about the selection process for Pennies For Parks projects; and

WHEREAS, it is important that there be a public process to determine how these limited funds are to be allocated; and 

WHEREAS, there will likely always be more demands for funds than availability for funds; and

WHEREAS, we need to be clear as to whether or not all funds that are collected in a given year will be spent in the same year; and

WHEREAS, the City Council is reliant on the recommendations of the Parks Commission on how best to allocate these funds; and

WHEREAS, in the September Parks Commission minutes, Commissioners expressed surprise that they were not consulted about a major Penny for Parks expenditure for this year; 

WHEREAS, the recommendations from the Parks Commission and Department should be included as part of the budget process so as to be considered by the Mayor in consultation with the Board of Finance for the proposed City Budget adopted by the full Council prior to   July 1st;
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that future use of Penny for Parks funds should come with a recommendation from the Parks Commission, which will inform the Mayor, Board of Finance and Council; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council respectfully requests that the Parks Commission determine a process, which will include deadlines, public notice, public input and criteria for use of the Pennies for Parks Funds; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council requests a report back from the Parks Commission on their recommended process, by April 30, 2012.
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