       Councilor Brennan  
MARCH 5, 2013 ANNUAL CITY MEETING—

ADVISORY REFERENDUM RE CITY OWNERSHIP OF 
THE WATERFRONT PROPERTIES
In the year Two Thousand Twelve………………………………………………………………………
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
WHEREAS, in June, 1990 Central Vermont Railway (CVR) and the City of Burlington reached an agreement ending years of litigation and disagreements on the use of CVR’s 62 acres of land on the Waterfront; and
WHEREAS, according to the Burlington Waterfront Revitalization Plan adopted by the City Council in December 1998, “the agreement allowed the City to control and direct both its recreational and economic development future. It allowed community consensus to determine the ideal mix of open space, and public and private use in this vital area into the foreseeable future;” and
WHEREAS, in December 1989, the Vermont Supreme Court ruled that filled lands on Burlington’s waterfront, including the Moran Plant, were subject to the Public Trust Doctrine “and must be “managed for the public good” as defined by the Vermont Legislature;” and
WHEREAS, the 1998 Burlington Waterfront Revitalization Plan summarizes the Legislature’s definition of “public good” requirements as:  “a) governmental facilities such as water and sewer plants, coast guard and naval facilities, roads and accessory transportation facilities and parking services; b) indoor or outdoor parks and recreation uses and facilities including parks and open space, public marinas, water dependent uses, boating and related services; c) cultural activities including theaters, museums, art and cultural uses of the lake; d) freshwater and other environmental research activities; and services related and accessory to the uses permitted under subsection (a), (b), (c) and(d) of this section, including restaurants, snack bars, and retail uses and ancillary parking; only those uses that are subordinate and customarily incidental to the uses listed shall be considered as related and accessory services; and/or railroad, wharfing and storage uses;” and
WHEREAS, the 1998 Burlington Waterfront Revitalization Plan goes on to summarize guiding principles for the Waterfront Revitalization District that includes “that the waterfront is a critical resource for all citizens of Burlington;” and
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WHEREAS, the City of Burlington offers and values public amenities that are affordable to all residents and visitors despite economic means, such as the Waterfront, public parks and in this case the Moran Plant property; and
WHEREAS, the Moran Plant development project involved public money and should be expended in responsible ways that maximize the positive impact on local residents, the local community and the state of Vermont; and
WHEREAS, the City of Burlington has spent the last decade working on developing proposals on how to best use the Moran Plant building and land; and
WHEREAS, the CEDO Guide to the Redevelopment of the Moran Plant from January 2008 includes nearly 100 pages outlining a summary of the public’s input on the use of the Moran Plant ranking a natural park and community/recreation center among the top options and commercial space and private housing among the bottom options; and
WHEREAS, the same CEDO Guide further says that residents surveyed ranked “benefits many people” as the top decision making factor and “requires private ownership” as the lowest decision making factor; and
WHEREAS, the citizens of Burlington have acted by local referendum, spoken out in numerous public forums, participated in public outreach efforts by CEDO, and participated in committees, including the Moran Blue Ribbon Committee, to increase public involvement in this public project; and
WHEREAS, public involvement in the development of the site, selection of tenants and decision of the ultimate use of the site is an important part of the Moran Plant redevelopment; and
WHEREAS, Mayor Weinberger has decided to restart the redevelopment process for the Moran Plant in July, 2012 and will solicit proposals from independent partners for the Moran Plant in a competitive process; and
WHEREAS, Mayor Weinberger stated in a July 2, 2012 press release that “the City will go forward with a new, open, focused and competitive process to determine the future of the Moran building and site;” and
WHEREAS, Mayor Weinberger calls for the Urban Reserve process to be merged with the Moran redevelopment process; and
WHEREAS, the public process over the past thirty years suggests that the Citizens of Burlington want and enjoy the collective ownership of the Burlington Waterfront properties; and
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WHEREAS, Mayor Weinberger could carry out his plan and seek to lease versus sell the property to a private entity;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following advisory question be placed on the ballot of the Annual City Meeting to be held on March 5, 2013:

“Shall the City of Burlington retain ownership of the Moran Plant building and all remaining existing properties on the Waterfront including the Urban Reserve?”
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