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ENCOURAGING CONSERVATION USE OF CLEANER 

ENERGY SOURCES AND DIVESTMENT OF 

TAR SANDS OIL AFFILIATES
In the year Two Thousand Twelve………………………………………………………………………
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, carbon pollution from fossil fuels has had and will continue to have severe economic and environmental impacts on U.S. cities and the world in the coming decades; and 

WHEREAS, the production and burning of any type of fossil fuel transportation generates more carbon pollution than non-fossil fueled transportation; and 

WHEREAS, Burlington Electric Department’s Integrated Resource Plan calls for a 100 percent renewable power supply; and

WHEREAS, the well-to-tank phase of high carbon fuels as those derived from Canada’s tar sands generates 3-5 times more carbon pollution per barrel than conventional U.S. crude oil, and contributes to significant water pollution into the world’s oceans; and 

WHEREAS, in 1996, Burlington became one of the first cities to join “Cities for Climate Protection” campaign and later the City Council passed a resolution in 1998 to reduce our emissions to 10% below 1990 levels and the creation of the first climate action plan; and 

WHEREAS, Burlington’s Mayor Bob Kiss signed the Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement which states that signatories will “strive to meet or exceed” Kyoto Protocol targets for reducing global warming pollution by taking actions in our own operations and communities; and
WHEREAS, the City currently has an updated draft 2012 Climate Action Plan which includes over 200 ideas and initiatives; and 

WHEREAS, the Draft Climate Action Plan includes short-term goals to reduce emission rates by 20% below 2007 levels by 2020 (1.5% annual reduction) and long-term goals to reduce emissions by 80% below 2007 levels by 2050 (2% annual reduction); and 

WHEREAS, other international non-governmental organizations like Fair Pension, are calling for the end of investments in companies via pension funds who profit from tar sands oil, such as BP and Shell Oil; and
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WHEREAS, Burlington has pension funds for municipal workers and teachers in the Burlington Schools; and

WHEREAS, Burlington has a very clean, green and local electricity supply with a goal of being 100 percent renewable in the near future, with the McNeil plant contributing 25 megawatts to that goal and wind, solar and hydro achieving the rest;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council expresses its opposition to the transport of tar sands oil, and its deep concern about the risks of such transport for public health and safety, property values, and our natural resources; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council Transportation, Energy and Utilities Committee work with city staff to identify ways in which it can progressively shift city operations and consumption away from fossil fueled transportation through increased vehicle efficiency, use of alternative fuel vehicles, and reduced vehicle usage through programs such as CarShare VT, and report back to the Council within three months; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council Transportation, Energy and Utilities Committee report back to the Council as to what extent it is practical for the City to require every fuel vendor who supplies fuel to city-owned vehicles, as a precondition for doing business with Burlington, to provide complete and current lists of the refinery sources of origin for all fuel the vendor sells, and thereby direct the City’s purchases as much as possible toward vendors whose refinery sources do not use any material derived from tar sands; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council requests that the City Retirement Board examine the portion of pension funds investments it oversees and remove money from investments for oil companies that profit off of tar sands; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council requests that the City Retirement Board inquire with the State of Vermont municipal pension investment board as to how much of the municipal pension funds are invested in oil companies who utilize tar sands, specifically Portland Pipe Line Corporation, Montreal Pipe Line Limited, Imperial Oil Limited, Exxon Mobil Corporation, Enbridge, Inc. BP plc, Royal Dutch Shell plc; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council requests that the Retirement Board report back to the Council on these items no later than March 11, 2013; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council requests the Burlington Electric Commission evaluate if federal stimulus funds could be used to develop the Burlington McNeil Generating Power Plant into a co-generating facility to supply residents and facilities with hot water or heat and whether
there would be any downside in applying for these funds and report back to the Council by March 11, 2013; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Burlington transmit a copy of this resolution to the Governor of Vermont, the Vermont Congressional delegation, the Canadian Prime Minister, and the CEOs of Portland Pipe Line Corporation, Montreal Pipe Line Limited, Imperial Oil Limited, Exxon Mobil Corporation, Enbridge, Inc., BP plc and Royal Dutch Shell plc.
lb/eblackwood/c: Resolutions 2012/Tar Sands Resolution in Support of Ballot Question for 3-5-13 (oil pipeline, energy, divestment of pension dollars)
12/11/12
