









Councilor Paul
CREATION OF A FINANCIAL LITERACY WEB PAGE 
In the year Two Thousand Twelve………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, the City Council has affirmed with the passage of several resolutions, often passed unanimously, that it recognizes the importance of our Annual Audit, our auditing procedures and the need for tight internal financial controls; and


WHEREAS, on July 12, 2010, the City Council unanimously requested that the Council President in consultation with the Mayor form an Audit Task Force made up of not more than five citizens who have direct professional auditing backgrounds to: consider the recommendations put forward in past reports to the City and Council as referenced earlier; review the City’s existing auditing procedures; consider separate audits for enterprise funds, the School Department or other departments; and make recommendations, if any, to our current auditing protocol; and

WHEREAS, on October 18, 2010, the Audit Task Force presented its findings in a report to the Council; and


WHEREAS, one of the recommendations in the report was a recommendation that the City “undertake a program to better educate the City Council and the citizens of Burlington about the city’s operations and finances.”  In addition to the audit process, the task force report included in this educational process covering such items as financial statements and fund accounting and noted that this information should be presented in language that is understandable to the financial as well as the non-financially minded on the city’s web site;
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CREATION OF A FINANCIAL LITERACY WEB PAGE 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this City Council requests that the Interim Chief Administrative Officer develop a Request for Proposal for the design of a web page that would include pages from the City’s budget, financial statements and key pages of the Audit  where a user could scroll over columns, headings and other components of each page and have complete explanations of these columns and headings so anyone can understand the way the pages of the budget are set up and what they mean.  The same request is made for the rather daunting City Audit which is over 100 pages and can be intimidating for even those who are financially-minded.  Alternatively, if the design/development work for these web pages can be done in-house, this Council would ask that the Interim CAO make such a presentation in writing to the Council as per the last resolved clause of this resolution; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Council would ask that the Interim CAO give a progress report to the Council at our second meeting in February 2012 with the goal of getting the web pages live by April 16, 2012.   
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