








Councilors Mulvaney-Stanak,
     Brennan, Shannon, Adrian
MARCH 6, 2012 ANNUAL CITY MEETING—
ADVISORY REFERENDUM RE ADOPTING REVENUE 
AND INVESTMENT POLICIES THAT REDUCE THE GROWING 
DISPARITY OF WEALTH & STRENGTHEN THE SOCIAL AND 
ECONOMIC SECURITY OF 99% OF THE PEOPLE OF THE 
UNITED STATES

In the year Two Thousand Twelve………………………………………………………………..
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, the vitality and health of Burlington is linked to the vitality & health of the nation; and

WHEREAS, the Great Recession of 2008-2009, with its 9% unemployment, has led to strains on state and local government budgets and increased burdens on food, housing, health, education, criminal justice and environmental systems, thereby causing great harm to those families and individuals least able to bear it; and

WHEREAS, the growing disparity of wealth and the concentration of wealth and influence in an increasingly small percentage of people over the last 30 years is dangerous to the health of individuals, communities, and to democracy itself; and

WHEREAS, this growing disparity in wealth and access and the Great Recession itself have been caused in large part by government policies, including tax cuts in 2001 that gave huge tax cuts to the rich, 2 wars costing over $1 trillion without being accounted for in the federal budgets from 2001 to 2009, weakened support for unions and collective bargaining; and

WHEREAS, despite this tilt to the 1%, a significant number of lawmakers are proposing policies that aim to solve the current economic problems by exacerbating this very problem, cutting essential government support for local and human needs while further solidifying tax policies that reward the already wealthy with an ever-growing share of the national wealth; and
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WHEREAS, the ability of the city of Burlington to continue improving its schools, streets, airport, parks, public health and safety, social services and the economy will be severely compromised if there are massive cuts in federal aid to municipalities, including grants for Community Development, Law Enforcement, Lead Paint Abatement, Stormwater infrastructure, and Transportation; and

WHEREAS, strains on the budget of the State of Vermont have led to burdens being shifted to municipalities, including Burlington, especially with regards to law enforcement, treatment of the mentally ill, affordable housing, environmental protection and education; and

WHEREAS, people in Burlington and throughout the nation are mobilizing in a variety of ways to call for a change in policies that have led to the greatest concentration of wealth in the top 1% of the population since the Great Depression to reduce this growing disparity of wealth and strengthen the economic and social security of the rest of the nation; and 

WHEREAS, the direct involvement of the public on town meeting day on matters of  national and state public policy is a rich tradition in Burlington and Vermont and has resulted in significant redirections in state and national public policies, including policies on nuclear weapons and power, and health care and energy policy; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following advisory question be placed on the ballot of the Annual City Meeting to be held March 6, 2012:
"Shall the City of Burlington and its government urge the governments of the United States and the State of Vermont to adopt revenue and investment policies that reduce the growing disparity of wealth, make the richest people in the US, the top 1%, and the largest 
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corporations, pay a fair share and equitable portion of their income in taxes, and strengthen the social and economic security of the vast majority, the 99%, of the people of the United States?"
lb/kas /c: Resolutions 2012/Advisory Ballot Q. re Adopting Economic Policies to Support Security of 99% of People (3-6-12 annual City Meeting)
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