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 BURLINGTON TRANSIT FACILITIES AND SERVICES

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH 

CHITTENDEN COUNTY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
RE ASSIGNMENT OF FTA GRANT NUMBER VT-03-047 

In the year Two Thousand Twelve………………………………………………………………………
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, the City secured a 2004 Federal Transit Administration (“FTA”) discretionary grant entitled, “Burlington Transit Facilities, Vermont,” with grant number VT-03-0047, approved on September 25, 2008, in the amount of $2,427,184 (the “Grant”); and

WHEREAS, the City had initially intended to use the Grant to develop a South End Transit Center (“SETC”) but a variety of delays, including, but not limited, to a legal challenge to the City’s claim of clear title to a portion of the property contemplated for development of the SETC has stalled the project and consequently the City has reassessed its overall transportation needs; and 

WHEREAS, the Grant is likely to expire if not used soon; and

WHEREAS, the Chittenden County Transportation Authority (CCTA) provides regional transit services and, with the cooperation of the City, is in the process of expanding its station in downtown Burlington in order to be able to provide improved public transportation facilities and services to the City; and
WHEREAS, the City and CCTA have determined that expansion of public transportation facilities and services is critical to the City’s sustainable economic growth and CCTA's ability to serve both Burlington and the region; and

WHEREAS, the expansion of public transportation services within the City is encouraged by the City Transportation Plan, the Burlington Municipal Development Plan, the Legacy Project Plan, and the Climate Action Plan; and

WHEREAS, due to the evolution of the City’s needs and the facilities and services required to serve those needs since the grant application was originally prepared and approved, the City has determined that the City’s transit goals would be best served by assisting CCTA in expanding the facilities and resources that CCTA will have available to serve the City’s and the region’s transportation needs; and
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WHEREAS, because the City and CCTA, together with other stakeholders, have been successful in increasing ridership for CCTA’s bus services; and

WHEREAS, the increased ridership, together with continuing demands for transit services that minimize the impact on the environment, has put a strain on the capacity of CCTA’s current facility on Industrial Parkway and CCTA’s current fleet of buses; and

WHEREAS, CCTA would like to acquire additional buses and expand that facility, at its current property or at a nearby or alternate site, in order to provide additional space and improved facilities for storage, maintenance, parts, and parking for its drivers; and

WHEREAS, the City wishes to assign the Grant to CCTA to allow CCTA to acquire additional buses and expand the facilities that it will need to maintain and service its expanded bus fleet (together, the “Project”); and

WHEREAS, the current balance of the Grant is $2,338,068 and the City has been exploring the option of assigning the balance of the Grant to CCTA and is now prepared to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding (see attached) with CCTA to accomplish same; and 

WHEREAS, as contemplated by the Memorandum of Understanding, the City and CCTA will cooperate in obtaining any necessary consent from the FTA for assignment of the Grant; and


WHEREAS, provided that the FTA consents to said assignment; upon the assignment of the Grant by the City to CCTA, the City will maintain no rights to, or liabilities under, FTA Project # VT-03-0047, the Grant, or any and all funds awarded to the City by the FTA pursuant to the Grant, beyond the rights and responsibilities defined in the Memorandum of Understanding;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council hereby authorizes Mayor Miro Weinberger to executed the attached Memorandum of Agreement with CCTA, and any and all grant assignment documents with the FTA and/or CCTA consistent therewith, subject to the review and approval of the City Attorney.
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