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In the year Two Thousand Twelve………………………………………………………………………
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, carbon pollution from fossil fuels has had and will continue to have severe economic and environmental impacts on U.S. cities and the world in the coming decades; and 

WHEREAS, the production and burning of any type of fossil fuel transportation generates more carbon pollution than non-fossil fueled transportation; and 

WHEREAS, Burlington Electric Department’s Integrated Resource Plan calls for a 100 percent renewable power supply; and 

WHEREAS, the well-to-tank phase of high carbon fuels as those derived from Canada’s tar sands generates 3-5 times more carbon pollution per barrel than conventional U.S. crude oil, and contributes to significant water pollution into the world’s oceans; and 

WHEREAS, the oil industry appears to be planning to use an aging oil pipeline, built in 1950, to bring Canadian tar sands diluted bitum through Vermont’s Northeast Kingdom on its way to Portland, Maine for export; and

WHEREAS, pipelines carrying tar sands have a greater likelihood of leaks and spills because of the corrosive properties of tar sands, and such spills are more costly and difficult to clean up than conventional oil spills, as demonstrated by a 2010 tar sands spill that contaminated the Kalamazoo River in Michigan and the 1999 spill of 200K+ gallons of gasoline in Bellingham, WA, one of the major entry points for tar sands pipelines on the U.S.-Canada border; and

WHEREAS, 18 large businesses and one major U.S. city (Bellingham, WA) have publicly announced actions to reduce the environmental and social impacts that come from fossil-fueled transportation; and

WHEREAS, Burlington’s own Seventh Generation has asked its transportation providers to eliminate fuels from tar sands refineries whenever possible; and 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following advisory question be placed on the ballot of the Annual City Meeting to be held on March 5, 2013:

“Shall the voters of Burlington, as an expression of opposition to the transport of tar sands oil and a deep concern about the risks of such transport for public health and safety, property values, and our natural resources, 1) encourage the State of Vermont to phase out fuel purchases from vendors whose refinery sources of origin use any form of tar sands, and 2) call upon the Vermont State Legislature and the U.S. Congress to ensure thorough environmental impact reviews of any tar sands-related pipeline proposals, including the health and safety impacts of potential tar sands oil spills, along with clear guidelines for tracking the origins and chemical composition of pipeline contents and feedstocks?”
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